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Gulf war 
operation 
‘something 
Britain 
should be 
proud of’, 
says First 
Sea Lord 


BRITAIN’s first sai- 
lor says the nation 
must better under- 
stand the impor- 
tance of the sea — 
especially with the 
200th anniversary of 
Trafalgar looming. 

First Sea Lord Admiral 
Su Alan West said it was 
ume for the criticism which 
has heen chipping awa’ al 
the RN to die down and 
instead people should 
recognise that Hritain had 
ihe second most potent 
rie | m thy iA rid SLIT 
passed only bv the USA 

He oO committed the Nav. 


2 at «he onc 

Hoal Show aboard freat 
MmMS Northumberland 
\dmiral West said with 200th 
inniversary commemorations 
i Trafalgar imminent. it was 
pcople appreciatcd the 


® Turn to back page 


@® Above: ships' company from HMS Ark Royal keep a watchful eye out during 
Operation Telic — one of this year's entries in the RN Photographic Branch Peregrine 
Trophy competition. See centre pages. Picture: LA(PHOT) Sean Clee 
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movie ‘outstanding’ 


AT THE Edinburgh pre- 
miere of Master and 
Commander, the hit film 
set during the Napoleonic 
Wars starring Russell 
Crowe, Flag Officer 
Scotland, Northern 
England and Northern 
lreland Rear Admiral Nick 
Harris met two crew mem- 
bers from the replica ship 
Captain Cook's Endeavour, 
used in the making of the 
movie — Jo Crawley and 
David Luck. 

“| enjoyed the film 
immensely,’ said Admiral 
Harris. “It was outstanding, 
fantastic — and | am recom- 
mending it to all my staff.” 

Proceeds from the 
Edinburgh showing went 
to SSAFA Forces Help. 

Kiwi-born Crowe, who 
plays Capt Jack Aubrey, 
RN, a character from the 
novels of Patrick O'Brian, 
features on the December 


>. 
Pay \f Pp Cd cover of Navy News’ Royal 
be" New Zealand Navy coun- 
. > * = terpart, Navy Today (right). 
— ' a 





Oldest destroyer 
faces new threat 


BRITAIN’S oldest serving destroyer HMS Newcastle joined the war on international terrorism when 
she sailed to join NATO forces in the Mediterranean. 





Ihe ‘Geordie Gunboat’, 
now 26 years old, left home 


COMING TO A TV SCREEN NEAR YOU IN 2004... now 26 years old, left home 
CARLTON TV WITH THE FULD SUPPORT OF THE ROYAL NAVY | fo: 2 seven-month tour ot 
PRESENTS... duty in the approaches to the 


Suez Canal 

Allied navies have been con 
ducting Operation Active 
Endeavour since October 200] 
in the aftermath of the terror 
ist atrocities in the USA 


As a ‘choke point’, the 
approaches to the Suez 
~ | and busy shipping lanes 
Produced by Ted Childs (soldier Soldier, Morse, Sharpe, Peak Practice) of the eastern 

~ , ri - Mediterranean are seen 
ae = as a potential route for 
revolutionaries to move 
by sea, especially with 
ever more landward 
routes being denied 
them. 


After providing emergency 






Hamilton as 
Lt Cdr Jenmy Howard, XO 





cover during the fire strike in 
2002-03, normal RWN dutics 
resumed for Newcastle, 
including taking part in the 
Fleet gathering for the Queen 
off Plymouth last summet 

Ihe Type 42 destroyer will 
work with warships from the 
USA, lialy. lurkev. (srecce 
and the Netherlands, quizzing 
suspicious vesscls and board 


ing them if necessarn 


“It will be a long — and busy 
depk wment. bul we are all 
looking forward to rt,” sad 


Newcastle's Commanding 
Officer, Cdr Jeremy Blunden 

‘It will be interesting work 
ing Closely with other navies in 
what 1S an important interna 
honal operation.” 


Ihe RN's contnbution to 
the global war on terrorism 1s 
mirrored on the other side ol 
the Suez Canal bv sister 
frigates HMS Norfolk and St 
Albans working in the Indian 
Ocean and Araman Crulf 


HMS PEARL 


THE name Pear! has a long and illustriouus history in the 
Royal Navy — a Pearl fought under Lord Howard of 
Effingham against the Spanish Armada in 1588. 

Today the tenth vessel tc be given the name is on dis- 
play at the Museum of HMAS Cerberus at Westernport, 
Victoria in Australia. 

This Pearl was ordered on March 14, 1825 and launched 
in Colchester on March 17, 1828 as a 558 ton sloop of the 
Pearl Class, designed by Mr Sainty. 

Armed with 18 32pdr guns and with a complement of 
125, she had a relatively uneventful Service career, working 
mostly on coastal deployment, and was finally paid off in 
1850 to be broken up the following year. 

The figurehead shows a woman wearing a small tiara 
and necklace made of pearis, holding in her outstretched 
left hand a shell filled with pearts. 

She is dressed in a red, loose-fiowing classical Regency- 
style gown, modelled on the Roman stola, and has her hair 
taken up al the back revealing a long and slender neck. 

For a small vessel, she has been very well executed. 

Originally catalogued in the early 1900s as being part of 
the collection of Naval Figureheads at Chatham Dockyard, 
in 1927 she was given on loan, together with the figure- 
heads of HMS Pylades and Encounter, to the old Flinders 
Naval Depot Museum in Australia. 

All three were for a number of years located outside the 
entrance to HMAS Cerberus, with Pearl given pride of place 
high on top of the verandah of the administration block, 
looking out over the parade ground. 


wee Pv vee so lak 


VETERAN mine countermeasures vessel HMS Hurworth will test 
the Navy's latest piece of hi-tech sy from next month. 

The Hunt Class warship is the first of eight MCMVs to be given the latest 
sonar system, 2193. 

The FN is investing £50m in the sonar and a new command system - 
Nautis 3 — for eight Hurts over the next 12 months to maintain the Senior 
Service as the world leader in mine wartare. 

The new sonar, developed by experts from QinetiQ, the defence research 
group, is wideband with greater energy to improve range and detection. In 
layman's terms, 2193 can pick out a bowling ball at 1,000 metres. 

Hurworth spent the last six months of 2003 undergoing an extensive 
overhaul! and trials before the new sonar kit was fitted. 

That will be put to the test from next month before the remaining seven 
Hunts used for anti-mine duties — three of the Class serve in Northern 
ireland — are upgraded by 2005. 

® VETERAN: HMS Hurworth in 1987 





LATEST stage in the transformation of the RN Submarine Museum has begun 
after it was awarded nearly £2m by the National Lottery. 





—= ) The futuristic Fieldhouse 
~ | building will enhance exhibi- 
tion space at the Gosport 
memorial to the silent service, 
which at present has more 
artefacts than it can show to 
the public 
Ihe £3.J1m exhibition hall 
named after the late Admiral of 
ihe Fleet Lord Fieldhouse of 
(los porl who Was the mos! sen 
submariner in RN history will 
house the muscum's growing cdu 
cahonal collection as well as * 
craft HMS 4X24 which at present is 
t xpos to the clements 
I he Heritage Lottery Fund 
gave the muscum £1,949, 000) sup 
Porters om the eosport attraction 
are rasing the remaiming £1.m-plus 
to complete the project, which 
should he open to visitors carly 
next vear m time for 2JiKh 
AnNnIVEerRSaAr COMmmMmcmoraions ol 
lrafaleas 
Ihe Ficldhouse building will 
also haruse cture and corporat 
cnicriainmenl area and a scIchHce 
galicry, plus space for temporary 
exhibit horns 
Ihe award ss marvellous news 
ir our muscum, said its Larector 
Car Jctf Tall 
“The Fieldhouse building will 
allow us to look after our precrous 
wartime A-craft properly and add 
an csscntial cducatonal resource 
Ihe modern submarine is the 
most complex machine built by 
man and we want our visitors of all 
ages to share the expenence and 
to understand the importance of 
the sca to Great Britain.” 





@® LOTTERY FUNDING: The new Fieldhouse Building at the RN 
Submarine Museum will help preserve the midget submarine X24. 
Shown above in 1955 is HMS Stickleback, first of the new 
improved descendants of the famous boats that attacked the 
German battleship Tirpitz in Kaafjord, Norway in 1943. 
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® Does actress Emily Hamilton look a bit apprehensive alongside 
Alex Fearns (remember him as evil wife beater Trevor in EastEnders?) 
or what? She shouldn't worry -— the pair star in the new RN-based 
ITV drama series Making Waves, due to hit the small screen later this 
year (see opposite) — and this time Alex is definitely on the side of the : 
angels. 


ROYAL NV Y 





Flashback — campus 
Queen’s dramatic end 


MAIDEN voyage of the Queen Mary 2 last month prompted interest in ships’ names 
(see Letters, p7) and comparisons with earlier great liners in the national press 


Ihe sad end of the first (OQucen Elizabeth 1Y/ 1, bul within hours she was reduced to a 


at Hong Kong in was witnessed by the Sixth Hurnt-oul shell 


Mine ( MUNnICrmMcasu©res Dragon squadron In the Lore ground 1% HMMS Yarnton 
and this picture, taken by Lt Cdr Mike among scvcral ships and helicopters sent to 
Bracelin, CO of HMS Beachampton the rescue — but so fierce was the blaze thal 
appeared in Navy News February 1972 edi ne was forced to stand off and watch the 
hon cnd Of a grand old lady of the scax 

Kenamed “Seawise University’. the 83.000 
ton Cunarder was within five davs of sea tn J+ Among those on board the iucen 
is following a £m refit when plans to turn Marv 2 when she sailed on January 1? was 
ner into a floating Campus came to a sudden Director Trafalgar 200 and Deputy Direct 
cna mM the Rov Naval Museum ¢ mn Wi 

A workforce of more than 1.200 had been He wa ted by Cunard to ; 

me to convert her to her new role since ectures on board CelePrating Aritair 


rival m the Crown Colony in Jul 
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No change 
to the 
we sign 


4 PROPOS Al to ‘deface 

Red Ensign has been def Sa in 
furopcan Parhament 
And fcars that the Ame Orns 


maw ha wiccited the wh 





1 Ministry of Defe: | 
7 kk ret il | 
‘ iT. be re \ cruel tor ry | | 
\ h if | as | a ih we AT 
i af xi MTN mMmitlis rm 1 
ships registered im a “Me 
“ale shall cre the iene n 


vad m 
the Furonecan Lnion. ic. a ¢ 
OM sla On A SjUAIC hie 
wk | ihc comer of | f 
! 
SucT Large }cScrl 1 a 
cgclacing a flag 1 tochnncal term 
which docs nol carry any implica 


hon of vandalam or despmiment 

1 the ji; ark da ke Datic in 
the Hritu community al 
il aaa | om iast veal and there 
who fcarcd that the 
White Ensign may also fall in the 


ho mantim 
wre hell DTTC 


“Mme Calegory 

Mul last month a vote m the 
Puropean Parhament went against 
the proposal 


MEP Jacqueline Foster, 
the Conservative Transport 
Spokesman in the European 
Parliament, said: “There was 
no justification for the com- 
pulsory display of the 
European Union symbol on 
the Red Ensign - it would not 


Hundreds of years of maritime 
traction were wnder threat, and | 
am dchehiced that Britain's mer 
chant fleet can continuc to proud 
lv fly the histonmc Red Ensign.” 

Ihe MOD spokesman sand’ 

Ihere arc no plans for the White 
Ensign to be defaced by the 
F-uropean Union flag 

rhe White Ensign remains the 
maritime flag of commussiponcd 
warships and ships boats of the 
Koval Navy, the Rowal Marines 
ind the Koyal Naval Reserve 

Even when a Koval Navy vessel 
operates as part of a NATO task 
Rroup if CoOntinucs to fly the White 
| nen 

1 hoe only fhxxly authormecd to {hy 
a defaced While Ensign im the 
Koval Yacht Squadron — an exclu 
sive privilege since 1842 


Concert date 


IHE BAND of the Koval Marines 
are lo slage a Spring (_oncert al St 
Mary's Church in Portsmouth on 
Thursday March 18 at 7.30pm 
Doors open at 6.45pm 

lickets arc £6, or £5 for conces 
sons and £3 for children 

Details from the 
Secretary KRMSM, 
Portsmouth PO] 
9272 61K2 

Another concert will be held al 
the church on [Thursday April | 


( oncert 
HMS Nelson. 
tHH, tel (023) 
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Lynx pilot rewarded with citation 


LYNX pilot Alex Johnson has been reward- 
ed for his skill and professionalism during 
a challenging time over Sierra Leone. 

The 815 NAS aviator was serving with 
frigate HMS Iron Duke on patrol in the 
Caribbean 12 months ago when the ship 
was ordered to steam back across the 


Atlantic to Africa's west coast. 


Operation Keeling was instigated to 
show the UK's commitment to the troubled 
time when it appeared 
unrest was about to flare up again. 


African nation at a 





ELEVEN Iraqi fishermen who 
had been admnft for five days 
when their dhow broke down 
in the Northern Gulf are safc, 
thanks the Type 25 frigate 
HMS Norfolk. 

Phe Devonport-based warship 
deployed to the Middic East in 
October and has recently resumed 
patrol duties in Lragi coastal waters 
as part of Operation = Iraqi 
Freedom, following a Christmas 
break mm Dubai 

Ihe crippled dhow, drifting far 
from land, was first spotted by an 
Allved surveillance aircraft, and 
HMS Norfolk altered course to 
investigate 

Night had fallen by the time the 
frigate reached the dhow, and the 





® POMEMs Des O'Connor and 
Dobbo Dobson of Type 23 
frigate HMS Norfolk get to 
work on the failed engine of 
the stricken fishing vessel Al 
Asraa in the Northern Gulf, 
watched by anxious members 
of the Basra-based vessel's 
crew 
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In February and March last year, Lt 
Johnson's Lynx was the sole British mili- 
tary aircraft in theatre. 

He carried out 60 hours of incident-free 
sorties over the country and waters off- 
shore — flying which earned him a citation 
from Lt Gen Sir John Reith. 

lron Duke's Lynx was also sent up on a 
three-hour search and rescue mission 
which turned out to be a false alarm, and 
he flew into a previously unvisited and 
badly-lit landing site to help fly someone 





ship's boarding party was grected 
Dy @ very relieved crew of frmsher 
men 

Ihe fishing vesse! Al Asraa, 
based in Basra, had sailed cleven 
days cariecr, bul her enginc had 
suddenty failed 

Ihe boat drifted for five days. 
and the crew had run out of food 
two days before the Britesh war 
ship s intervention, so the Iraqis 
were delighted when they were 
provided with food and watcr 

[hey were cven more pleased 
when two of Norfolk's mechanics 
managed {to restart the dhow's 
engine 

POMEMs Des O'Connor and 
Dobbo Dobson went over to the 
dhow and managed to turn the 
enginc using batteries brought 


viding power and 
relecved crew 


eratituck 


and Koval Marines of 
[he Commanding 


scl Wie Vere 
lance to the Al Asraa 


pic of rag, 


Of Mur more weal 


break in Duba:, where 
the hangar and the 


fwarvwes 


Gloucester 


which will see her join a French task group and visit 
the Middle East and Inca 

HMS Gloucester, which recently emerged from a 
£24 millon refit, left Portsmouth for Barcelona as 
Navy News went to press 

After a visit to the Spanish port she will call in at 
Toulon to integrate into the French task group, bead 
ed by the nuclear-powered aircraft carnecr FS Charics 
de Gaulle 

At the end of a two-week work-up the group will sail 
cast for the Sucz Canal and the Indian Occan 

The deployment is scheduled to last for just under 


A CHURCH kneeler decorated 
with submarine dolphins, 
dreamt up at Westminster 
Centennial celebrations in 
2001, has been presented to St 
Mary's Church at Ashill in 
Somerset under the watchful 
eye of John Simpson. 

John, an ex-submariner who 
served in HMS Excalibur and 
HMS Orpheus, is now Vice 
Deacon at Bristol Cathedral. 

The kneeler was created bs 
Lady Armstrong (centre), wit 
of the former Cabinet 
Secretary at the time of the 
Falkiands War. 

Also on hand was Aear 
Admiral Submarines, RAear 
Admiral Niall Kilgour. 

The occasion was celebrat- 
ed in traditional style, with the 
new dolphins ‘christened’ 
accordingly, and penitent sub- 
mariners are now welcome to 
make use of the kneeler. 


ied fisher 
ate oa by worio 


across from the frigate 

An overall check resultca in a ihe Ollpoers. 
few adjustments, and 
was running smoothly, 


the cnginc the 
again, pro 


ihe Iraqis demonstrated then 
OW presenting the sailors 
the boarding 
party with fish they had caughi 

Ciiner of ship's company 
nM NSortolk, Cdr lonv Kadakin., 
glad to be of assem 


“Tt os good to be helping the pco 
whether thev 
crmen stricken al sca « i a result 
business Of pro 
tecting Iraqi oil terminals and pre tion for 
venting oi! smuggling from Irag 
NOrtok spent a bnoef Christmas 


concert in the 
ship ‘cowl Ver 
son Of Sacw White and 


tions included a carol 


months, and will 
French, Indian, Omani and other navies 

Gloucester will vesit ports in India and the Red Sea 
areca belore returning to the Mediterrancan 

Qin her way home she will visit Portsmouth's twin 
city of Caen in Northern France before taking part in 
the commemorations for the hh anniversary of D 
Day off the beaches of Normandy 


Malcolm Crec, said: “We 
deployment and looking forward to working with our 
fnends and colleagues in the French 





back to the UK for compassionate rea- 
sons. 

Lt Johnson's citation reads: 
“Responding with enthusiasm to each 
task, regardiess of how demanding it was, 
Alex displayed the attitude and capability 
that sets apart military aviation.” 

The 29-year-old officer, however, says 
the citation is as much for iron Duke's 
flight team and crew who ensured every 
mission ran smoothly as it is for himself. 











e The stricken dhow Al Asraa pictured from an Allied surveillance 
aircraft over the Northern Gulf 


(hretmas dinncr was served by 
aS © traditional, and 
varnous messes and depart 
ments on board managed to dinc 
ashore in local restaurants and 
make use of the sports and pool 
facilities al the ‘Aviation Club 
before the ship resumed her pro 
gramme of patrols and visits 

Ihe break was welcomed by the 
in the run-up to 
(hristmas, apart from the usual 
patrols, the frigate had taken part 
in pount Exercise Ncon Falcon with 
the Bahraiman and US Navi 

This involved a hectic period of 
firing the gun, conducting 
approaches to tankers in prepara 
replenishments at sca 
(KASes), an defence scnals and 
other tests of scamanship 

(hither vessels involved included 
Amencan Ticondcroga-class 
cruiscr USS Philippine Sea and the 
Bahraiman Oliver Hazard Perry 
class {rigatc Sabha 


or he 


arc fmh 


‘ccicpra 


ine Aven 


goes Gallic 


A ROYAL Navy destroyer has sailed on adcployment five 


include cxcrciscs with the 


destroyer, Cdr 
are well prepared for this 


(Commanding Offvcer of the 


Navy during thus 


10th anniversary vear of the Entente Cordialc.” 


Dolphin kneeler surfaces 
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Tyne helps 
search for 
fishermen 


PATROL ship HMS Tyne has been 
involved in the scarch for fisher 
men from a French trawter off the 
ooast of (Cornwall 


I Mors 1 Mp act i 
LT Woinalo i ] 

i th ine Luazard p 
Lida t rwiwi wy if a Tenn 

a 1 Sik 

f A | un j | is Si 

| | ] oa (SAI 
yp vA at oOrdina | 
besa | MmIiflar., an | 
d Kowal Nav SAR aITcrall (rim 

| ~aVa LT “UMCTUM) nae) wl 
KAN 7 Maton (uhdros ncal 
{ Lave if ht A | rcscw rh lj 
rpoicr,. aichwsals i. es PU 
mcrecncy liwine vos. m Well ws 


oMher Naval and merchant ships 

Ivne was on Fisherw Protection 
Patrol in Falmouth Hav when she 
was tasked bw the Coastguard 

speaking during the operation 
her Commanding Officer, La Cdr 
nan laylor, sad: “| have organ 
med all the merchant vessels to 
start patrolling a search arca given 
to us by Falmouth Co asigui rd 

“We are verv carcfully looking 
for debris or any cvidence of any 
Dagy in the water 

“The conditions we are working 
in are considerably difficult, with a 
wind of 45 knots from the west, a 
sca statc of about 5 to 6 and visi 
bility of about one mile 

‘HMS ‘Tyne has all available 
scrsonne!l on the upper deck, 

eeping a sharp cyc out.” 

Iwo bodies were spotted and 
recovered from the water by a 
Royal Navy Sea King from 
Culdrose just after Tyne arrived on 
the soene, but the remaining three 
crew members of the Guilvinec 
registered trawler were still miss 
ing as Navy News went to press 

Ihe search was called off as 
darkness fcll and conditions wors 
encd, but Navy helicopters which 
exercise in the arca maimtained a 
watcn for further bodies of dcehris 
from the boat 

By that stage HMS Tyne had 
resumed her fishery patrol duties 
and called in at Plymouth for a 
weckend visit 


Scott's new 
kit proves 
its worth 


NEW surveying kit fitted to HMS 
SOM & proving its worth on a 
marathon deployment 

Phe ocean survey ship sailed in 
November for trials before head 
ing to the Mediterrancan to begin 
work In carncst 

In once month alone, her new 
ARIS surveying computer soft 

ware collected 6,500 miles of data 
by the tome she rcached Crete 

Since then, Scott, which rotates 
crew regularly to keep up a high 
operational tempo, has sailed 
through the Suez Canal into the 
Middle East 

Survey work has continued im 
the Indian Ocean and off Oman, 
and im late spring she will head 
back Out into the Allantec for more 
surveys, making her first visil to 
Cape Town in the process 


Busy times for 
the ‘Crazy A’ 


VETERAN mine warfare 
HMS Atherstone has pul 


Faslane 


ship 
int 
bnicily for an overhaul 
after a hectic six months hunting 
mines and shady fishermen 

Ihe “Crazy A has managed to 
squeeze in fishery patrols in a half 
year which saw her put through 
sca traming, appear al a fish fest 
val and clock up 4,000 miles at sca 

During her busiest spell moni 
toring and protecting fishing 
stocks, 4) trawlers werc boardcd 
lcading to five prosccutions in the 
COUrTS [OT flouting regulatmons 

The Hunt-class ship was a high 
ight of the Brixham Fish Festrval 


in Devon, when morc than 5,000 
peopic paid a vrsil 
Fishery patrols resume shortly 


followed by a spell running out of 
Portsmouth for weapons training 
ind instruction for pumor officer 
In foOrcign navies 


why wuld VVnews co wk 


rom 





OK a vessel whose 
name has dubious 
beginnings, HMS St 
Albans has become 
a warship which has distin- 


guished herself through the 


CCNLUPICS 
loday St Albans m part way 
ihrowgh her tirst 





ucplhoyment, 
putting the check on smuggicrs and 
terrorists in the Middle Fast and 
Indian Chocan 

But few of her 150 crew proba 
bly know the less than auspicious 
surroundings which gave her pre 
decessor her tithe more than three 
CCnlurics ago. 

Ihe ship takes her name from 
the bastard son of Charles I! and 
Nell Crwyn, Charlies Beaucicrk, the 
first Duke of St Albans, who was 
born barely two decades before the 
first of sa HMS St Albans served 
ihe crown 

That first in line was a fourth 
rate built wm 1687, served William 
of Orange the following year and 
fought in the victory off Barfleur in 
1692. She was wrecked 12 months 
later in a storm as she hurned for 
shelter in Kunsale harbour. 

The same fate befell her succes- 
se», another 50-gun fourth ratc, in 
Jamaica in 1744, when a hurricanc 
smashed through the Caribbean 
In her five-year carecr, the vessel 
had completed blockade duties in 
the war with Spar and successfully 











fernmed soldsers to the Inches 

(aaies seemed to have dogged 
ihe name M Albans. Even the pre 
sont bearcr of the name hasnt 
escaped the curse 

In October 2002. ais ferry 
crunched the frigate while she was 
berthed in Portsmouth Naval Basc. 
interrupting her training pro 
gramme 

But that mm the past. A rejuve 
nated St Albans came oul of 
repairs, sailed through operatponal 
trammg and off to the Middle East 
in November last year 

Ihe demands of the global war 
on terror meant that she was onc 
of the few RN vessels actually at 
sca on December 25. 

Not that that stopped crew 
enjoying themselves (or munch- 
ing ) 

In fine RN tradition, youngest 
crewman OM James Edwards, just 
17, swapped places with 
Commanding Officer Cdr Mark 
Kanibbs for the day, the flight deck 
became home to a carol service; a 
Naval chaplain conducted 
Midnight Mass; and officers scrved 
the ranks their Christmas dinner 
before tucking into their own 
meals. 

And what a dinner: cight 
turkeys, Ske gammon, 2kg beef, 
ke bacon, 6kg stuffing, 400 


chipolatas, SOkeg spuds, I5Skg 
sprouts, ISkg carrots, 20) large 
Christmas puddings, two 


® Belying her 
advanced frigate 


Christmas cakes, 300 mince pies, 


14 tubs of Quality Street, 12 boxes 
of chocolate puddings, 12 boxes of 
mints, six gallons of brandy sauce, 
10 gallons of gravy and 180) bloated 
salors 

Crew were allowed to let their 
hair down at New Year, when the 
ship put into the Seychelles 

The frivolty was a brief let-up in 
the ceaseless war on terror. 

St Albans arrived m the Muddiec 
East in late November and found 
her patrol patch stretched from the 
Gulf to the Horn of Africa. 

A team of Royal Marines pro- 
vides the punch against terrorists 
and smuggicrs moving by sea, lead- 
ing the boarding party which 
Inspects susMCOUS Vessels. 

There's also assistance to other 
seafarers in the regoon to offer. St 





® Non-rigid airship NS6, which served fromm May 1918 to February 1919 


Picture Flew! Aw Arm Museu 


North Sea Class Airships 


IN THE final two years of the Great War, the 
Royal Navy led the world in non-rigid airships, 
a lead due largely to the North Sea class. 

Introduced as a stop-gap before rigid air- 
ships were ready for service, the North Sea, or 
NS class, proved highly capable machines in 
their own nmaght. 

At first the craft were plagued by problems, 
notably with their transmission gear. 

But once the trouble was sorted, the NSs 
began to set endurance records — even though 
it was only designed for 24-hour sorties. 

Powered by two Rolls Royce Eagle and later 
two Fiat engines, at full throttle, the airship 
could manage 58mph, carrying up to six 230!Ib 
bombs 

its crew of 10 lived in relative comfort by the 
standards of the day, enjoying sleeping quar- 
ters in the North Sea's gondola. A hot plate 
was also provided for meals, adapted on one 
of the engine's exhausts. 

The first of the class was delivered to RNAS 


Kingsnorth in February 1917. NS-1 went on to 
fly 1,500 miles in just under 50 hours. 

Seventeen of the class were built, NS-1 
through to NS-15 (number 13 was renumbered 
14 and sold to the Americans), but 15, 17 and 
18 never entered service as the war ended. 

NS-3 was lost in a storm in June 1918, taking 
five crew down with her. NS-8 escorted the 
German High Seas Fleet when it surrendered in 
November that year. 

The non-rigids continued service post-war, 
but only brieffty. 

NS-11 proved the most successful, setting 
an endurance record on minehunting patrol 
when she remained airborne for more than 100 
hours, covering 4,000 miles in the process. Her 
luck ran out off the East Anglian coast in July 
1919 when she crashed, probably after being 
struck by a bolt of lightning. 

The last of the class, NS-7, was paid off — or 
‘deflated’ in 1920 after training American air- 
ship crew. 


Ships of the Royal Navy No 





Albans recently came across 4 
people women and children 
among them — crammed aboard a 
barely scaworthy vessel. The KN 
team checked over the boat and 
gave the refugees supplics to con- 
tinue thew voyage 

It has taken more than three 
long years to get to this stage. 

St Albans hurtled down the slip- 
way at BAE Systems’ yard in 
Scotstoun in May 2000 

Her launch brought the curtain 
down on a decade of building Ti 
23, or Duke class, frigates for 
today's RN. 

The Dukes were orginally con- 
cerved as Atlantic anti-submarine 
hunters for the Cold War which 
ended as the first two of the class. 
HMS Norfolk and Argyll, were 
cntcring service 


innings in the 17th century, today's Type 23 frigate HMS St Albans - the most 
) the Royal Navy's arsenal 


Instead, the frigates have 
become the workhorses of the flect 
around the globe, called on to per- 
form defence diplomacy, gunfire 
Support, anti smuggling Ofc ra licens 
as well as their intended role. 

This workhorse role ts one the 
previous St Albans, number five, 
would recognise all too well. 

Built as the USS Thomas in 
1918, the RN acquired her in 
September 1940 under a deal with 
the United States, for convoy and 
anti-mune dutres. 

She was then briefly loaned to 
the Norwegian Navy before rejoin- 
ing the RN for duties in the 
Atlantic and Arctic. Finally, she 
was given to the Russians who fit- 
tingly renamed ber Dostoinyi 
Worthy, a tithe perhaps due all six 
St Albans 
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Facts and 
itelti gos 


Range: 7,800 miles at 15kts 
c.180 (17-22 
officers, 57 semor rates, 111 


junior ranks) 

Machinery: 2x FRolis Royce 
SM1C gas turbines; 4x 
Paxman diesel nerators 
driving two GEC electric 
motors 

Weapons: Vertical launch 
Sea Wolt anti-missile missile 
sysiem; Harpoon anti-ship 
missile, 4.5in Mk 8 main 
gun, 30mm cannons and 
7.62mm machine guns; 


poco aarp Mk 8 or 


sonar 
aad cena Coane 


suniis cache th tee Gane 
Atlantic and Mediterranean 


Barfleur......... a reneee- 1692 


Atilantic.. 1941-43 
English Channel.........1942 


North Sea....... sounensenanes 1943 
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Letters 
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WEY! OFFOL 


‘OW MANY VALENTIVE 
ctr? CARS LPIA 


Canadian 
casualties 


MY EYE caught the picture of 
HMCS Haida (November issuc) 
and once | read the caption I had 
to write and correct it 

First of all, Handa assisted in 
the destruction of enemy ships 
and didi not sink them all on her 
own. Her fellow Tiibal, HMCS 
Iroquois actually assisted in 
sinking more cnemy shipping 
than did Handa 

Iroguom also served in the 
Korcan War, dod two tours of 
lutv and was the only Canadian 
‘up to suffer casualties al the 
hands of the enemy in that 
ontlat 

Also the captbon inferred that 
(anada has preserved two Tribals 
ind mentions HMCS Sackville as 
yc of them. HMCS Sackville is a 
orvetic and the last remaming 
nc. It ea floating mMuscuMm and 
can be visited in the summer 
months m the harbour at Halifax 
NOVa Sootia P. Fane 
president (West) Canadian Tribal 
Destrover ASSO Saanichton 
Hnteh Columbia 


Rum issue 
welcomed 


IN November 
mivert for the larec decanter of 
Pusser's Kum. Unfortunate when 
ordercd one from 
“aubcalia they were out of stock 
vou bheleve they were 
wmecwherc in mid occan cn roulc 
for the UK so they could not 
Supply im tume for ( hrestmas 

lo make amends they sent a 
miniature worth £10) grates in the 
hope it UL) ty 
disappointment mine to keep 
whether of not | stl) wanted the 


YR 


mauc was a larec 


raw wil 


would 


full suze decanter. You don't ect 
ihat kind of service verv oficn 
thes cavs. ch YOu ” M. 


Withington, Isle of Sheppcs 


Letters to the Editor should 
always be accompanied by 
the correspondent's name 
and address, not nec- 


essarily for publication. 
emai correspondents are 
also requested fo provide 


this information. 
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poor Punjabi 





| WAS intrigued and amused by the story of HMS Maori's ‘near miss’ with HMS Warspite. 


Potmess 
missed 


I served aboard Warspite at 
that time and may even be in 
the group on the focsle m 
your picture 

l reckon ‘ABC’ kept quict about 
the ‘jammed stecring incident as 
he knew that his own Warspite had 
a tendency to have the same 
problem all her life and usually did 
so af the most awkward times 

Al ber first action at Jutland her 
jammed stecring caused her to 
race around in a crcle between 
fmend and foe alike, collecting 
shell hits (13) from all and sundry 

In her three year refit 1934-37 in 
Portsmouth she was stripped to 
her frame, made up to a new ship 
but retained her favourite 
tendency despite all cfforts to cure 
her and displayed this for the rest 
m her life whenever she felt like a 
bil of fun! 

So I reckon Cunningham's 
silence was just m case it was his 
turn next C. Prow, Dumbarton 


THE STORY of the ncar muss 
between Warspitec and Maori 
brought to mind the occasjon when 
another Tnbal class, HMS Punjaly 
was icss fortunate and was cul in 
half by the battleship HMS Kung 
Crcorec V on Mav 1. 1942 

Ihe Flect was covering the 
passage Of convoys POIS/OPII 
and the modent occurred 
450 miles cast of Ilccland 

While zig-zagging the force ran 
into fog and the order to cease zig 


SOIT 
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zag did nol apparently reach 
Puram in time to avond collrmaon 

ihe acodcnt was made worse by 
the dctonation of the destrovers 
depth whech dw 
damage lo the hows af the 
battheship 

Ihe stern of Punjabi sank 
immediately, but the bow portion 
remained afloat long cnough for 
lb’ of her company to be rescucd 

| was an ordinary scaman in 
HMS Martin at the time and this 
operation was her first after work 
up and gave a stark reminder that 
the dangers of Arctic convoys were 
not only those provided by the 
cnemy 

Ibe survivors were shared 
between Martin and our sister ship 


cnarecs TMs 


Marnc who then cscorted KG 
back to Iccland 

Martin spent most of the 
summer of 1942 in the Arctn 


before going to the Mediterranean 
for the “lorch landings in North 
Africa, shortly after which she was 
torpedocd and sunk. | was aboard 
the ship for the whole of her short 
carecr. — S. A. Hands, Leigh-on 
Seca, Essct 





Consort 
played 
the game 


1 REALLY must take | 


and my first meal alx 


POlMmcss 


and | am sure 


\ Parker 
to task re the naming of Potmess. | 
quned my first submarine in 1455 


ard 
il 


Wa iS 
ary 


named manv vears before thal. | 


do mrss it 
gum! aS 
grub 


a pusser's 


i hef 


Lawrencetown. Nova Scotia 


no one can make il as 
Lovely 


Capt B. G. Phillips, 


IN DIRECT contrast to P. Dartyy’s 
recollection of tinned items being 
the cheapest (January rsuc) my 
own memory i thal tinned food 
was the mont CYUpPCmsVve lo such an 


extent that the accepted rule was 


that when you had a pot mess you 


dal not gel a duff 
And, if you wanted 
vou madc it yourself 


Hamlet, Southsea, Hants 


a clakker 
AR. 


L : 
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Modern RN 
medics no 
longer mere 
‘assistants’ 


AS A IHCD Paramedic Officer and former submariner, albeit a 


fore ends cross 


trained OEM/UW3, I 


can understand the 


frustration the former MA ts experiencing (December issuc). 


scrvice we actively 
recruitment of cx 
Forces medics ctc, mainly RAM( 
(‘ombat Med Tecs 

They do have the knowledgc 
and some experience that can be 
used in the cmilian ambulance 
service but still have to do the 
required NHS ambulance courses 
and start at the bottom rung, so to 
speak 

Onc way around the current 
woblem would be for the Royal 
Nav) or Other Services to put their 
medics through the technicians’ 
course as a maticr of standard 
training 

This could be dome as soon as 
they pon the Services ofr shorth 
bcfore they icave, thercfore 
allowing the opportunity of better 


in mv 
cncourage 


cwilan employment when their 
time ms done 

One former RAMC Warrant 
Olficer paid for his own tech 


course before Icaving the Service 

I have had many special forces 
personne! out with me observing, 
Lavine donc wii Lraining ah 
hospital to prepare them for roles 
abroad where skills not usually 
ecen there may be of usc 

Many have sand that on leaving 
the Services they would seck a 
carecr un the ambulance service 

As the Koval Navy renders ai 
lo a varicty Of Gountincs, now more 
so than ever an ambulance 
technician OF paramedics course 
would help the Services medics no 
end to deal with medical problems 
in relation to the older population 
and children rather than fit young 
malic and female Servicc peopic 
K. Errington, Communit 
Paramedic Officer, Staffordshire 
Ambulance Service 


IAGREE with ex-MA Ayrton’s 
comments concerning the medical 


qualifications available to 
members of the RN Medical 
SCTVICce. 


| also agree with the comments 
of the Office of 2SL in that a C&G 
ss only a starting point. However, 
a8 a passionate member of the 


KNMS and a CPOMA of 32 years 
| constantly ‘campaigned’ for 
better tramimg and qualifications 
for the MA and on leaving the KN 
in J000) | wrote to the training 
Commodore on behalf of the MA 

In a personal reply he stated 
that hes father, an ex-FCPOMA, 
had the same probicms 4) years 
ago’ 

l am aware of the current cfforts 
of the RNMS and the diffcrences 
with our crvilian counterparts, but 
also aware of numerous initiatives 
by the cwilian ambulance services 
which now allow paramedics to be 
trained, with subsegucnt 
qualifications, in injury 
ascssment, diagnostic skills and 
wound care 

Skills which senior medical 
ratings arc required to use almost 
on a Gaily hase’ 

Ihe RNMS adopt 
some lateral and more mnovative 
thinking and change to reflect the 
value of the MA. It could start by 


necas to 


changing the nomenclature — they 
are no bonger ‘assistants , but often 
act independently in very 


responsible Th he rcrnwic irinMn TT 
medical facility L. PF. Yeoman. 
Pivmouth 


- 
Michael’s 
wings 
INOTICE im your December 
msuc (here was a photograph of 
Prince Michacl of Kent wearing 

naval wines on hes wniflorm 

Would wt he possible lo 
asocriam why he ss cntithed to wear 
them ” 

In order to wear them it ts usual 
to qualify as a Service pilot and go 
operational. When he was mad 
Commodore of the KNK i] 


assumed it was an honorary title 
‘Icarus’, Qucen Camel, Somersct 


Prince Michael obtained his 
wings as a pilot during his Army 
service. — Ed 
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Guarantee 
for ships? 


NOTWITHSTANDING the fact 
that CPO Penfold appears to be 
questioning the wisdom of his C 
in" when choosing the names for 
the ships of her Navy (January 
rsue) his understanding of the sit 
uation nceds correcting 

Ihe current Cunard liner 
QOuecen Elizabeth 2 (QOF2) is not 
named after Her Majesty. She is 
actually so called to perpetuate 
the name Quecn Flizabeth in the 
Cunard flect — that is, she reflects 
the fact that she os the swocessor to 
the previows ship of the name 
which was named after Quecn 
l-lizabcth, the late Quecn Mother 
who launched her in 1938 

Ihe misundcrstanding i a com 
mon one and one that | would also 
he guiltv of had | not owerheard a 
CMVersaion Many Vears ago in 
whoch a scnor Offpoer of OF2 
recalling his correction of some 
onc who had fallen wnto the same 
rap 
This should not occur in future 
if one bears in mond the fact that 
the new Cunarder m% named 
Queen Mary 2 thus perpetuating 
the name Queen Mary 

CPO Penfold’s other reasons 
for querying the validity of naming 
one of the projected aircraft carr- 
cm. HMS Qucen Elizabeth imvite 
further comments 

If the name is Iecft as it stands, 
the ship will not in fact be named 
after the current sovereign unless 
Ihe Roman numeral Il is append- 
cd 

The ship will thus commemo- 
rate the first Elizabeth, Elizabeth 
ludor, as did her predecessor, a 
battleship commussioned in 1915 

Ihe naming of such vessels is 
never undertaken lightly. Forge 
my archness. bul these names and 
allocating them now will as good 
4% guarantee thal the Roval Navy 


Weis 


will get them. No one would dare 
cance! anything with Her 
Mapesty Shame on il ‘Foul- 
weather Jacket’, Farcham, 
Hants 


® Below:The massive after 
1Sin turrets of the battleship 
HMS Queen Elizabeth, pho- 
i in 1915. inset: The 
QE2 leaves the Ocean 
Terminal at Southampton at 
the start of her Transatlantic 
maiden voyage on May 2, 
1969. 

it was planned that a fly past 
of 13 Buccaneers of 736 Naval 
Air Squadron would take 
place, but bad weather 
reduced this to five aircraft 
which made a single run in 
arrowhead formation in salute 
fo the ‘First 
Atlantic’. 

The aircraft flew from RW Air 
Station Lossiemouth led by Lt 
Cdr D. RP Mears, 736 Sqn CO. 
The had close ties 


squadron 
with the QOE2, the number 736 
being the yard number of the 
ship before launch. There was 
a discotheque on board called 
the 736 Club. 


Disney gives 

us discounts 

SO wny can't 
Victory’? 


1 ONCE again find myself feeling a second class citizen, having served 20 years in both the 


RN and RNR. 


On a rare visit with my fam- 
ily to Portsmouth, we decided 
to show our children some of 
our heritage and visit HMS 
Victory. 

The banner at the ticket office 
proudly stated discount for Service 
personnel. | showed my RNR ID 
and was told that the discount 
applied only to RN and not RNR 
and only to me, not my family. 

Why are the RNR once again 
treated so shabbilv” 

| was very embarrassed in the 
quecuc. My hushand, as a Mid, was 
a Victory guide during three 
months shore time and we now 
had two disappointed children 
hecause we fclt so humiliated and 
disinchined to go round the ship 

It secms my life is worth the 
same a5 a regular in battle or when 
called up, but not ashore 

We were not treated as such at 
Disneyworld, Flonda — their dis- 
counts applied to regular and 
rcacrve 

It reminds me of the poem on a 


wall plague I noticed when in 
Cnbraltar: 

God and the sailor all men 
adore / In tumes of trouble or times 


war But when the sailor 
home and tumes arc nehited / Crod 
6 wnored and the a is Slight- 
ed. —- Lt C. A. Kitchen, R! KX. 
HMS Wildfire, Northwood 


Barrel for 
Guard 


IT WAS indeed a pleasant sur- 
prise to sce the photograph of a 
Royal Guard (December rssuc). | 
have the same photograph on the 
wall in my study because | was a 
member of that Guard 


a is 


The ship I was in, HMS 
Homeguard, had come in from 
the North Atlantic with some gash 
around the screw and we were pul 
into Bidston dry dock to have it 
removed, 

The ship received a signal for 
all crew apart from one stoker and 
one scaman to report to the base 
HMS Irwell. 

We were cquipped with belt, 
gaiters, nfle and bayonet and 
on the square with a lot of ot 
ships compamics and this went on 
for a week. 

At the end of the week we were 
msucd with new collars, new cap 
tally and told that we were to be a 
Roval Guard for the King and 
Qucen. The Commander of the 
base laicr bought us a barrel of 
beer R. K. Higginbotham, 
Cheadle, Cheshire 


Bell job 
too hard 


I NOTE from your People in the 
News page in the January issuc 
that it « Claimed that onc of HMS 
(Chatham's officers’ children was 
the “first Christening” on board 

| regret to inform Li Cdr 
Nelson that this ts not truc. Whilst 
I was First Licuwtcenant of HMS 
Chatham from 1994-95 my son, 
David James Alexander Gibbs, 
was christencd on Saturday. 
January 14, 1995, on the bridge, by 
Father Graeme Elmore, then the 
Padre of HMS Ralcigh 

David's was not the only chris 
tening that took place whilst we 
were in that DED and its after- 
math, but [ do not have details of 
the others 

| do know that a previous XO, 
La Cdr Allan Pearson, also had his 


child chrstened on board some 
years before and | am sure that 
there are many others. The prob- 
lem occurred when we all tried to 
get the bell engraved. The then 
Captain's Secretary wrote to us in 
1998 asking for confirmation of 
details and |, for one, sent a 
cheque 

We were then told that the bell 
was made of such hard material 
that engraving had turned out to 
be impossible and our cheques 
were returned. | have now written 
to the CO to arrange for my son's 
name to be added to the ship's 
bell Lt Cdr P.Gibbs, National 
Defense University, Fort Lesley J. 
McNair, Washington DC 
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Say it with 
seashells 


SAILORS in the 19th century were often separat- 
ed from their loved ones for years and while they 


lished by Rizzoli in the USA in 2002. - 


away would spend hours making special 
Valentines for wives and sweethearts back home. 
The heart-shaped tribute like the one shown 
here would often be made of sailciloth, soaked in 
red dye and decorated with seashells. it would 
ee ee 

turn. 
Sailors Valentines by John Fondas was pub- 


Bangor, Gwynedd 
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7 Helping Hands 
ron Duke just in 
» the nickel 
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® You won't feel a thing...Crew of Ark Royal with Leeds Blood 
Centre staff and their mascot Billy Blood Drop 


FOR crew of HMS Ark Roval POAEM(M) Colin Edwards, STD 

wing back and thinking of England “oc Brennan, CPO( AEA) Johnny 

was nol such a pic asurcabic affair tircwer (OMs Steven Watt and 

when they dropped in on Leeds Danic!l Bennet LEM( AE) Joc 
len sailors volunteered lo gerne Filho and Lis Adam (Coates and 
aK!) when they visited the West James Holgate 


Thanks to the Roval Navy and 
HMS Ark Roval for continuing to 
pore Wotle blows donatvon ney its 


om the carn 
om its frecdom of 


Yorkshire city 
crs celebration 
Lccas 
Those drained of a pint were 
Teaniser POAEM(L) Jason 
Woods POWAH) Paul Lodiam 
who oollected a badec after donal 
i pint if 


is part 


young mcn and women 
vcularly benchaal 
vear when we 
(hrs Sims, 
( entre 


is pas 
al this time of 
necd donors,” said 
head of Leeds Blood 
blown) 


nis Pah 


The Royal Navy 
& Royal Marines 
Children’s Fund 


Patron Her Majesty the re 


Er pisie tre ee e 
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Homme os the 


HISTORY 


Chukiren of the Kowal Nawal Services howe =P 


prcmucr charity for 

Wwhling chantaMec help lo chukien of 

anne) of the 
Roval Navy. Royal Marines, The Queen 
Alexamda Royal Naval Nursing Service, 


Att o-7ne€ harmless +tars STVing atm) Cl -sctrving jaTs 


) bey the charviaite funnels 


hoc Seppted for « 
wiginally as 

opanages bul now 1 was appromnaic : 
to present day needs. such as schools the former Women's Koyal Naval Service | 
., special needs establihments ana) the rescrves 


‘ar! on then own hones mm times 


HOW HELP IS ORGANISED 


H larly Criss Considcration 


AIM 
The Royal Navy & Royal 
Marines Children’s Fund 


of every Circumstance 
given swift and sympathetic afiention by 
people who understand the difficultics of 
service amd scafaring lifc 

Loobcatens can he muxdec af any time 
Formed from The RN & RM (tukiren's ASLAN Cal 


lrowt and The RS & BRM Choileren’s offsece direct fics 


Thee sccking coniact the 


The Royal Navy & Royal Marines Children’s Fund | 


411 Twyford Avenue, Stamshaw, Portsmouth PO2 SPI 
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4 PERSONAL crusade by 
Iron Duke senior rating 
John Davies ended when 
the frigate visited her affilt- 
ated port of Hull. 

lhe chict pert oOlIce dccudicd 
to collect odds and cnds of forcign 
currency when he heard the Ruwal!l 
Natronal lufcboat Institutnon 
could turn the loose change into 
sterling to boost theu coffers 

fic filled a bucket with J5ke of 
mostly from the Type 23 
spc ll im the 


CUMTTS 
irigatc § drug-husting 
Canbbean 12 months ago 

Pavback came when lron Duke 
sailed into Kingston-upon-Hull to 
celebrate the freedom of the city 

[he warship was ushered into 
the port bv the Prnde of the 
Humber lifcboal, which collected 
the bucket when it came abongside 


P-l-a-y away 


for Glasgow 


CREW of vetcran destroyer HMS 
Glasgow turned into fig kids when 
they were asked to build a play 
ground for needy youngsters 

Sailors spent three days on the 
edge of the yungle in Sierra Leone 
creating a play arca for some of 
the orphans of civil war in 
Freetown, the country’s capital 

Locals had cleared the area, but 
it was up to the Type 42 crew to 
build a playhouse, swings, Clumbing 
frame and monkey bars, plus a 
roof over them to shelter young 
sters from the African heat. 

“It proved to be very tiring as 
relatrvely casy tasks became much 
harder when carrnicd out in 40 
degrees Of African sun,” said 
Glasgow s marine enginecring 
officer La Cdr Danny Owens 

“Many of the war orphans were 
present and treated us lo a moving 
song Of thanks for our hard work 

“It gave us a chance to rebuild a 
small part of a country torn apart 
by civil war and | know for those of 
us that took part, we will remem- 
ber it long after the memores of 
the last run ashore have faded.” 

Next on Glasgow's Afncan 
odyssey was a stop-off in Takoradi, 
Ghana, where senior clergyman 
Bishop Francis Quashic picked up 
A) boxes of gifts 

Ihe shup offered to ferry dona 
tions of childrens books, (toys 
computers, 
supples and a 125cc motorbike on 
behalf of All Saints Church in 
Denmead, Watcrlooville 





chines, hasec medical 


- 22 historic 


recordings to celebrate the Royal Marines Band 
Service's centenary 1903-2003. This selection 
from their Gold Disc winning albums includes 
all the favourites: Under the White Ensign, A 
Life on the Ocean Wave, The Globe and 
Laurel, Commando Patrol, Waltzing Matilda, 
Blaze Away and the ever popular nautical tunes 
Three Jolly Sailormen and The Sailor's 
Holiday. Also The Huntsmen (post horn solo), 
Two Little Finches, Pomp and Circumstance 
March No. 5, Cornet Carillon, Sandpaper 
Ballet and many more. Sir Vivian Dunn 
conducts the Bands of HM Royal Marines 
Portsmouth & Royal Marines School of Music. 


Cunpact Disc £12. 00 incl p+p (UK and Overseas) 
Make cheques payable to Eastney Collection — most major credit cards also accepted 
Eastney Collection, 60 Mayford Road, London SW12 8SN 
tel: 020-8673-6157; fax: 020-8772-9545: Email: castneycol(@aol.com 


www.eastneycollection.com 





the fngate on the 
caluary 

Dhat duin't 
during the visit to East Yorkshire 

Iron Duke's Commanding 
(Nincer (dr Peter Carden and crew 
strolled into the chikidren s ward of 
the Roval Infirmary to hand over 
FV (Me). The cash 


hore 


up the 


jal eal i 


rancd by cvents 
beard 
growing, will help to pay to kit out 


such as rcnng and 


ao SCnSOry TrooOm 10 encourage 


f time 





end the fund-ramsing 





yvoungstcrs with autem to micract 


with their surroundings 

fhe visst to the cast coast cify 
gave biull’s Lord Mayor a chance 
back to sea. Cllr Ken 
iranson served as a chic! stoker 
and never cnpoyed the prvilcee of 
a port entry on the bridge — until 
iron Luke s visit to his home city 

he mavor laicr took 


io gel 


the salute 
by Iron Duke's 
crew, alongside Cdr Carden 


al a march past 


® Pass the bucket, please: CPO(WEA) John Davies lowers a pail 


with 25kg of foreign coins packed inside to the Humber lifeboat 





sailors’ life cycle 


for good causes 





SAILORS in HMS Newcastle, Ledbury and Ark Royal are sad- 


diing up for charity cycle rides. 


Carrier crew rode from Newcastle to Ark's affiliated city of 
Leeds when the ship exercised its freedom of the West 
Yorkshire metropolis in November. 

Most of the 10 crew turned cyclists - including CPO(PT) 


Randle, Fit Lt Armit, 


CPO(CT) Anderson, LSA Bonelli, STD 


McDonough and WEA Derham - covered the 106-mile road trip 
in relays. Hardy sailors Lt Coles and CPO(AEA) Weatherall cov- 


ered the entire distance. 


The road trip raised £1,200, split three ways between Children 
in Need, Hertfordshire Ambulance Service and the National 


Newcastle's crew are gearing up for fund-raising after receiv- 
ing five mountain bikes by Halfords in Fareham. 

The venerable Type 42 destroyer set off last month on a 
seven-month tour of duty of the Mediterranean with NATO. 

And at most of the ports the Geordie Gunboat puts into, crew 
will set off on sponsored cycle rides for the ship's charities. 

“The bikes are going to be in great demand during our deploy- 
ment and provide an ideal opportunity for some leisure activities 
for the ship's company and help to maintain general fitness,” 
said Newcastle's CO Cdr Jeremy Biunden. 

And around one third of minehunter HMS Ledbury's crew are 
riding from the ship's namesake town in Herefordshire to her 
home port of Portsmouth in support of Ledbury’s chosen good 


cause, Mane Curie Cancer Care. 


Around 10-12 crew are lined up for the ride. Anyone wishing 
fo sponsor the marathon ride should contact OM Simon 
Backhouse on military dial 9385 4596 or 9380 28697. 


Cdr Jeremy Blunden, CPO(WEA) ‘Gabby’ Hayes, 





* Easy riders: HMS Newcastle crew and their new bikes the 
destroyer's flight deck, (left to right) Std ‘Robbie’ Robinson, CO 


OM ‘Sticky’ 


Green, LPT ‘Topsy’ Turner, Lt Paul Bastian 
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News in brief 


HMS Cornwall helped to refur 


bish Looe Health Centre through 
bs 





(Officers aboard 


cir fund-ramsing actrvitics 
Members of the (PU) mess col 
iccted L4In) for the centre during 
the Type 22 (ngate's cight-month 
spel] with NATO's Atlantic patro 
force las! year 

Ihe ship has been a supporter 
ol th 
she cniered service |5 years ago 


Cornmeh good cause since 


@ JUNIOR and senior rates at 
HMS Collingwood are resting 
their feet after walking from 
the Fareham base to the capi- 
tal. 

It took LOM Dusty Rhodes, 
POs Dave Gwilliam and Dickie 
Byrd and Royal Marine Sgt 
Simon Smith three days to trek 
along main roads from the 
training establishment to the 
BBC's studios in London for 
Children in Need. 

Their walk was part of a con- 
certed effort by the maritime 
wartare centre to support CIN . 

Activities inciuded fancy 
dress events, swearing boxes, 
weight guessing, leg waxing 
(for men) and a reggae coffee 
morning. The base raised 

Collingwood sailors have 
also been collecting for more 
local good causes, notably 
Fareham Social Services who 
received Christmas hampers 
crammed with food and drink 
to hand to the town's elderty 
and infirm residents. 





BSB CREW of HMS Manchester 
helped the Red ( ross in 
Montserrat move to new premises 
during the destrovers rccent 
patrol of the Canbbean 

Sgilors also found tume to reno 
vate a school for autimtic young 
sic in l uracad and revamp il 
children’s home in Trinidad during 
breaks from drug-busting opera 
tons 





@ STAFF at ANAS Culdrose 
jumped into the pool in the lat- 
est round of events to bolster 
the funds of the base's nurs- 


Bosses of Helitots are deter- 
mined to raise £10,000 to 
improve day care facilities for 
offspring of sailors and airbase 
A group of Culdrose staff 
cheered on by Helitots young- 
sters took to the pool for a 
sponsored swim which 
fetched more than £300. 

The planned revamp of the 
nursery includes a conservato- 
ry and safety play kit with a 
soft matting surface. 


@ THE GRAPEVINE Activities’ 
Centre at HMS Sultan have 
revamped the engineering base's 
cyber cafe to cope with demand al 
the Gosport establishment 

(srapevine was sct up |3 vears 
ago by Naval chaplains to oversec 
actvilics for saubors 

Ihe new “Matrix Reloaded’ cafc 
features seven PCs linked to the 
inte met Via broadhbanc. 


icmure 


@ YOUNGSTERS at the Puffin 
Pre-School Nursery for 
Portsmouth Naval families 
were knocked for six by sailors 
on Whale Island. 

Trainees on the ‘Initial 
Regulators’ qualifying course 
at HMS Excellent took a break 
from studies to take the four- 
and five-year-olds_ ten-pin 
bowling at Portsmouth's 
Gunwharf Quays leisure com- 


Not only did the sailors treat 
the youngsters to a night out, 
but they raised more than E300 
in the process, which 
will be ploughed back into the 
nursery to provide new toys. 


@ it (UKs Steve Arosnar-( larke 
and Steve Bedelle rared £422 for 
the Stroke Assocation when thev 
completed the Great South Run 
through the strects of Portsmouth 

Lit Cdr Bedelle crossed the fin 
meh line m | howr and 12 minutes, 
followed a minute later bv his 
HMMS Collingwood colleaguc. The 
pair came 704th and 77 
trvely 


rd respec 


WwW dV vnews.co.uk 























9, 000 


= - 
[eee ee 
2 — = 


PT P 
- 
- 


A iil : 7 
avy News 


file 


hy beet 
P ly t 


tlh 
o TH 


iol 


i 
@ 


wie 
f (| 


| 

" 
i" 
a) 


fodlnies! 
ott | 


Lari 
# u il 
pe | H T, ® 
fr fini “ea hey 
nyt al 


Full help section “ mae 

J = d # — 
Meplcsjiteisiceeatiesehuce fog Pp of a national 
cal‘) = | 


1aSere) 


{ “More Zelg international p 


For further details contact: The Business Manager, 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth PO1 3HH 
Tel: +44 (0)23 9282 6040 Fax: +44 (0)23 9283 0149 


| 
ir-™ » hur 
lel ae i 
, Rae OP a os Sa Sw oe 2 iS 


















| | : 

t ~~ " ' - —s " 

, , - s on 

' > >. oe , 
# ‘" 
i —_ z a “* #  « ; a Fu 
“a ; . - 
’ 
) oO , 
z = * 










oe 





| oy 


=. 
. 


“¢ 
XW 


; : “ = 
OE 


= © 
oe af 


os 


— 


To mark the 50th anniversary of Navy News this year we are 
Starting to put all our back numbers on CD and DVD - opening 
with the past 13 years, some of the most momentous we have 
ever covered. 

Navy News was founded in 1954 purely to serve the 
Portsmouth Command. Within a few months its success 
allowed it to expand to cover the whole of the Service. 


Today it has at least a quarter of a million readers — probably 
many more as we have plenty of evidence of how a few copies 
may be passed around whole ship’s companies, ex-pat 
communities and ex-Service associations who use its column to 
keep in touch with present developments and old shipmates. 


Foreign embassies and Press correspondents scan its pages, 
regularly picking up items they have missed through the usual 
lines of communication. 

Since it first entered the Communicators in Business annual 
competition in 1973 Navy News has won over 100 awards 
without missing a single year — a unique achievement. Last year 
it won its third award from the Plain English Campaign. 


Navy News 1990-2003 tells the story of the Royal Navy in the 
post Cold War era — a period of paradoxically increasing 
uncertainty and far-reaching change which saw the Senior 
Service square up to challenges and responsibilities that might 
have been unthinkable only a short time earlier. 

And emerge with flying colours as well as its healthiest building 
programme for decades. 


You read it here first - now you can read it all again. 
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Paul's mask 
leaves them 
goggle-eyed 


EX-SENIOR rating Paul McBride 
has his cye on a national award 
after designing a revolutionary 
pair of swimming goggics 

The former chief aircrewman 
who now works in the Merlin train- 
ing facility at RNAS Culdrose is 
one of three inventors — with his 
business partner Richard Hockin 
battling for the top title m the 
BBC's Innovation Nation contest 

Ihe Beeb scoured the land for 
inventions for the competition and 
received 5,000 entries 

But only three were whittled 
down by science experts for the 
final, including the Cornish duo's 
goggles 

[he two inventors came up with 
the cyewear when a fnend com- 
plained that his children were 
struggling with conventional gog- 
gies in the pool 
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SUE, 42. from Bristol. Secks friends 
in the Royal Navy/Marnnes. Aged 


19.44 Box Feb 1 


FIT, LIVELY attractive divorced 
Lady 49. Secks similar male penpal 
45.55 SW hased. 
Box Feb 2 


for fmendship 


CURVY, VIVACIOUS, 
17 Seeks 


brunetic. 
Servicemen for 
fun/triendship/relationship 


Box Feb 3 


SINGLE FEMALE 35 GSOH 
WLTM for fnendship. Box Feb 4 


MALE, 33, PORTSMOUTH 
Secks Lady for fun, fnmendship, 
maybe more. Box Feb § 


CARING 49 SLIM female 4 i. 


divorced Looking for single 
ile pen frnend 45-55 Navy 
rr ndsahip Relationship 
U/Portsmouth Photo 


Hox bkeb 6 
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‘Pontnends, Navy News, HMMS Nelson, Porternouth PO! 
JHH. Replies to your box number will be forwarded on. (Payment by creciit | 
card/ewtch please use Coupon on page 4 | 


Ary person who writes bo an advertiser must use 4 stamped 
fwerlope beanng the ecvertiiens boa number clearhy in the bottom lef hand 
corner The letter should then be enclosed in a second envelope and addressed 
Cannot Quarantes that unstamped letiers will be redirected 





P ies 


® inventor Paul McBride 
shows off his revolutionary 
swimming goggles 


Ihe result ts an entirely flexible 
mask which fits more comfortably 
around the face and leaks Icss 
water. The mask uses revolution- 
ary material which ts still awaiting 
ts “kite mark from industry 
experts | 

Viewers of the show will decide 
which of the three final designs is 
the invention of the year when the 
show airs later in 200M 
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NICE PERSONALITY, caring, 
kind, good nature, GSOH 32+ 
Fnendship/relationship Photo 


appreciated. Box Feb 7 
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-PENM FALLS — 
LINK LINE is a British Registered 
Charity committed to bringing people 
together as pen trends. Get to know 
a compamon or partner, like yourself, 


before you meet. Just exchange 
| letters unt! you feel comfortable with 
your new fnend 
Details: SAE; Linkline (NN), 
Box 7358, LONDON N11 SOF 





VALENTINES PARTY NIGHT 
Mect that special person at the 
“Singles Nightclub , Sunday [Mth 
February. Doors open 6pm. Drinks 
free all mght to the best dancer 
optional. Just enter 
that 


fancy dress 


through the door Sas 
‘Chatroom 
www.forcespenpals.co.uk 


CVCTvViMic WCCiMTe | 
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replies are forwarded fo pou meopened 


We therefore advrte thal pou enter into Correspondence with cacten Do aot grve oof pour 


addres. telephone neember unt! poo lee! combertable with pout new friend 


| pow arrenge to meet inform s tnend of pour whereabouts aed shways meet m a public place Trust 
your imtitect: aad do oof meet again if pou have any doubts 
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People in the News 
Patrick plays the 
geil eration game 








MANY sailors can boast a 
fine maritime heritage, but 
none possesses the unique 
family history HMS 
furbulent crewman Lt 
Patrick Ryan enjoys. 

Ihe jumor officer is believed to 
be the first fourth generation sub- 
mariner in the RN — following his 
father, grandfather and great 
grandfather into that once-labelled 
‘damned un-English’ trade. 

The casing officer of the T boat 
based in Devonport carned his 
dolphins last year — but with nine 
decades of submarine service pre- 
ceding him, there was really only 
one branch of the RN to jotn. 

Ted Ryan set the trend for the 
Ryan family back in 1909 when he 
joined HMS A9. He later com- 
manded BS, C3, Dl and E26 
before being lost in the latter ves- 
scl when she was prohably mined 
in 1916. 

A generation later, Lt Pat Ryan 
also joined the ‘trade’, serving in 
H51, L26, Salmon and Trident 
the latter as her first licutenant. 

He then joined the ill-starred 
HMS Thetis durmg her sca trials 
and was one of the 99 men lost 
when the boat went down in 
Liverpool Bay on the eve of the 
1939-45 war 

Ihe third generation of Kyans 
to carn his dolphine was (adr Paddy 


who pouned the submarine arm in 
1959 and staved with it for 3] 
years, commanding four boats in 


the process including Polaris mis- 
sile-carricr HMS Renown. 

The latest Ryan to wear his dol- 
phins ts, says Cdr Jeff Tall, director 
of the RN Submarine Museum in 
Gosport and a close friend of 
Paddy Ryan Snr, a first in the 
SCniOT service. 

Ihe museum should know: it 
has the most comprehensive per- 
sonal files on ‘deeps’ of anywhere 
m the UK. 

“Every submariner wears his 
dolphins with pnde — and Patrick ts 
as aware as anyone of the proud 
history of the submarine service, 
said Cdr Tall. 

“He is unique as the only fourth- 
gencration submarine officer in 
the world. 








@® Like father.. like grandfa- 


ther...like grandfather... 

like son. Clockwise from top 
left, Cdr Ryan, Lt Pat 
Ryan, Lt Ted Ryan and HMS 
Turbulent's Lt Patrick Ryan. 


“No other family can claim to 


have served in 17 classes of subma- 
rine — that’s just under half of all 
the major classes in the RN sub- 
marine arm and commanded 
eight of them.” 

There's more than just the Ryan 
name which continues to flourish 
in the silent service; so too docs 
the ceremony which initiates 
deeps. Like his predecessors, Lt 
Patrick Ryan caught his dolphins 
between his tecth as he knocked 
back a tot of rum. 


e Nick Pounds, (left) commandant of CTC RM hands over 


lottery winnings to WO2 Simon Wright - which have 


already been spent by Simon's wife Gaby 


WO? SIMON Wreht and his wife 


(sabv are the latest beneficianes of 


the RN/RM Sports Lottery which 
dished oul some pre-Christmas 
presen 

Ihe senior NCO bi sed at CT 
KRM on Lympston cici 4 £1 Sim 

nm f I wel of wh 
Ti% Le ' La’ 
wic wen { ing Spr 

( PC) | 1] a 
Yowilt ca n 
heque ai 

Wi . amc into 
Oollice to tell him ihe news 
leared he d actually been picked 
for Christmas dutics 


Instead, the senior rating 
enjoyed a windfall to celebrate 
with his wife Helen and new son 
Harvey 

Another £5K winner was Lt 
Richard Heard from lcam 
Bowman based at Abbey Woud 

Ihe Lottery s handouts have 
Stretched hevond mdnviduals. how- 

It has also bought a new 4x4 
mcle for use bw Senor Service 

Thine ASC LMOns, including 


hang- and para-gliders, skrers, row 

sand bodsicighers, to ferry peu 
mie and kit to events in and beyond 
the United Kingdom 
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News in brief 
®@ HMS Shoreham Diver J Carroll 
micked up the David Murray 
memorial trophy as the most 
impressive student on his diving 
course 

The jumior rate arrived at the 
Defence Diving School at Horses 
Island in Portsmouth full of 
promise according to course lead- 
ers — and lived up to it. 

Experts at Horsea said beyond 
his proficiency as a diver, it was 
the Icadership qualities he dis- 
‘a in helping weaker col- 
cagues through the course which 
earned him the title of the class’ 
top student. 





B@ SENIOR Scottish clergyman 
the Right Keverend Professor lain 
Torrance spent four days with the 
RN to gain a greater understand- 
ing of the service. 

Prof Torrance represents the 
Church of Scotland around the 
globe — and his remit includes the 
Armed Forces. 

He began his tour of the RN 
aboard HMS Ark Koyal, then 
jumped ship to HMS Victory to 
meet Second Sea Lord Vice- 
Admiral James Burnell-Nugent. 

Prof Torrance continued his 
tour by heading west to the Royal 
Marine Commando training cen- 
tre at Lympstone and the 
Britannia Royal Naval College in 
Dartmouth. 

He finished his visit to the 
Senior Service al Stonchouse bar- 
racks in Plymouth. 

He plans to gain front-line 
experience of the Senior Service 
with a visit to Irag later this year. 


@ FORMER senor rating lan 
White has taken charge of : all VCS- 
scls in his hometown port of 
Lossiemouth 

The 49-year-old spent 24 years 
in the Semor Service as a marine 
engineer, most recently in veteran 
fishery patrol ship HMS Anglesey 

He has now taken over as har- 
bourmaster in the Scottish port, 
where he ts responsible for more 
than 50 berths. 


Christmas all year 
round at Culdrose 





‘Santa’ Christmas 
(right) collects his cake from 814 NAS CO Lt Cdr Nick Dunn 


@ ‘Christmas cake’ for ‘Santa’: Lt § 
FOUR thousand hours in the skies flew by for veteran pilot Lt 
Stephen ‘Santa’ Christmas whose expertise and dedication to 
the Fleet Air Arm was rewarded when he brought his Merlin in 
safely to Culdrose. 

814 NAS Commanding Officer Lt Cdr Nick Dunn was waiting 
for the flier with a celebratory cake to mark the milestone. 

In 17 years in the Naval air wing, the officer has clocked up 
flying time in Sea Kings —- AS, AEW and SAR variants - as well as 
the new Merlins. 

‘Santa’ is currently pilot training officer in the 814 NAS ‘Flying 
Tigers’ before joining the Naval Flying Standards Flight in May. 

@ Fellow Culdrose flier Roger McDonald also found a cake wait- 
ing for him on the tarmac after notching up 10,000 hours in the 
air —- the equivalent of 416 days airborne. 

The former FAA pilot now flies Jetstreams with 750 Squadron 
under contract for Serco Aerospace. 

He earned his wings in 1975 and flew the venerable Wessex 
with Commando squadrons before qualifying as an instructor on 
Gazeilles. 

Roger later flew with the RN helicopter display team, the 
Sharks, and the RN Historic Flight. Outside the Senior Service 
he has flown for the police, Customs and Excise and air arnbu- 
lance services. 
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Ted revives 
legacy of the 
mighty Hood 


ONE of the greatest names in 
Koval Navy history is to be resur 
rected with the return of the 
mighty Hood 

| he tithe has been grven to one 


of the new support blocks at the 
TUYwineg Mantimc wartare =<inM. 
HMMS (ollnewood 
4, a, 


Wrens’ ca 


IHE bright face of HMS Cumberland sailor Carla Rich is 
























e Lordy, don't fancy yours 


much. Nanny Nora - in reality the new mage Wrens past hope will generate interest = aad ermine MS 
ANAS Culdrose's Gary Wenn among Wrens present in Ineir association. Hood — the cpitom« ol the senor 
- apples the lipstick for the ‘aria features on the cover of Wren magazine as well as promotions inter-war pcnod 


| i .srvice in ithe 
iteraturc aumed at bolstcring the numbers of the Wre n Associath 


Leading Aircraft Controller Carla served in HMS [ustrious arta the 
campaign to drive the lalcban owt of Afe Di) | -02 

she learned she was cligible to poun the alhon — as all women in 
ihe Sensor Secrvece are — during a visit to London's Imperial War Muscum 
which was hosting an cxhibition on women’s role in wartime 

(arias aunt Phyllis Loe was among the first Wrens to scrve with the 
Ultra codebreakers at Bletchicy Park, cracking Nazi Germany's messages 
and orders 

since then the leading hand, currently serving in the Devonport Type 
‘+ frigate, has agreed to appear in the association's promotional push 

Although the prefix "Wren" has been formally abolished in official RN 
parlance, the word remains in common usage by male 
past and present 

Details on the association on (207 9 


® (Left) LAC Carla Rich along- 
side HMS Curnbertand 


airbases annual panto. 
Performances of Sleeping 
Beauty helped the Cornish 
establishment's theatre club 
hone their acting skills ahead 
of the AIN's annual theatre 
festival contest later on this 


Big brother 
is watching 
you, Viark 


BROTHERS Mark and Craig Gilbert found themesives serving side 
by side when the former joined his older sibling's unit for training. 

Student flight observer Mark, a 19-year-old midshipman, was 
attached to 814 NAS when the fliers embarked with RFA Fort 
Victoria for exercises off Scotland. 

His 22-year-old brother, an AEM, joined the Flying Tigers 12 
months earter — and it was his stories of Naval life which encour- 
aged his brother to join the Senior Service. 

Mark passed out of Britannia RNC in August and started his 
basic observer's course at Culdrose last month. 

His older brother joined the RN after keeping veteran Russian 
YAAs airborne in Bedfordshire as he trained to become an air 
mechanic. 


was host with all but three lives in 
a calamitous clash with Bismarck 
in May 194] 

Naval icadecrs deoaded it was 
lime to bring one of the greatest 
names in KN history back after 
six decades 

lead Hriggs. the sade living SUF 
vivor of the sinking of Hood 
periormed the honours as the 
first carth was cut on the block al 
the Farcham cstablishment 

Phe Hood block will house the 
dental, medical and personne! 
ecntres backing up training given 
al the Maritime Warfare School 


hanestan om 


ld i 


and female sajlors 


i. 0111 or wwwewrens.org 






® Ted Briggs, spade in hand, 
cuts the turf to prepare the | 
way for Hood block at HMS 



















® Brothers in (Fleet Air) Arms: Craig (left) with his younger broth- 
er Mark aboard Fort Victoria 





our consultants successful. We provide a stimulating and supportive 
environment where you can build on this experience to increase your 
business acumen and broaden your skills. 


made a successful transition 


M2” members of the armed forces have 


to consulting. McKinsey & Company is interested in finding more. 


We aim to attract and develop exceptional people who are not only 


leaders, but also outstanding problem solvers and incisive thinkers, with 
an appetite for facing new challenges every day. 


We are looking for officers with at least four years' service who have 
held prestigious appointments, ideally with command or staff 
experience. You will have a strong academic record - at least a 2:1 from 
a leading university - and an informed interest in the business world. 


As a high-flier in the armed forces, you will already have developed the 
strengths in leadership, strategic thinking and team working that make 


At McKinsey, you will enjoy unrivalled opportunities to lead teams 
working with senior-level clients to solve strategic business challenges, 
and you will shape and influence an exceptionally wide range of 
organisations across all industries. 


Please apply on line at www.mckinsey.co.uk/careers/apply referencing 


Navy News in your application. 


McKinsey & Company is an equal opportunities employer 


WY fed Stale 


y&Company 
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@ Nice flares: (Above): 
counter-measures in f[ 
q Mt > possib le Wess. le +i 
cockpit-eye view of the ‘lush’ 
Basra 


ping HOS , 
mand (ri 
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Actures Royal Nay Photograph 





Limited offer to Navy News readers 

25% saving on RAC. membership 

plus free Joint Cover (normally £22) 

Cover as a driver or passenger in any venicie 
Worry free motoring all year round 


0800 716976 


() | Bie if Tal 
Fri 8am - 9om 
4pm 


on) 


Call us 10 li ¢ 
Phone ines are open Mon 
Sat 9am - 50m and Sun 10am 


ythin 


ROM the sands ol 
the desert to the 
wreck-strewn water- 
ways of southern 
the Junglies of 846 





Iraq, 
Naval Air Squadron have 
secn it all in seven challeng- 


ing and rewarding 

months bringing stability to 
a nation ravaged by Saddam 
Hussein's tyrannical 


rezime. 

The Fleet Air Arm men and 
women jomed counterparts from 
the RAF and Army as part of the 
Jomt Helicopter Force (Iraq), sup- 
porting cfforts to stabilise and 
rebuild the war-torn nation 

846 arrived in theatre after the 
war-highting operations had con 
cluded last May to take part in 
Operation Telic [Il — the post-war 
peacekeepi "Ee ffort. 

Five Sea King HC4s headed to 
the Middle East accompan | 
lo 
r support to the military 
and civilian forces maintaining 
order around Basra. 

Air ambulance cmergencics, 
VIP ‘cargoes’, ordnance disposal, 
check point patrols and missions to 
clamp down on smuggling and sub- 
versive activitics were all cared 





eo 









$, I 


out in seven hectc months based 
out of Basra International Airport 

Ihe Yoovilton-based unit was 
ordered to provide two Sea Ames 
for mmsions daily by the Mult 
National Divesson troops responsi 
ble for peacekeeping in southern 
iraq 

\ third helicopter had to be al 
15 minutes’ readiness by day and 
“) minutes by mght for emergency 
missions by Immediate Response 
[cams (IRT) such as casualty 
evacuation and amlifting Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal tcams in to 
minefields and other arcas where 
the remnants of Saddam's arsenal 
had been found by patrolling 
forces on the ground. 

“During the deployment the 
IRT crews saved many lives includ 
ing members of the Bntissh Armed 
Forces, Italian Military Police from 
the An Nasiriyah bomb and scores 
of Iragi civilians,” said pilot and 
syuadron press officer Li Steve 
Haldic. = op cer 
sernfhOn Lasks during the sum- 
mer were the rescue of heat stress 
casualties, as well as numerous 
mine strikes, gunshot wounds, 
road traffic accidents and bomb- 
mes.” 

Key peacekeeping roles includ 


ed supporting ground troops by 
ferrying fem around the country, 
provids = : 4 Ie 


t routin 
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soldicrs scarched 
vehicles for arms and contraband, 
and policing vital arcas of Iraq's 
infrastructure such as power and 


points where 






walter installateons fre wer 


Fequests, to. 

“We were askew 1 walkic 
talkic to a hostage negotiator — we 
were the only ones who could do it 
We did it, and the negotiations 
were sucocss!ul,” the pilot said 

And all this was carned out im a 
far from benign environment 

La Baldie said pilots and aircrew 
ahke faced huge uc / 


n oh! 













www ULV VnNew sco Uk 


or 


wily P 


for 846 NAS 


Cnginecring teams strugelicd 
with temperatures which nudgcd 
SUC by day and rarely dropped 
bchow 4) (© bw night to ensurc that 
at least three of the five Sea Kines 
remained serviccable for opera 
tromes Chiaaby 

‘Some of the mamntamers found 
ihal they had to mmmerse the 
tools mm cool water before using 
lhem, as they d become too hot to 
touch,” Lat Baldve explained 

Pilots fared no better. Cockpit 
temperatures al (umes hil an awful 
5° 149° F, and crew still had to 
control thei aircraft which in the 
desert environment was far from 
easy. 

“You'd think it would be casy 
fying over a nice, reasonably flat 
desert and despite the dust if was - 
by day. But by might, it was a very 
Sitters ni yr With the very low 


the a - which meant it was, 
extremcly difficult to te 
you were. 1 
Li Baldie q ; 
ing dese -t_@nvir onment 
perfogt enve velop tt 
é Lac ure of life in 5 
~ 1 — dy 


ee 
a's 


Although the squadron was 
based m Hasra, nf didn't remain 
land-locked throughout the 
dc ployment 

It was called upon to aid opcra 
tions m the northern Gulf, notably 
flying crucial sparc parts to HMS 
Norfolk to allow the fngate's Lynx 
blo Continue anti-smuggling sorties 
ower the sca 

And another Sea King crew was 
asked to fly a military VIP to a din- 
ner on board the carricr USS 
Enterprise. 

The squadron returned to 
Yeovilton in December after com- 
pieting 1,266 sorties, accumulating 
1.500 flying hours in the process, 
and saving at least 40 lives. 

As the last Sea King was 
“qucc zed aboard an RAF C-17 for 

ess! just 
Stmas, the 


ies, 40 people 


—its 
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a | ee 


—_— 
= 
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@ On ; poy ha (Above) A Royal Marine mans a machine- 
gun as the Sea King scours the desert and (right) British 
troops duck as a Junglie whips up the desert dust 


“The country was looking a lot 
more civilised. Children were run- 
ning around, going to school. 
Clean water supplics and power 
were back to normal,” Li Baldic 
explained. 

“When we first got out there, 
terrorists were regularly altacking 


‘@ the wmtrastructure, disrupting water 


and power—and_sicaling the pip- 


ing and cable to make repairedidfi. 


cult. They were blaming the 


Coalition Forces for the problem. 

“But the Iragi people were 
becoming wise to this after a while. 
They could sce that things were 
changing.” 


® Stating the obvious: 
(Beiow) 846 engineers 
ensure the Junglies: main- 
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Last of the Buccaneers 
put history right 
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° Last fo catapult off Ark Royal IV: Cdr Ken MacKenzie (left) and 
long-time friend Sqn Ldr Rick Phillips 


\ SMALL slice of Naval 
historv deserves to be re 
written after the last flers 


to catapult off HMS Ark 
Roval marked the occasion 
5S vears on 

(dr Ken MachKenrk mal ~n 
Lar Rock Phillips in 1978 a Li 
(alr and Flt Lt respectively 
memoratcd the last sect 


coun 
launch 
from the fabled carne 
sor to toxday s Ark 

Despite what many history 
books say, it wasn't Fit La Murdo 
MacLeod and Li D McCallum ina 
Phantom who hurtled down the 
flight deck on November 277 1978 

Fatc — and a few tecthing prob 
lems on thew Buccancer mcant 
the two fnends were the last men 
to lift a pet up from the deck of the 
carrer 

An F4K Phantom should have 
becn the last to lcave on a sombre 
jutumn day, but problems with 
(dr MacKenzie and Sgn Lar 
Phillips aircraft meant ihe 
Huccancer was pulicd off the 
launch list 

li was 4 sad occaspon, Cdr 

MacKenze recalled. “We went off 
had lunch and returned on deck to 


Clear 


. predecces 


THIS stunning black and white 
-ndurance photographer 
Tamtures (hc 
Point, South Cre 
shup s annual dcployment 

hy Porteamouth-based survey 


Tela 


Honately known as the Red Plum because of her 
6s continuing to live in the shadow 
of legendary explorer Sir Ernest Shackicton 

News we reported how 
detachment 


bright lrvery 


in last months Nav 
the ice ship's Royal Marine 
retraced Shackliecton's epic trek 


across South Crcorgia nine decades ago 

Ihe Shackicton theme continued when other 
crew paid thei respects fo the Antarctic cxpior- 
CT laving | “wreath al hes remote @rave 

Endurance spent Christmas and New Year 
continuing ber survey 
the Britwsh Antarctic Survey 
wesse! James Clark Ross, which kindly delivered 


round South Crcorgia 
mission alongside 


mail to the Red Phum 
Ihe warship will visit South 


re Lil in Mav 


image 
LA Phil 
unssamied beauty of King 
lalest stop on the ice 


vessel alle 


Africa and 
lristan De Cuna before returning to the UK for 


find we were the only aircralt icit 

Unfortunately the photographer 
had apparcntly left — there are no 
known pictures of the final launch 
unlike the Phantom which took off 
carlict 

Minutes later, the 
above the 


Buccaneer 
i 4 Pe WE 
Mediterrancan 

lt was a gercal aircraft to fly. We 
were still enjoying the expenence 
and it certainly docsn't seem like 
’S years ago. the Naval officer 
added 

“Wed been on borrowed lime 
for 10 years. We knew the cnd was 
in sveht for the fixed-wing aircraft 
none of the young pilots were com 
ing through, so the age of SUY NAS 
was pretty high.” 

A quarter of a century on, Cdr 
MacKenzie ss believed to be the 
only freed-wing observer still sen 
ing the KN, although he's firmly 
roxnted on the grownd these days 
oversecing the mammoth task of 
providing new singic Irving accom 
modation at Portsmouth Naval 
Base 

But the flying tradition contin 
vues: Sgn Lor Phillips son (ds 
MacKenzie's godson — is traming 
as a Harrier pilot 


by HMS 
Warcing 


Edward 


salvation 


grave and 


James Clark Ross 


Pciures _LA/IFr 





@ Deputy supply officer Lt 
Sarah Boardman pays her 


respects at Shackileton's 
(below) 
colour at King Edward 
Point, HMS Endurance in 
the foreground with ASS 


<a) Phe Vieroens) 


THI NaVV Ss Pprowine 
emphasis on amphibious 
wartare will be mirrored by 


this summers Navy Wavs 
Devonport will again be hosting 
ine martime spectacic over ine 
Awerust hank holuiavy weekend 
And Naval leaders hav 
in amphimous cxpert lo oversce 
the KN's largest | 
iki 
Lircen fe¢rel LL oone! Sleeve on 
wha led Uh 


OMmmand) amphity 


ous assault on the Al Faw po nis 
acs the 
tcam planning thes August! s cvent 

Manv details are still to be con 
firmed given the RN's global com 
mimecents mul Naval Ruoval 
Marinc and Fleet Aw Arm units 
are all lined up to appeal 

Commitments in iraq last year 
meant there was no public display 
bv the KN: Navy Davs were last 
hosted in Devonport in 2002 

Amphitious wartare will be this 
vears theme, with commandos 
assaulting tarects supported by 
fast rading craft, amphibious 
ships, aircrafl and helicopters 

SF aditional Stalls and displays, 
military bands will be on wer 
ships and submarines will be on 
display, and there will be the 
opportunity to vest Dewonport's 
developing heritage area which 
houses a Field Gun exhibition and 
relics and treasures from the 
hase 5 distinguished history 
including the Napolconic-cra 
hangman s cell 

Navy Davs is this vear's “RN in 
the Public Eve’ cvent aimed at 
opening the Semor Service up to 
the gecneral public 

it will also commemorate the 
(th anniversary of the Normandy 
landings; many veterans groups 
are already lined up to take part in 
a special event 


lA in lr hi] imal wear, he STV 
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@ The firework display and tattoo at 2002's Navy Days 


“We want to put on a really 
good show this year,” said Col 
Cox. “It's the general public's 
chance to mect the men and 
women who provide a world-class 
fighting force and to see shups, 
submarines and aircraft close-up 

“Were also looking forward to 
welcoming back some old com 
rades and cnthusiasts — there will 
be something of interest for every 
it 

Given the see of Devonport, 
coaches will run around the base 
and a water tax service will link 
the dockyard with Plymouth's his 
tonc Bartican district 





lickets arc not yet availabic for 
the August J5-30 event — admis 
sion prices are still being worked 
out — but they should be shortly 
More details arc available from 
the information line on O1752 
445.4904] 
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‘ IN | ACs cars can fie in i) KCCI 
the Navy § most t(reasurcd vintay 


RITCTAIL MITT 













Histonc vehicles arc needed | 
rally al West Sussex s legendary 
(ae xIwiks) CIrcul! In Apr how 
fully rawsing £3,108) in the process 

‘s : 
lor the KN Hestornec Flight 

| m “vil | 1 i | hurt wink 
Ne rach mark uy pects 
Lows " itil) (ear Th me 
{ he | | 

pf Vall Livy i 
own! wl 1 now | i 
in [ ‘ hf ! | rl 0% 
orc Pon. it vr of hw) i 
mrmatyv scen al rallies mm «the 
ADM / cvent 

% track day will see vehoicics 


including Austin Healevs and 
Inumph IK/s driving 
around (roodwonnd prowiding 
they do nol exceed the ON decibe! 
sound lumut 


al pce a 


Passcnecrs will be able to mde in 
the cars providing they make a 
cdonathm 

(ars can also drive around 
Cromxiwocd on slower parade laps 
for just £20 per vehicle 

Previous cvents arranged by 
organiser Christopher Darwin 
have rased upwards of £4,000) for 
good causes including prostate 
cancer treatment and the Ex 
Scrvices Mental Welfare Socicty 

Moncy from Apmnil’s cvent will 
specifically be used to keep the 
historic flight's Swordfish in tip 
top condition 

Details on the rally are available 
from Mr Darwin on 01403 783458 
or C.darwin@virgin.net 





@ OM(C) Baz Hearn and LAO Nobby Hail raise the White Ensign in 
HMS Mersey for the first time in Portsmouth Naval Base, with a 


Type 23 frigate berthed behind 


THE White Ensign has been raised for the first time on the RN's newest 


warship 


the last of three patrol vessels ordered. 


[he arrival of HMS Mersey in her home port of Portsmouth brings the 
curtain down on the initial batch of Kiver Class ships ordered from the 


VT Group 


Sisters HMS Severn and Tyne are already proving their worth on fish- 


ery patrols around the UK 


Merscy was officially accepted by the 


Navy cight days before 


Christmas, when the Red Ensign was hauled down and replaced by the 


RN's famous standard 


The trio, all owned by VT in a unique deal which sees the ships loaned 
to the RN for five years, replace the veteran Island Class vessels which 


have now been paid off 


[he technological improvements in Mersey 


rotalpon 
one lime 


and her susicrs and crew 


one third of sailors will be on leave or courses in the UK at any 
means the River Class ships should be fit for front-line opera- 
vom On more than wo days cach vear 


Mersey will be put through operational sea training off Plymouth this 
month before beginning her first ‘live’ patrol next month 





@ isiand Class bow out, p30 
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HI 
cutting edge of intelligence gathering 


Digital wizardr 
aids intellige 












APPLICATION of digital technology ts placing Royal Navy submarines back at the 
a role they have fulfilled to varying degrees since 


the earliest days of the Submarine Service. 


In addition to their more traditional roles 
recently, bearing responsibility for the national nuclear deterrent 
information of shipping or enemy coastlines and installations 


covertly collect intelligence 


@ (Above) A Sea King helicopter hovers over a stormy sea - and a 
rolling, pitching submarine was a far from ideal platform from 
which a photographer could snap a clear image 


nuclear submarine HMS Spartan 










































oats finished 
FABLED submariner Lt Cdr Martin Nasmith 
VC ts beleved to have provided the first opera- 
tional wartime periscope photograph in E1! 
during one of his daring patrols in the Sea of 
Marmara in Turkey 

The grainy picture may have had limited 
intelligence value, but im ushered in an impor- 
tant role for the fledgling Submarine Service 

And now, using digital technology, sub 
marines are again at the forefront of intelligence 
gathering 
dr Hob 


EF lotulla ett a 





Fancy, Commander Devonport 
sified to talk on the sutmect 
, HIMS un ili ug ar ium JiM)] tes 
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stalking and destroying enemy vessels, 


(One of the 
of gathering 
using photography 
a thousand words. 


on standby to 


lraditonally they 


camecras with 


these necgaltrves. 
nigucs 
the Periphot tcams 


was undertaken 


Photographic Sections ; 


@® (Below) A Buccaneer low-level bomber is caught on camera in oF 
a classic example of periscope photography from Swiftsure-class 


Devonport 


dig skills, negative 





the wet stuff 


spoton computer, and if it & not good cnough 
you can take if again — periscope photography 
can suffer from wave interference 
“From taking the picture and analysing it to 
sending it back can take bess than an hour 
With wet-hilm techniques ut could be three 
months before the picture could be delivered.” 
(Cdr Fancy said digital work also meant chem 
cals did not have to be carmed on board, nor 
special darkroom techniques taught to sailors 
“It s an example of the importance of the 
modem submarine as an intelligence asset, he 
sand 
It os a huge leap forward. After the Cold Wat 
some pcople what role submarines 


ih } | h 
| } ri ii’, wa WTF | moana & cas, —" -_ Til ih 


WwteTt Sk Tie 


first operational periscope pnotfograpn 


one if ETT. Se pe 








and more 
submarines can be deployed to 


most cificient ways 
this intelligence 
a picture tclis 
Each KN submarine is obliged 
to have a team of tramed person 
nel, known as the Periphot team, 
capture | 
usually at sea, through one of the 
submarine’s two periscopes 
used 
black-i 
film, but developing film on board 
a cramped submarine was far fr 


cust-irec 
ventilated environment, 
several different chemicals 

In order to produce prints from 
darkroom 
also had to be mastered ty 


cAasy 
Develop high-qui 
lives requires a 


raining for the Periphot role 


where 
week COUrEecs COVE G 


Pris ine 


using software. 


@® An overtay of HMS York in Gibraltar, constructed from six individual images and ‘stitched’ together 


This image took less than an hour to capture, build and transmit back to the UK by 


PO(PHOT) Richard Harvey, the Navy's Periphot specialist, who also took the panoramic picture (top) 


printing and special techniques 
Standards were — and stil) are 
maintained through inspections 
by Navy photographers and Flag 
Officer Sea Training (FOST) staff 
Although the achieved 
skilled 


results 


Dy a practitioner (as 


] + ' ' um «f ‘ a Te | 
icmonstraicd on this page) could 


 spcctacular, one of the biggcst 


drawbacks of using “wet film 
niques was the time-lag 

‘ often the 
could only be 
Stall 


Cry 


PChce 


hac rel 


analysed by 
after the 
ured lo port 





[ce h 


photographs 


inte li- 


submarine 
vhs nic h | rulal 


be weeks alter they were taken 


But 


rap 


advances In 


whicn 


marncd 


f 
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digital 


nik Mie 
mxiem 


® Leander-ciass frigate HMS 


Euryalus struggles through 
heavy seas, seen through the 
periscope of HMS Warspite 


capabilities 
intelligence informa 
with the mgeht people 
rather than weeks 


COMMUNICATIONS 
means that 
thon can be 
Within minutes 

Digital 
meing fitted to periscopes, the pro 
imaging software, and 
satellite communications means 
that submarine intelligence is 
almost instantly available. 

Inals have recently been con 
ducted by Periphot specialist 
PO( PHOT) Richard Harvey, using 


cameras capadic of 


Vion oT 


HMS Turbulent in Gnbraltar, 
where digital images were cap- 
tured through the periscope and 


the images transmitted back to the 
UK in less than an hour 

Imaging software and hardware 
were also tested, and allowed up to 
15 images to be ‘stitched’ together 
to form one seamless high-quality 
panes uma of the coastline 

Fach image was also of a high 
en pene quality to be capable of 
being analysed independently 

The lessons learned in this trial 
are to be included in a new Digital 
Periscope photography course 
currently being developed, and 
Sslandard digital operating proce 
dures are also being laid down for 
the Periphot teams of the future 

Equipment on board Swiftsure 
and Trafalgar-class submarines is 
now being adapted to accept a dig- 
ital camera, with the ultimate aim 
being to provide all periscopes 
with a digital photography capabil- 
ity. 
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ONE MAJOR concern for they have appeared at all. oard | ine re 
Admiral Burnell-Nugent is “They may need skills in , : : ' 
the supply of personnel for ten years time we haven't | i 7 —a 
in future, 2SL wants boards 


ships which have not even 

left the drawing board. 
“The junior rates in the 

Navy now will be the senior 


even thought of yet, so we | | : 
have got to get structures in ask themselves not just 1 ih can 
place now so that the Navy didate has the technical Skills 

can deliver the capability docs he or she have the leadership 


rates, and hopefully the offi- the Government wants in skills as well, in order to help with 
cers, of the future Carriers, the future.” | ther charges carcers as well as 
Type 45 destroyers and The career structure also fostering the teamwork which 
Astute-class submarines,” needs to reflect the differ- ihe bedrock ne Navy 
he said. ent ambitions of the individ- pny | : 
The key is getting suffi- uals; some may want to rise w ¢ are putting more emphas 
cient people with the nght up the ladder, while others the eft arm Un r ght wn , 
balance of skills - and that are content to stay put at a ine trade Dads ut the tert art 
can be a problem when the certain level. mas adership sk 


All have to be accommo- aden | 
dated, said the Admiral. The Admiral believes the DO 


should not be seen as the fount ol 


skills of the future are only 
just becoming apparent, if 
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ASSOCIATION 


Limited 


provides advice on: 
personal administration & finance, 
Tale 
resettiement & employment 


UNBIASED, CONFIDENTIAL & FREE 
020 7407 8658 


Tel: 
MOD: 9621 81945 


officeQwhiteensign.co.uk 


HMS BELFAST, Tooley Street, London SE1 2JH 
Fax: 020 7357 6298 


www.whiteensian.co.uk 


WEA Representatives conduct Oriefings/interviews requiarty at 
Establishments (bookings taken through Resettlement/Education 
Centres), and by appointment onboard HM Ships. 
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FE pd 
| APOSSIBLE merger between the head- 
quarters of the Commander-in-Chief Fieet 
(CINCFLEET) and Second Sea Lord (2SL) is 





Second Sea Lord drives through changes to help support the Divisi 


4 . 


® Second Sea Lord Vice Admiral Jarnes Burneill-Nugent and Command Warrant Officer Eddie 
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Seaborne chat to OM Paul Elsy, MEM Michelle Lucas and OM Darren Howell on the bridge of new 


patrol ship HMS Severn 


Lnowledec. but wmeone wi 
' 4% Wher ind ihe answers 
iM kw mccicd to Know 
ru t, i | and | 
s , Ba incre Wwe 
wee books. Kul now th 
Lan Divzvard inlormna 
I Li) wo 
ris wt nin 
iL i ‘hu. 4, 
ail " 
»I | | 
we | i Cul | 
ror ting Ly vA Wsicm, and 
mecir ti incl hanged to 
relicct (hal 
Ihe Ach al and hs CWO hav 
spent a goo cocal of the pest Al 
mecting Service pcrsonne! and 
their fanmilies around the ships and 
bases. and Admiral Burne! LE nit 
s graicful for the frankness of the 


a5 winch have becn given 


lhe tast-track access Op nc up 

to the Admiral Dy (he appointment 
‘| 

rode Scahorne frecting the 


of the EWU now instalicd al 
each base and on cach ship 
prompted Admiral Burnell 
Nugecnt to commend the scheme to 
the Naval Base (commanders 

Ihe result ms now a Base 
Warrant (Officer al cach of the 
three home ports, with the air sta 
(pons expectcd to follow soon 

Another major success has becn 
the impicmentation of the 
Squadding system for all able 
raics, with leading ratcs being 
included by April | 

Ihe pew system brings wilh it a 
chance to iron out other wrinkles 
managemecnt of harmony time 
from the most junior rating to the 
First Sea Lord & now 
with the introduction of the 6613 
scparaitcd service threshold from 
April 1, and cach individual will be 
able to organise fis or her life with 
greater confidence through per 
sonal plans 

This in turn allows opportunities 
for Sport and adventure traming lo 
be identified well in advance, and 
the Admiral believes the benefit of 
this ss already being scen in the 
performances of Navy teams 

Ihe perennial probicms of 
recruitment and retention are still 
causing headaches, bul even here 
there are signs of improvement 

lis not all wonderful — we are 
gapping and the 


rmossibic 


shill doeged by 


being investigated. 


The two organisations - CINCFLEET has 
responsibility for the Fleet while 2SL looks after 
personnel matters - are working increasingly 


closely together. 


And now First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Alan West 
has set CINCFLEET and 25L the task of investi- 
gating the scope for merging to form a single 


entity by 2006. 


The scheme is acknowledged to be ambitious, 
with “the aim - if feasible - being to create a sin- 
gle top quality, efficient, responsive headquar- 
ters structure to take the Navy into the future.” 

The project is in its initial stages, and requires 
close co-operation with other groups, including 
the Ministry of Defence Head Office and the 
Warship Support Agency, before the shape of 
any possible new organisation becomes clear. 
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pressure — for the first tume in ten 
iherc were 
chnough scaman Officer volunteers 
for the Submarine Service 


one was drafted in 


And the Admiral _ is 
pleased with recruitment 
figures, which - apart from 
one or two problem areas 
such as medical ratings and 
RM Bandsmen —- are 
“healthy”. 


Ihe gap between the numbers 
we have and the numbers we nccd 
rm still there 
the Admural 

[ramming wastage is another arca 
being tarected almost a quarter 
of new recruits at Raleigh were not 
compicting the course, and that 
figure rose to nearly 4) per cent al 
HMS Collingwood 

One crucial clement was fitness 

many new cnitrants were not in 
wae chough STL ps | withstand 
the mgours of long days Icarning 
and traming, as well as the sport 
and adventurous training 

Ihe introduction of pre-joming 
fitness tests, set af ten per cent 
below the level of the full RN 


years, for cxample 
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Hases and air stathons wil 
have staff who can act almost in the 
roic of personal fitness instructor. 
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for those medically downgraded 
POMLAs have also becn plac cc 

in Waterfront Manning Offices and 
nave proved 


[hes will not only 


i valuabic assct 
help avoid 
gapped billets — it will also bolster 
each individual's sell-esteem 
Other initiatives well under way 
are the Fleet-led Kebalancing 
Lives programme, which has 
strong support from 25Ls depart- 
ment, and new single living accom 
modation (SLAM) which will pro 
vide sailors with modern spacious 
quarters with en-suite 
while ashore 
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facilities 


Division adds value 


THE DIVISIONAL system has 
been an integral part of the 
Royal Navy for centuries. 
Within an establishment or 
ship, the ship's company is 


divided into departments 
based on branches, and 
(depending on the size of the 
unit) into divisions, each of 
which has a Divisional 
Officer (DO) and a Divisional 
Senior Rating. 

The DO is responsible for 








mer. 


the welfare, administration, 
training and general efficien- 
cy of everyone in the divi- 
sion, and is expected to get 
to know his or her charges 
well. 

The Senior Rating acts as 
a conduit between the divi- 
sion and the DO, offering 
advice and help to members 
of the division to either sort 
out a problem or take it fur- 





ther through the DO. 

















Work will only proceed if the First Sea Lord is 
certain that proposed options would fit in with 
other top-level defence management changes 
and would serve the Royal Navy better than the 
current structure. 

The basic assumption at the outset is that 
CINCFLEET will remain at the top of any new 
organisation, while 2SL would have a distinct 
role as Principal Personne! Officer and person- 
nel adviser to the Navy Board, with direct 
responsibility to First Sea Lord in that field — but 
nothing has yet been decided. 

The two existing headquarters are close to 
each other in Portsmouth, and one strand of the 
investigation will be to see if there is further 
scope for collocation - although this will not 
have any impact on Fleet's plans to occupy the 
new Leach Building on Whale Isiand next sum- 


As proposals are firmed up and work pro- 
ceeds, staff and trade unions will be consulted 
and invited to take part in the process. 
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Royal Navy Officers 
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@ ‘Break silence and prepare to transmit’ —- Noe! Bass, oe Projects Desk Officer 
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signal traffi : 
; I 


and wanted facility 
Sword knots at a fraction of the 


cenires (comcens) ashore transmission. 
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\ POIGNANT 


link between 

the Submarine Service and a 
pub in the North-East of 
England has been revived al a 
cremony in Gosport 

john Soott, the manager of the 
Asticy Arms pub in Scaton Sluice 

wvelled down to the South Coast 
io lav a wreath al the Koval Navy 
Submarine Muscum — and to pick 
tic of whisky 
ihe WhAKY 


1 spccial bot 


lhe significance of 


lohnnic Walker Red Label — dates 
hack to the first months of World 
War Il. when submarines were 


near Scalon Sluice 
he 44) sun 


hased al Mivth 
Con Christmas Fve in 


manners from the Sath Submarine 
Flotilla visated the Astley Arms 
ln Wf the seven petty officers 
PO Tue Wilson of HMS Seahorse 
won a Dott f Red Label in a ral 
ile As hes boal was about to leave 
on patrol, PO) Wilson asked the 
indlady, Lydia Jackson, to keep 


his prize until he returned 

Kut Scahorse, commanded by Lt 
(dr Massev Dawson. never came 
hack. She was duc to return to 
Bhyih on January ¥, 1940), bul was 
thought to have been sunk un onc 

{ the many mincfichds lard by the 
(ocrmans in the Hehgoland Bight 

She was the first British boat of 
the war to be lost with all hands 

luge Wilson's bottle remained 


mnopened in Lydia's safckecping 


until she retired in |S. when il 
went tothe RN Submannce Muscum 
Ihe Astley Arms has always 


maintained the link with the 
Submarine Service, and had a cor 
ner dedicated to the relatonship 
with HMS Seahorse 

In 1976 the Commanding 
Officer of submarine HMS Otter 
Li Cdr Daniel Conley, presented a 
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Private functions catered for by professionals 
Hands to dance and skylark to live music 
most weekends 
Family & Associate membership available 
Now licensed for the Marriage Ceremony 
Royal Sailors’ Home Club, Queen Street, Portsmouth. PO1 SHS | 
TEL: 023 9282 4231 
email: sailors@homeciub.{snet.co.uk 
web site: www.homeciub.fsnet.co.uk 
HOME CLUB - HOME COMFORTS - HOME IN ! 
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Garian House Holiday Flatlets 


oaoer inen. ob iad tee 4 


GHADGE PER PERSON - MINIMUM 2 PERSE 


DEPOSIT PER PERSON 
NDER HALF PRICE IF 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY - OCTOBER 
MA CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS. 

TELEPHONE: 023 9273 3581 


www garian- house. co.uk email:garianhouse@ntlworld. com| 


” ROYAL SAILORS’ 
ea) HOME CLUB 


HE relusive fo present and 
wilt of the Kayal Navy and rf ars Marine 


™ Accommodation « Leisure Facilities « Bars and Restaurant 
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‘Me 


penews link wit 
tragic submarine 


hotthe of Red Label and a plaque 
to the pub as a remindcr of the 
wartime raffle prize, bul during a 
recent refurbishment of the pub 
the “Otter bottic and othe 
were stolen 

Jonn Somtt, who 100k Over as 
manager at the pub last autumn 
was Gctcerminced to restore the links 

He contacted the Submarine 
Museum towards the end of 2006 
ind wheels were sct in movion 


The result was a long 
drive South for John and 
assistant manager Faye 
Ormston, who both took 
part in a brief ceremony in 
memory of the Seahorse - 
64 years to the day since 
she should have returned 
from her fatal patrol — and to 
all submariners who died in 
the service of their country. 


r itcms 


Also un attendance was Li David 
riltness, Flag Licutenant to Kear 


Admiral Submarines, Kear 
Admiral Niaul Kulgout 

At the ceremony, Jeff Tall, 
Director of the Muscum, said 


of the mmbecrent danger, it 
was csscntial that during their time 
in harbour before they msked theu 
lives on yet another patrol, subma 
rine crews werc abic to rclax, rest 
and play in cheerful and welcom 
ing surroundings 

“This they found in abundance 
in the town of Blyth, who | know 
regarded their submarincrs with 
great affection, and particularly al 
the Astley Arms and the pub's won 
derful landlady, Lydia Jackson.” 

Later, Mr Scott was given a pre 
scntation bottle of Johnnie Walker 
Red Label by Rak Angras, a 
Business Development Executive 


‘Hecause 















oped. Colour TV, indoe 
sit by | arn y or gwil nend 
WEEKLY JUNE 4 SEPTEMBER — £80.00 | 
LONG LETS — £60.00 
NE NIGHTLY — £15.00 
£20.00 
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Between 9am — 4pm 









FAX: 023 9229 3496 
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aaa Charles Hotel 


Gillingham, Kent 


OD Be Tis 


)50 Seat Banguect Hall 
C Chatham Dadoand ~ Roval Engineers Museum 


Free Parking 





Ideal for Day Trips to France, London or Leeds Castle 
Medway is ideal for your ships reunion or a weekend Dreak 


with one of our 





specially tailored RNA packages 


Telephone Debbie on 01634 830303 for further details or bookings 





from Diageo, the parent company 
{ Johnnie Walker, and the invited 
gucsts had a chance to see the org 
aenihed hw icf! Tall 
PNEnant arte 
facts m our collection 
Ihe bottle, in a presentation 
box, was specially couricred down 
from Scotland for this occasion 
sand Mr Angras 
Cdr Tall also presented Mr Soott 
with a montage of photographs 
and cuttings about HM‘ Scahorse 
Mr Scot said the bottle had 
been a main focal pont of the pub 
and there was always a lot of micr 
submarine artctiacts al 


9 Is f : 
Pada wc ihe 


as “one of the nwt 


cal in the 
ihe pub 
He said regulars 
quenting the Asticy 
and that they 
delighted at the 
and the 


a handful of 


nave been Ire 
Arms since the war 
would he 
replacement of the bottle 
installation of the montage 





@® HMS Seahorse preparing to 
come alongside in 1939, and 
(inset) PO Tug Wilson, who 
won the boftie of whisky 

































SUPPORT YOUR CLU B 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit | 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 


ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, 


their families and 


| dependents plus ex. serving personne! and R.N.A. members 
| who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 


FUNCTIONS: We cater for 


all types of functions at very 


competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding 
Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 


ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club) 
Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PQ 


Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER 
WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 





The Sunray Hotel 


Plymouth 
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Single Rooms 
Ceniri 


Full Engi: 
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sh Breakfast 


Family Hun 
01752 6691135 





(TORQUAY 

Westgate Hotel 

* Licensed Bar ETBO¢¢* 

¢ Family rooms available 

¢ Close to seafront + shops 

¢ H/C, Tea+Coffee, TV, All Rooms 

Mags (Simon) & Rachel Thacker | 
Both Ex-Navy 


Tel: 01803 295350 
Fax: 01803 213710 









(CANTERBURY HOTEL 
SOUTHSEA 
a i ae Canterbury hotel gr oup. rom | 
RESERVATIONS 
023 9229 3136 — 023 9282 1508 | 
| ®*Room, Bed & Breaktast from 


£22 50 a night 
* Modern. Comfortable 
Accommodation Close to Sea Front | 
* 70 En-Surte Rooms Available 
* Book Online 


Group Discounts Available 
Off Road Car Parking 





wwe Lav View s.co. ik 





@ Faye Ormston, Assistant Manager of the Astley Arms, John 
Scott, Manager of the Astley Arms, Lt David Filtness, Flag 
Lieutenant to Rear Admiral Submarines Rear Admiral Niall 


Kilgour, and Rak Angras, Business 


t Executive at 


Developmen 
Diageo at the wreath-laying ceremony for HMS Seahorse at the 


RN Submarine Museum 


@ (Left) Cor Jeff Tall, Director of the RN Submarine Museum, with 
the original bottie of Johnnie Walker Red Label whisky, and John 
Scott with the replacement bottle for his pub, the Astley Arms, 


supplied by Diageo 


por’ MOLT 
LADY 
HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base, 
100 yards from main gate, 
HMS Victory/Mary Rose/ 

HMS Warrior! 
Museums all on doorstep. 
22 rooms most en-suite, 
singles/doubles/twins + 
| family rooms, colour T.V, 
| Tea+Coffee facilities, free house 


Tel: 023 9287 0505 














JMD PROPERTY LETTING 
PROPERTIES IN SCOTLAND 
Do you have properties 
sitting vacant? 
lf so call JMD as we have 
potential tenants 


‘Tel: 01436 831 272 






PALM COU RT 
HOTEL +" 


Palm Court Hotel -Snwn walk tro on 
town centre and beaches 7 Star 44 
En-surte bedroons Best Rates tor 


Oroup Book rigs or Bourneniouth 


CALL MANAGER for details - 
Winter Special £75.00 pppa Dinner Bed - 
www.palmcourthotel.com 


01202 558088 — 





ADJOINING PLYMOUTH 
HOE AND SEAFRONT 
7 CH, rn | a 


E dec umbe Crucst eel 


~~) Per Street, Wes! Hoe 
lel 01752 660675 


F-mail hawton@ clara.co.uk 
























Opposite Waterloo Main Line 

Station and ideal location for 

visiting the London Eye, Imax 

cinema and all the attractions 
of central London. 

Wide range of bedrooms 
continually being improved to | 
suit all tastes and budgets. 
TV and telephone now in 
all en-suite bedrooms. 
Ask to stay here when visiting 
London on duty. 

For more information contact: 
Reservations Office | 
UNION JACK CLUB | 
Sandell Street 
London SE1 8UJ 
Tel: 020-7928 4814 
Fax: 020-7620 0565 


e-mail: abo@ujclubD.co.uk 
































PLYVMIOUTH 
Osmond Guest House 
> Per Sereet, West Hoe 


* (1752 229705 
Hed ancl premsan from £18-£25 00 
scairom. (oures) pick "ye iro 
wiona. 4 pontct be All 

{ TY. Neg ah offer miki 
Moruthy En-suite Parkinn 
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Civilian judges 


to sit in on 
Naval courts 


CTVILIAN ‘judges’ are to take the 
place of Naval counterparts at 
courts martial from now on 

Umiformed Naval judge advo 
cates sitting in Semor Service 
courts will disappear following a 
ruling in the European Court of 
Human Rights 

Ihe role of the judge advocate 
at a Naval court martial ws effec 
tively the same as a judge in civil 
lan crown courts, advising a panel 
of five offfeers and sometimes a 
warrant officer on the ‘jury’ on 
pownts of Law. 

A qualified crvilian judge advo- 
cate, not a uniformed Naval off- 
ocr, will now sit in the position in 
future court martial proceedings 

Ihe change was prompted after 
former leading seaman Mark 


Ganeves challenged the courts 
martial system through = the 
European Court of Human 
Rights 


Ar Ganeves was sentenced to 
three years detention, reduced in 
rank and dismissed from the 
Service after being convicted m 
ISSR of maliciously wounding with 
intent. He was also ordered to pay 
£700 compensation to his victim 

Judges in Strasbourg ruled that 
the use of serving Naval officers as 
judec advocates m courts martial 
proceedings did not provide a 
strong guaranice of independence 

Phey did nol, however, quash 
Mr Crneves’ conviction of say that 
there was any mas shown by the 
Naval judgc advocate in his case 

Ihe Army and KAF wee crvilian 
judec advocates, and Defence 
Minister Ivor Caplin sand that 
practice would alo he introduced 
lo the Scnpor Scrvice 

he sand the findings of the 
European Court had shown that 
hy and large mulitary courts had 
stringent safeguards to maintain 
impartiality and independence 

‘The system of discipline within 
the Armed Forces is a vital contr- 
bution to their operational cficc 
lrvencss and their success, Mir 
(apin added 

Mhe change to procecdings 
meant some courts martial sched 
vulcd) for last month had to he 
briefly postponcd 

Phe monster stressed: “We aim 
lo cause the minimum of disrup 
lho toh h6CoMUTIS martial we ATE 
reviewing the implications of the 
details of the judgment as a matter 
mM urgency. 


Changes to 
determine 
forces pay 


THREE different faces will help 
ihe Minstry of Defence decide 
how much to pay sermeemen and 
women in fulure 

From spring, Professor David 
Grecnaway, a business expert 
from the University of 
Nottingham, will chair the Armed 
Forces Pay Review Body. Also 
appomted to the group by Prime 
Minister Tony Blair are Dr Peter 
Anight, vice chancellor of the 
University of Central England, 
ind former Cambridgc ater 
managing director Robert Burgin 

Ihe independent body, made 
up of semor figures from the world 
of business, trade unpons, public 
scrvices and academics, adiviscs 
ihe government on pay and 
charges for forces personne! up to 
ihe rank of commodore 
@ KN medical and dental officers 
will recerve a 6.5 per cent pay rise 
as part of a £145m package sup- 
porting the Senior Service s med 
cal wing 

Ihe rese — recommended by the 
Armed Forces’ Pay Review Body 
brings the total increase to med 
ical and dental officers in the past 
10 months to 10 per cent. A 3.2 per 
cent award was introduced on 
April | 

Phe Review Body has also rec- 
ommended an increase of 3.225 
per cent for medical and dental 
cadets and an out-of-hours supple- 
mentary payment of £8,500 to 
junior doctors. Its necommenda 
tons have been accepted in full 
and arc to backdated to Apmil | 
las! wear 











Officer's memory 
lives on in sword 


@® Lt Karen Jacques, Fiag Lieutenant to First Sea Lord 
Admiral Sir Alan West (centre) receives Lt Cdr Rushbrooke's 
sword from the officer's widow Ailsa 

Picture POW Phot) Cokin Burien 


WHOEVER holds the post of Flag Lieutenant to Britain's 
foremost sailor will also hold a magnificent sword thanks to 
the generosity of a Naval family. 

Ailsa Rushbrooke, widow of Lt Cdr Peter Rushbrooke, pre- 
sented her late husband's King George pattern sword to 
First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Alan West and his Flag Lt Karen 
Jacques to keep her husband's memory alive. 

Lt Cdr Rushbrooke joined the RN at the age of 14 in 1939 
and after training in HMS Ajax, Vesper and Volage served as 
a communications officer in HMS Zephyr and Myngs. 

Post-war, he served as Fiag Lt to then Flag Officer, Aircraft 

His sword will be held permanently by the officer appoint- 
ed Flag Lt to the Chief of the Naval Staff and will be used for 
the many state and ceremonial occasions he or she is 
pseu cpio 








_A promise hono 
_ 64 years on 


= —— 


@® (Above) David Turner pays his respects at Lyness 
cemetery in the Orkneys where his uncle, Commander 
ps ptr Aegpanedlg poe ya oer geome ct Ba 
some of his Royal Oak comrades. 
(Detow) Ht } Royal Oak as she appeared in 1937 


New degree 
in a iffy 


ARTICIFERS will earn 
Foundation Degrees in future as 
part of a shake-up in qualifications 
awarded which should better 
recognise the quality of training 
RN personne! receive 

The cxisting award to artificers 
passing the Carecr Course, the 
HIND, is being phased out in two 
years time, but the Navy has taken 
Ihe decmon now to switch to its 
successor, the Foundation Degree 

The degree is a two-year course 
which represents two-thirds of a 
full honours degree and can only 
be awarded by universities and 
higher education establishments 

Ihe University of Portsmouth 
will oversee the foundation quali 
heations for clectromic and marine 
sysiens cnginecring artificers, and 
Kingston Unversity will award the 
acronautical cnginecring dcgree 

Both unrversitics have agreed to 
back-date the awards which means 
ihe majority of artifecers currently 
under lraining at HMS 
Collingwood and Sultan will quali 
fy for a foundation degree 

Sailors who have already 
received an HND cannot instantly 
upgrade’ to a degree, however 
Their qualifications remain valid 
and will continue to be recognised 
by madustry 

Artiiieers who want a full hon 
ours degrec will have to study for 
it in their own time on a part-time 
of drstant learning 

liffies will also have to find the 
money to upgrade to honours if 
they go down that route 
although the enhanced learning 
credit initiative should be abic to 





cover much of the cost 


Details on the changes from Li 
Cdr Heather Rimmer on military 


9380 26910 
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IT took 64 years, but for David Turner a promise made 
was a promise never to be broken. 

On a — October evening in 1939 the then nine-year-old 
returned home from school to find his mother sobbing: battleship 
HMS Royal Oak had been sunk in Scapa Flow, taking with her 
Commander Ralph Woodrow-Clark, the youngster’s uncle 

The boy promised his mother one day he would venture to the 
Orkneys to pay the family respects. Six decades on, Ralph Woodrow- 
Clark's nephew fulfilled that pledge. 

The battleship, built a generation earlier for the first clash with the 
German Navy, was torpedoed at the sland anchorage by legendary 
U-boat commander Gunther Pnen, who evaded Scapa's defences to 
attack the dreadnought in U47 

Phe act of daring, lauded by the Nazi propaganda machine, con- 


demned more than 8M) men to their deaths as Roval Oak sank in a mat- 
ter of minutes 

Many victims remain entombed in the ship's upturned, crumpled hull 
resting on the seabed; the sea gave up the body of 33-year-old Cdr Ralph 
Woodrow-Clark five days after the ship sank 

Sixty-four years later, a wreath from his family rests on his grave al 
Lyness cemetery, the sole officer buried there alongside shipmates from 
the ranks 

“I made a promise to my mother that I would one day vesit hes last rest- 
ing place and that time had finally arrived,” said Mr Turner, from 
Manchester 

“I've been cxtremely humbled by the whole experience. | thought the 
cemetery at Lyness was a wonderful place. It's poignant that my uncle's 
grave is flanked on cither side by two crosses marked simply: ‘Unknown 
Sailor, Royal Navy, 1939." 

“I'm glad I went and I've related my experiences to my mother, who's 
now 93." 

Three hundred and 75 survivors were rescued from the bitingly cold 
Scapa waters; Cdr Woodrow-Clark escaped the sinking only to drown in 
the sea before rescuers could get to him 

Six decades on Koval Oak's loss rankics with the officer's family: it was 
a personal and a national tragedy. (dr Woodrow-Cilark was a high-flicr 

unmarked for the upper echelons of the wartime RN, and left behind a 
widow and son Michacl 

British neghgence must have becn a root cause for the sinking and joss 
Of life.” sand Mr Turner bitterly. “It proved Britain's lack of readiness for 
ais | 
@ Divers are expected to return to the wreck site later this year to check 
on ol still te aking from the battleship 

As many as 1,500 tonnes of fuel remain t apped in the upturned ship 
less than half the amount believed to have been in her tanks when she 
sank. 

Divers working for the Ministry of Defence visit Royal Oak annually to 
inspect the leak. Most recent efforts have involved ‘hot tapping’ the fuc! 
tanks to drain the oil, although the process is slow 

In the past three years, the ‘tapping’ has drawn 670 tonnes of oil from 
the ship; it is thought fuel seeps from inner tanks to the outer ones, where 
it can be drawn off — without damaging the bull or harming its status as a 
nalonal war grave 

Royal Navy divers also return to the wreck separately cach autumn to 
replace the White Ensign ‘flown’ on the hulk as a mark of respect 





* Ships Reunions * Dinners * Cabarets * 
CD’s Naval Songs and Stories 
7 Livingstone Road, Southsea, Hants POS IRS 
‘Tel/Fax 023 9282 0927 


UCING © WITHOUT 
CUTTING CORNERS 
As a leading supplier of quality Ceremonial Swords, 
we are happy to announce a Special Offer of a 


complete with Dress Knot and Special Blade 
Inscription for the unbeatable price of just 


IMPERIAL SWORD COMPANY LTD 
Imperial House, 64 Willoughby Lane, London, N17 OSP 


Email: sales(@im: 


-rialsword.com 
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“Something about ‘Stuff the paperwork — they need us u 


Guiding stars in 
short supply 


HEN you read thal no less than 50.000 giris in the UK 
have been turned away from the Girl Guides because 


of a shortage of adull volunteers | pn, 

Wecember 249), alarm bells should also be ninging for the future 
yf the nation’s cadet forces — one of the Armed Services. chief 
ind best pools of recruniment 

Certainly the Sea Cadets are facing the same sort of prob- 
em, it not on quite the same scale 

Blarmne for the lack of Brown Owls and other Guide leaders is 
put on changing work patterns and especially on the number of 
women working full-time 

What the Sea Cadets need are responsible mature people - 
not necessarily ex-RN — to help as officers and civilian instruc- 
ors 

lt would be a national disgrace if recruiting in the Navy were 
threatened by a lack of leaders willing to quide youngsters with 
an interest in the sea and its traditions through their most for 
mative years 

But the pool of men and women with Naval experience will- 
ing to Go the job is in any Case getting ever smaller, so the 
threat 1s real 

Parallels with the Girl Guides and the Sea Cadets are worth 
noting — especially as giris now form 368 per cent of the latter's 
serving strength 

Both organisatons were set up al roughly the same time and 
both have had to move with the times, both managing the diff- 
cult trick of retaining old-style virtues of tradition, discipline and 
loyalty to Queen and country while changing their badge qual- 
iications to suit the changing interests of the modern Miss 

in the context of the current, commercially-led trend towards 
turning young pre-teen girls into ever more macabre facsimiles 
of thea adult sisters, this is an achievement we should applaud 
But obviously a great many putative ‘Britannia’s daughters’ 
think the Sea Cadets are cool, too — and they should be given 
the necessary support to allow their mature attitude to develop 

They can't all be pop stars — somewhat surprisingly, not all 
of them want to be, either 

Today, as the much-reduced numbers of serving AN per- 
sonnel mean that still fewer of them can be spared for cere- 
monial occasions, the Sea Cadets fill the gap admirably 
indeed in many of our communities they provide the sole visi- 
ble expression of the RIN ethos. That should be encouraged 
1OoO 





@ TS Lightning Doncaster unit's Girls Nautical Training 
Corps (absorbed into the Sea Cadet Corps in 1992) march 
past the town's Mansion House in 1946. Today some 38 
per cent of the SCC are girls 
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ELLS, bouquets, 
pomp and ceremo- 
ny have all been 
squeezed into a hec- 
tic opening to 200M 
for HMS Monmouth, now on 
her way to the West Indies. 
Last month saw the ypc £3 
fngate redcdjcatcd, sail to Cardiff 
her crew visil her namesake town 
and then head across the Athantx« 
for a six-month tour of duty 
Monmouth nicknamed = the 
Hlack Duke spent 15 months out 
of achbon — and out of the publx 
cve — undergoing an extensive refit 
at Rosyth to overhaul her com 
bal/communcations kit, fit a new 
1Sin “Arvion gun i takes its 
unofficial name from the angular 
headed Red Dwarf sitcom charac 
tcr — and receive a flight deck and 
hangar conversion so she can 
operate a Merlin helicopter 
Ship s sponsor Lady Eaton, who 
launched Monmouth back in 1991, 
led dignitaries at the rededication 
ceremony in Devonport, alongside 
cic leaders from the Welsh town, 
and the ship's affiliated RAF and 
Army units: 70 Sqn and the 
Queen's Dragoon Guards 
Within hours of the ceremony, 
the Black Duke was al sca and 
heading for the Welsh capital so 
crew could head up to Monmouth 
itsclf — the fngate cannot squeeze 
up the Wye into the small town 
and recerve the Freedom of the 
town from Mayor Cllr Susan 
White, followed by a church ser 
Vice 
“The rededication ceremony 
offically saw the ship become an 
itegral part of the Ficet again,” 
said Monmouth's Commanding 
Officer Cdr Crary Haywood 
“We're cxtremcly honoured to 
have been given the Freedom of 
Monmouth. It's a mark of the 
strong relationship which cxusts 
between the town and the ship, 
and one | hope continues for a 
long time to come.” 
ith the festrvitecs over, bus- 
ness began as the fngate weighed 
anchor and turned for the Atlantic 
after a bref spell back in 
Devonport 
Monmouth takes over drug 
busting dutics from HMS 
Manchester which returned to the 
UK just before Christmas 
During her spcl! as head of the 
RN's Atlantic Patrol Task Group 
(North) alongside tanker RFA 
Wave Knight which staved out in 
the ( anibbean region (wer 
(Christmas, the frigate will help fos 
tcr links between two Plymouths 
ihc famous Naval centre in the 
west country and its namesake 
more than 3.088) mites to the west 
nm lohago 
ihe ship will ferry a replace 
ment bell to worshippers at the 
church of St Frances Bon Accord 
in lobago 
Retired vicar Rev Peter Willis 
who lived and worked in Tobago 
before returning to Devon heard 
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p at the Front!” 
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takes another 
bell to fobago 


the Tobagonians' pica and spread 
the word around Plymouth 

Ihe result, thanks to the cfforts 
of Plymouth’'s churchgoing comm 
nity, § the donation of a bell from 
the old church of Mt Boniface in 
Devonport 

Ihe building was pulled down 
to make way for redevelopment 
and a new onc put up elsewhere in 
Devonport, but the bell from the 
old tower was saved and restorcd 

“It means a lot to us all and 
underlines the strong links 
between the two countries, cspe- 
cally with the Naval tradition in 
Devonport,” said Rev Willis 

+ The rare gesture is not 
unique; in the 1960s HMS Ursa 
shipped a bell to Tobago from 
Crownhill in Plymouth. 








® Bottom: HMS Monmouth receives the Freedom of Monmouth 


from Mayor Clir Susan White. Below: HMS Ursa, on duty with the 


West Indies Squadron in the 1960s. The Type 15 anti submarine 


frigate, originally an Emergency Class destroyer 
at Normandy and Okinawa, paid off for the last time in 1966. 

























which saw action 
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Slick work 


by student 
engineers 


BUDDING Ccnhginecrs will be con 

roing on HMS Sultan next 
month to see Wf they have the 
brains and team skills worthy of 
ihe SCOT SCTVICE 

The Gosport tramnmg cstablish- 
ment is hosting the annual cng 
necring contest for students LSI Me 
a simulated Naval cxcrcise as the 
backdrop 

Ihe HMS Marlborough 
Challenge has been designed by 
KN engineers at Sultan to tap the 
reservoir of talent in Britain's 
schools and colleges 

In a fictional scenano, HMS 
Marlborough chases drug runners 
through the South China Seas 

Ihe criminals decide to run 
their ship aground to cscape the 
KN, causing a natural disaster in 
the process as oul spills out 

Youngsters will be set the task 
of building a scale model of a craft 
which can get to the stricken piratc 
ship and scoop up the oil 

Ihe children will recerve guid- 
ance and advice from KN engi- 
neers for ‘Operation Clean-up’, 
but it will be left to the youngsters 
lo come up with ideas to solve the 
probicms sect 

The contest has been organised 
by the Navy and Young Engincers, 
an umbrella organisation which 
supports engineering clubs in 
British schools and colleges. 

Forty teams — 150 students in 
all, aged 10-15 — will converge on 
Sultan from across the UK, includ- 
ing Portsmouth, Southampton and 
Scotland's west coast,for the 
March 19 contest as part of 
National Scoence Weck. 

They will explain their designs 
to Naval officers before putting 
their craft in a specially-designed 
water tank to see if they work. 

Phe children will also be given a 
tour of Sultan, Europe's Tacueat 















the Fleet. 


Nearly 50 surface ships, submarines and RFA vessels will be equipped with eo navi- 
gational charts whoch will revoluthonise the way sailors find their way around the globe 
Electronic charts have been trialed in some of the RN's most modern vessels such as frigate 


Chart 


HMS Westminster, which has had the system for 18 months. 


Now, the less-than-snappily- 
tied WECDIS console — Warship 
Electromec Chart Display and 
Information System — s to become 
a standard feature m the Flect. 

The computer chart does not 
mean the end of paper, however. 
The traditional skills will still be 
taught — and maintained to ensure 
that if the system ever fails, old 
school navigating can still save the 
day. 

But the console, unveiled at the 
London Boat Show, ts the first step 
towards a paperless bridge and 
should relieve some of the burden 
of seafaring on a bridge tcam. 

The system can provide aulo- 
matic alarms and notification and 
detailed information about specific 
areas on a chart — a far cry from the 
official paper charts, first intro- 
duced in 1795 

Navigation students will become 
acquainted with WECDIS first, 
the consoles are being installed at 
the Maritime Warfare School at 
HMS Collingwood and will be 
ready this spring. The first ship to 
recerve the system will go to sea 
mid-year. 

Rear Admiral Peter Davies, Flag 
Officer Training and Kecruiting. 





chart 


said paper charts had served the 
RN admirably since the late 18th 
century, bul i was important to 
move “into the modern world” 

He added: “This will improve 
navigational accuracy and ulti- 
mately improve safety. 

“But it’s more than just an clec- 
tronic chart — it’s the ability to link 
with other parts of a ship's com- 
mand system which takes it to the 
next level. And it will reduce the 
load on the bndgekeeping team.” 

The admiral continued: “There 


position 
nproves with 
i-tech maps 


THE days of a bridge cluttered with paper and charts are numbered after | 
the Navy ordered £10m of hi-tech wizardy to introduce electronic charts to 






@ A graphic of the computer 
console 








will be some 
people with con- 


cerns about 
using compul- 
cr. 


“It's the end of an era, but the 
ships who have been trialing the 
consoles don't want to give them 
back. I'm convinced that once fit- 
ted, sailors will like WECDIS.” 

For smaller and cramped ves- 
sels, especially submarines, there 
should be the additional benefit of 
the chart consoles taking up far 


less space. 

“if you think of submarincs, 
space i lomited and critical. Now 
they are only going to need a few 
charts,” the admiral added. 

Havant-based defence firm 
Lockheed Martin will oversee the 
proyect — £10m to initially fit the 
console to 48 major RN and RFA 
vessels, followed by in-service sup- 
port worth £19m — alongside part- 
ner firms Kelvin Hughes, Babcock 
and Offshore Systems. 

All 48 vessels should be kitted 
out by the end of 2006. Two con- 
soles will be fitted to cach vessel 
selected, with a remote stathon in 
the charthouse in line with interna- 
tional safety regulations. 


@ A mock-up of @ WECDIS terminal on the bridge of Type 42 destroyer HMS 
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engineering establishment. 


MODERN DEFENCE 
IS ALL ABOUT STRATEGY. 


ERE’S OURS. 








When they're on active service, Britain's armed forces deserve the best possible support from the best qualified people. That's the thinking behind the 
creation of the Military Support Function, an initiative to help ensure that our armed forces receive the quality of experience and support that they need 


to do the job. J There are management level opportunities in many areas of expertise, ranging from weapons to welfare, security to IT, and finance to 





logistics. We are looking for talented individuals with a good understanding of the needs of the Armed Services. Currently there are opportunities in 
the UK and overseas in just some of these areas, with many more due to become available. Salaries start from £16,281 rising to £35,004 depending on the level of the 


post, your experience and expertise. | To find out more visit www.jobs.mod.uk or write to Military Support Function (Recruitment), PO Box 3424, Bath BA! 5ZP. <i 
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The MOD is an equal opportunities employer aiming for the widest possible diversity in its workforce and drawing recruits from every part of the community. % Vv. 
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® ‘Red or dead’ is the title of PO(PHOT) Tam McDonald's dramatic silhouette of men of Comms Troop, 
3 Commando Brigade, as they returned from a patrol in Iraq during Operation Telic, with the setting 
sun and a burning oil well providing a stunning backdrop. Tar won the title Calumet Royal Navy 
Photographer of the Year 


® Another shot by PO(PHOT) Tam McDonald (right), entitied ‘Ready, Aim, Fire’. This image shows 
Royal Marines of 3 Commando Brigade adjusting their General Purpose Machine Guns (GPMGs) on 
the Eudria ranges near Kuwait as the Allied forces prepared for action in Iraq 


THE SPOILS of victory went 
to the Navy’s amphibious 
infantry when the prizes were 
announced for this year’s 
Peregrine Irophy. 

iwo of the top awards at the 
Royal Navy's photographic compe- 
tition went to 3 Commando Brigade 
RM the Peregrine Trophy 
Portfolio and the Calumet RN 
Photographer of the Year, picked 
up by PO(PHOT) Tam McDonald. 

Operations in [rag early in 2003 were 
the subject of intense media scrutiny, 
and Navy phots took the fair share of 
striking images as forces geared up for 
conflict, engaged the enemy, and started 


to rebuild the shattered 
aftermath 

ut there were plenty 
covered between the A) cr 
Marines bands in concert to 

Ihe pudecs of thew vear + 
( atherine Benson of thi 
wency. Enc Jenkins. head « 
Hoard at the Britesh Institu 
rhatographers, and Paul Lx 
( olleec, who once again co 
mpressca they were by tl 
c ntries 

ihe annual competitpon 
iround 41) years ago to grv 
phers a wider audience 

Phe Photoer phic Hrancl 
ed just after Workd War | to 
record and analyse the perf 
guns and other WCAPONS Sys 

From that orpgrmal task 














@ (Left) Type 23 fngate HMS Mariborough ploughs through heavy seas in the Arafura Sea while on 
where she was due to take part in the multinational Exercise Flying Fish. This photograph from the 
was taken by LA(PHOT) Sean Clee 








country in the 


f other subjccts 
tines, from Royal 
sporting fitures 

Om pe tan Were 

Hculcrs ncws 

Wf the Adimimsons 
ic of Professional 
Imar of Sheffield 

mmented on haw 
Ti quality om the 


was established 
la Pha” pti | 


iitscl{ was found 
allow the Navy to 
mance of ship's 
Ler 

ne @erew a fem 


passage to Singapore, 
» ship's Lynx helicopter 


which covers cvervihing from intelligence 
work to public relations, now using the latest 
digital technology in terms of still and video 
work 

Ihe specialisation ss also responsible for 
the supply of personne! to meet an increasing 
operational dependence on intclliecnce 
Image aniaysns, which requires an mens 
lramimg course al (hocksands in Hedford 
shirc, cquipping successful candidates with 
the skills to analyse imagcs from land and sca 

Peregrine winners will attend a prizegiving 
ccremony later the month on board aircraft 
carner HMS Ark Royal 
Results: Peregrine Trophy Portfolio win- 
ner: 1 JI Cdo Bde AM; Highly 
Commended — ANAS Culdrose 
Calumet RN Photographer of the Year: | 
PO(PHOT) Tam McDonald (3 Cdo RM): HC 
PO(PHOT) Stevo Russell-Stevenson 
(JARIC): LA(PHOT) Gaz Armes (40 Cdo RM) 
Agusta Westland 
Maritime Air Prize: | 
PO(PHOT) Jim Gibson 
(DCCIN)): 2 — LA(PHOT) 
Kevin Russell (FRPU/(E)). 
HC LAIPHOT) Kevin 
Russell 


@ (Above right) LA(PHOT) Sean Clee caught a member of the 
ship's company of HMS Marlborough getting into sumo mode 
during the frigate'’s visit to Singapore 


® (Left) HMS Ocean won the Commandant Genera! ARM's 
Prize; here a school of dolphins is captured on camera close 
to the helicopter carrier by LA(PHOT) Angie Pearce 


® (Right) LA(PHOT) Sean Clee's study of the men of Delta Co, 
40 Cdo RM waiting to go ashore in iraq from HMS Ark Royal 
in the Gulf captures the tension in the darkened hangar 


® (Below) British Royal Marines and their American counter- 
parts are airlifted by US Sea Knight helicopters from Umm 
Qasr to positions near Basra in the early stages of the conflict 
in iraq. This image, by award-winner PO(PHOT) Tam 


McDonald, is entitled ‘Blowing Up a Storm’ 


CMS Ltd Public Relations picture: | 
LA(PHOT) Gaz Armes: HC PO(PHOT) 
Stevo Russell-Stevenson 

Kodak Navy Award for Sports 
Photography: 1 LA(PHOT) Wheelie 
A’Barrow (FRPU/(E)); HC — LA(PHOT) Daz 
Casey (CTCRM) 

CGRM Prize: 1 — HMS Ocean: HC — 3 Cdo 
Digital Imaging Award: | ALA(PHOT) 
Chris Wenham (ANAS Yeovilton) HC 
LA(IPHOT) Gaz Armes 

The Maritime Books Trophy: | 
LA(PHOT) Sean Clee (FRPUV(E)); HC 
LA(PHOT) Kev Russell 

Hasselblad Award: | PO(PHOT) Gary 
Davies (2SL); HC LA(PHOT) Paul 
Brookes (FRPU/(E)) 

Navy News Award: 1 — LA(/PHOT) Wheelie 
A*Barrow 

RN Student Award: 1 — ALA(PHOT) Sean 
Preston 

Open Category: 1 PO(PHOT) Jim 
Gibson; HC — PO(PHOT) Jim Gibson 
Amateur Category: 1 — Cp! W.T. Faragher 
(40 Cdo RM); 2 — CPOSA S. Prior (HMS 
Nelson); 3 — Cpl W.T. Faragher: HC — Cdr 
Sheehan (HMS Heron — COLHF) 
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~ | ELSON'’SSHIPS & VESSEL 

S WHICH HE SERS 
1771 - 1805 + # 





THE DRAWING The Capture of the Ca /ra by the Agamemnon March 
1795 by Nicholas Pocock (1740-1821) is included in the latest cover 
issued by the RN Philatelic Society celebrating the ships and vessels in 
which Nelson served — Agamemnon was his favourite. 

Also released is a cover marking the centenary of the RN Football 
Association (see page 42 ). 
LEGENDARY Navy News Both come with detailed booklets packed with background informa- 
cartoonist Tugg Wilson : tion and a selection of picture cards. For details write to the RNPO, 19 
will give away some College Road, HM Naval Base, Portsmouth, Hants. 
secrets of his art with a 
talk in Portsmouth this 
month. 

The Royal Naval 
Museum is hosting a day 
of talks, lectures and 
demonstrations on art 
and the Senior Service, 
from serious works to 
humour from the 18th 
century to the present 





= 
ugs: whose Jack car- 
toon is a mainstay of Navy 
News, will bring along his 
electronic drawing pad, as 
RN archivist atthew 
Sheidon recalis some of 
the 18th century sketch- 
ers such as Gillray and 
Rowlandson who brought : ; | 
the bygone Navy to lite. : Power , 
Other speakers at the ~s 
February 28 event include , 7 
Geoff Hunt who painted 
the covers of Patrick 
O’Brian's novels and 
James Taylor, the muse- 
um's fine art consultant. 
Details on the event in 
Portsmouth's historic 
dockyard on 023 9272 
7583 ofr trevor.carpenter 
@ royainavalmuseum.org 





Classic 
Shep 
caught 
on CL 


TO MARK the first 25 years of 
his career as ‘The Laughing 
Sailor’, singer/songwriter 
Shep Woolley has put some 
of the best of his earlier 
recordings on CD. 

Chips off the Old Bloke is a 
two-CD compilation of tracks 
from the albums Pipe Down, 
Songs for Oars & Scrubbers 
and Goodbye Sailor & 
Reunion, available from 
Ardpea Productions, 7 
Livingstone Road, Southsea, 
Hants POS 1RS at £20 plus 
F4pp. 

Overboard (£10 plus £4 pp) 
is a selection from three cas- 
settes released in the 1980s, 
On the Button, Whaley Tales 
and Delivering the Goods. 

You can have all three for 
£30 postage paid. Cheques 
made out to S. Woolley. 

Shep joined the RN in 1960 
and left in 1975. No stranger 
to showbusiness, he had 
already released two LPs and 
was in great demand in folk 
clubs and Service messes at 
home and abroad, where his 
work was familiar through the 
British Forces Broadcasting 
Service. 
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FIRST Sea Lord Admiral Sir Alan West has said that Britain 
today has the second most potent Fleet in the world, with new 
ships and others on the way providing “a step change in capa- 


bility” 


In fact, as D Brown mone 
out in Fcutediios the Royal 
Navy — Warship 
1945 (Chatham P35). at the he 
of a new century the Royal Navy ts 
far better equipped for its world 
role than it was at the end of World 
War Il 

Although the Fleet was cnor 
mous in 1945, much of tt was old 
and worn-out. Britain also faced 
coonomic austenty and a reduced 
global tasking 

Al the same time new threats 
and novel technologres rendered 
even the newer ships obsolescent 

How British designers respond 
ed to these unprecedented chal- 
lenges onc of the central themes 
of this book 

Hascd on both declassified doc 
umentation and personal exper. 
it «= the fourth and final vwol- 
authors authoritative 
Royal Navy warship 


Cri, 
ume in the 
scrics on 
design 

In thes onc, anded by Ceorge 
Moore's in-depth archrival research 
on the substantial body of material 
declassified in recent years, he 
tackles the penod in which he him- 


wc If worked as a Naval 
Constructor 
He looks at some of the ambi 


hous kieas for replacement or con 
verseon of the bigger ships, most of 
which were stifled for lack of 
funds, bul concentrates on ncw 
construction, with chapters on all 
the major categornes from aircraft 


carmers, through destroyers and 
fngates, to submarincs, minc- 
sweepers and small craft. 

Each contaims new information 
on unbuilt designs, identifies many 
innovations and anal the 
impact of the Falklands War. 

Of post-war ship designs, the 
author singles out for special 
praise the Leander class frigates 
(“so good that ut was difficult to 
design a better ship at a compara- 
ble price”). 

Ihe Type 22 was the true 
Leander replacement and a suc- 
OCs 

Hrnitsh submarines are the qui- 
etest — HMS Valiant started from 
scratch and hence is his personal 
choice for “all-time greatness” but 
Swiftsure and Trafalgar still 
improved on that good start 

ic concludes that today the 
quality and flexibility of the Fleet is 
bemg demonstrated in no uncer- 
tain terms. The future appears 
bright — though the time taken to 
ect new designs mto service 
remains 4 maticr for concem 

“Carriers exemplify the saying 
‘Big 6 Beautiful. Contractors for 
the mew carricrs under develop- 
ment have found thal increasing 
the size actually reduces the cost, 


duc to casscr installation and 
maintenance. Many people, both 
m the Admiralty and im industry 


had been saying this for years bul 
no one listencd. The Iavinciblics 
were another sucocss.” 








® A US Naval airship 


to USN custody ‘as lying’, 
sold to Metal industries to be broken up 


for scrap at Fasiane. 





S A PIECE of 
story-telling, 
Robert K. Massic’s 
Castles of Steel: 
ritain, Germany 
and the Winning of the 
Great War at Sea (Jonathan 
Cape £25) ts first rate — though 
most of it has been told before. 

Descriptions of the principal 
naval battles — the main ones werc 
Heligoland Bight (1914), Dogger 
Bank (1915) and Jutland (1916) - 
are excellent, as arc the pen por- 
tarits of the men who directed 
them (interesting that Tirpitz, the 
creator of the German Navy, sent 
his daughters to Cheltenham 
Ladies College — but then so many 
British young a Stuched at 
Crermany's chic ts of learning, 
such as Heidelberg, in the years 
leading up to World War I). 

Germany's chicf problem la 
the fact that Britain's Grand Ficet 
al Scapa Flow blocked any attempt 
by the High Seas Fleet ships to 
break into the Atlantic. 

It would take them 3) hours to 
stcam out of their base in Kiel 
before rounding Scotland — giving 
plenty of notice to the Grand Fiect 
to come out and intercept them. 

And they always did, thanks in 
no small part to the fact that they 
got hold of the German codes right 
at the beginning of the war. 

So even as the High Seas Fleet 
sailed in May 1916 the Royal Navy 
was on the way to mect it 

The Battle of Jutland is still held 
by many Germans as a German 
victory. ‘Certainly they sank more 
ships and killed more scamen — but 
there can be litthe doubt that 
Strategically it was a shattcring 
defeat for them 

Never again would the 
Seas Fleet venture out in strength 
fo posc 
British commerce and the 
squadrons that protected it — while 
the Britsh blockade starved 
Germany into submission 

Kochard Hough, in hs own The 
Great War at Sea (Oxford 
University Press 1983) actually 
argucd that the Royal Navy not 
only beat the Kricgamarinc with- 


on finals to land on 
HMS Thane in 1944 — from Royal Navy 
Escort Carriers by David Hobbs (Maritime 


she was /ater 





High || 


any significant threat to | 
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on the war 


out resort to a sccond Trafalgar, 
but that its unrelenting pressure 
was the prime factor which led to 
the defeat on land of the Central 
Powers by the end of 1918. 

It was famously said of the 
Grand Flect’s commander John 
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Jellicoe that be was “the only man 


who could have lost the war in an 


afternoon”. He may or may not 
have lost his battle — but that battle 
won the war for him. 

Jelhooe’s reward after the war 
was to be made a viscount, “a tithe 


By Neil Met art 


photographs of the two 
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MCMV PHOTOS WANTED: 
Good quality photos of RN MCMVs 





wanted for Manume Hooks “KN in 
Focus scenes Please contact 
Rob Hoole Tel: 023 9278 9524 


or ¢-mail. rob hoole @ nt!world.com 
Postage refunded and photos 
returned after use 


www.gangesworid.com 
“HMS. GANGES (The final 
farewell) video. Ideal borthday 

present. Documentary 
all aspects of GANGES 
before demolition. One tear-jcrking 


/surprise 
includes 


hour of nostalma, produced 
by JOHNS DOUGLAS  suthor 
MMS. GANGES (Roll on my 


doyen') & H.M.S GANGES (Tales 
of the T.R.0.G."S.) SALE. details 
Dowglas Hse, Penmarth Redruth 
Cormwall TR.16 6NX 
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usually reacrved for a moderately 
cihcaent Cabinet Minister on 
retirement, said his frend 
Admiral Bacon. Beatty, hw flam- 
boyant 21C at Jutland who later 
held the post of First Sea Lord for 
crght years, got an caridom. 
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NAVY NEWS looks through its pages to recall some of the 
ny headlines of past ssn. 


® HMS lnvincibie, re- 





Mne Christian Stansfietd AM Jorunery | 
a Anthony Clarke AM 47 Cao dernusary 
1 
Dery! Lambert, POST, Jaramry 3 
a)! Lowise Beech RNA HMS King 
heed, December 27 


Jan Grey Creo! WreniCk) Served 1942-7 
Shape mched Oraee, Excoferd, Dauntless 
St BGudeaus Furse Howse, Deal Wrens 
Assonaton Aged 70 
Car Ei Piid@itch Last 
145, 

Harold White LL! ANWA Serece sicher 
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LiO J Burton Steps mchated Thus, Tiger 
Vernon, Oufion and Tartar 

lt Cdr WW Oennis. Ships included 
(Comaeck Horn St Angetio and Pembroke 
Licw OJHel Shes phate’? Croeteow 
Premade Auase Pembroke and F uirre 
Ca@r | E Johneton Shes ected Hornet 


East, January 13 Oberon, Sea Lion, USS Herning. PS56, Vad Ark Royal, Liandaf, Devonsfure, Saker, 
PO(MA) Kevin Crook HMS Splendid Virtue, Unewerving, Supreme London Preectent, Osprey. Dryad and Rooke 
Jarasmry 12 branch, £ = C@ AF Metcete Steps mcheiod Sing 
Tes Dike S/lt Serwoce moluded HMS Fierce, Loch insh, Setftsure, Afrikancder 
Capt Henry St John Faencourt Served ye tenet = : arect Aken 
19i3-tate 1940s mn HMS ane aren aap served 1975 Capt P GA Mitchell Ships inchded 


ane Groke and Malcolm in Torch land. 
i? COD HMS Ar and Urwcorn 


wan Sher CPO) Compan) 


Britanma Victorious. Lyn 
Dryeecd 

Lt G E Morris. Ships included Elfin 
indomitable Pembroke Graganza and 


ANAS Fulmer Oecemier 16 74 Ceres 
1o-47 Semice inched Jack Marchant S r HMMS, Lt Cdr J NW Trevor, ANA 

. Carkeie, Heflord, Adanic oon Lireoorn 14347 Former chaemen Urecorn Car (E) F W Walbencke Shwe nchucied 
ys. (Matapan Gate. reo Assocaton Novemrnizer 17, aged 77 Presackort anc 
toned in diapatches tor Maka and Crew) Gordan Goss ‘Service mcluded HMS Li Col M A Wilberforce, AM Steps inckeiec! 
Sanonsicen and Far East Janey 7. aged Opportune Opportuns Associahon Aveta Peneiope, Giesgow London and 
Bi Cerri 14 are otha 
Chartes McHardie HMMS Gegbury Hay Oawe WOWAE A) Served 1042-a2 Lt C@r P S Worth Shes mchaied Forth 


Ray Thompson Served postwar AN 


re, arsed IMS uant 


67). Neptune aa 


Shs included? Trhaenoh, Victonous, Hermes 
Art Royal Long-Orne Charman, Hetston FAA 
Aseoeiion Nowe 3 —= 

VG Taft Bowen PONTe!) Serece mchacied 
Lister Lacyterd | arc {Sa | he 
120-5) Asc Tie 22 

A Lupton Service fc tached} Oper tune 


Tabard. Augira, Doiphun. August 17 
Dick Dunemuyre A Sered HMMS Cheno! 


Linen Uren, Unruified Storm, Aipoon 
rues Aegon TO and Kuarha 





The following personne! were honoured 
in the New Year's Honours List 

GCB - Adrreral Se Alan Wika John West 
KCB - Vice Adrrural Mark Stanhope 


Harbour by tugs Sultan, Saker Dolphin, Maidstone Jim Bennett. CPO(Tel), Served HMS CS ~ Rear Admiral John Lippet, Rear 
~ Pemirowe Heartend Port Oecember 23. p seein 1948 Nowemnber 3 Acree) Dad Saetaon nt 
aged 76 demas hematvone, § ‘Stups inchuded: Squirrel CSE - Care Jame Mier, Capt Pairs 
Leslie Devis. Shins inchaied G Paneid Associahon. September 7 Vi alas 


40 years ago 


THE RN was quickly on the 


30 years ago 


THE prospect of women 


20 years ago 


THE Auwstralian Air Force 


lan tale Shups molded Waterecich 
Aigernes Assooahon Octoher 15 
Dowgiss Bradbrook Siwps 
Loree Aime Assoouhon howerniner 


ected 


OBE —- Cant Robert Ave ANF. Co iain 
Greenies Lap Hobert Love, Cor Anirew 
Mechanics ool Andrew Salmon AM 1! Col 
Conrad Thorpe FM 


sonoma ha 
MBE WO Edward Rederson Fil 


scene when unrest flared up going to sea was under dis- ensured families of HMS Aigerines Assocaton December 14 A ) stephen C RM, WO (A 
' ! Cannon Sivups inctuded Jaseu Henry Scott Steps =  inck Acute apnen (AW) Seaghen 
in East Africa. cussion as part of a study Invincible's crew would not December 28 sous Algerines nee ty te oor ans Delo, WO (Writer) David Eagles Maj 


HMS Owen and Rhyl and 
RFA Hebe were sent to 


into broadening career 


carner went Down Under. 


Eddy Dowe L5. Ships inchaied: Hood 
Comer’ (Aimerk moxie) Gerd wah US 
Hanger al Seord and Juno beeches (Day 


Wesley ‘Bob Green Shes mchated HS 
Logue Laacnixer 7 
Jock Aivey Ma, HM Sernce molded HMS 


Pecherd Eweritt AM. L! Cdr Dew Gortard 
CPO (SA) tanen Gould Cdr Victor Gubbins 
Li Cw Peter Cents Harvey ANA (See Cactet 


Zanzibar and HMS Ninety wives flew to Comsach Assocaion Aged a3 ote! Faetiest Asuorneteon Cescernteer 4 a u Cdr Roten Arann, Actng CPO 
Cambrian and Centaur was against using women in Sydney to meet husbands - Cdr Warren Beanie. Ships wcheied MS George Treadwell CPO ee aur 127 = Monger ae a, Se grytogo 
arrived anganyi ombat roles. but senior offi when . hen, Perseus. H28, Devonshire. Rodney, Ships inctuded Benbow, Emper Irwin maihen Newed. U1 Car Devic 
off T ika te ante . 2 the flattop arrived. “nn Cossack, CO Marre) Neison Warspte Queen Ekrabeth Sa Moin Noon, Cdr Lindsay Rooms RNA (Sea Cadet 
Commandos from cers felt it was time to look But then she had to leave neal , Bey wy. Be Kai-Shek Cossack  Oaring, Tyrant, Glanche, Emeraid. Perseus Corps), WO (AH) Maiooim Shaw, Cor Peter 


Centaur stormed barracks 
held by rebels in Dar-es- 


at women's role in the FIN - 


quickly for 
90 crew were left behind 


Aste antec 
‘Gott White. CPO(SCC) 
HMorrrars. (Tiverton) 199!-oreserd Or 


tat Li of TS 


loaned to Royal Malaysian Navy 1956 
Organiser of HMMS Netson 


feureons. January 17. aged Go 


(batters hap | 


Salaam then mounted guard recruitment was tough. with their wives to enjoy a affiliation with PAO Nedlioyd Singapore Bay Joe Jodan. Service inciuded: Ladybird 
patrols in the city to restore “Mixed manning could be break, then flown by the and tnps 10 Royal Tournament Ladyterd Assocuston January 17 
Billi Watson Stuos incheied HMMS Ciyde Peter Sioker Shape mchcaed 


stability. In Zanzibar Britons, 
mostly women and children, 
were ferned to Mombasa. 






copy is 


f 


an eventual possibility,” NN 
mused, two decades before 
it became reality. 






loli vera 


aT 


RAAF to Perth to be picked 
up by Sea Kings and ferried 
back to "Vince’. 


















1 el lS, 

Leste Dutton CPO Served 1996-44 Srups 
inchuated Fiegard. Anson. Burnham and thew 
eeeoobonn September 77. aged A? 

John Taytor, Ae queer, iaier pilot FAA 
Served 1099-45. moluding Aflantic and 
Mecteranean Later pubkehweer mchuckir ech 
tor lado and Cutter December 19. aged &2 
A E ‘Eddie’ Edbrook Li(Electrical) Srwps 
i: hte Vanguard Ocoan, Veryan Fiay 
Daring [ Marie) Asse uate (4 Aor 
agp) | ra 

Frederick Carter Artifice: metruct Served 


Steph Potts (nee Laws) Served 1977-85 
Service mctudet Cautions Yeowl F 
Cuiirose, Netson. Doipftun Oeocernber 
aged 41 

Gaston Saenz. OG (CPO). Served in Free 


Capt Sir Thomas Bartow October 17 
Linford AB Served 1937-45 Sheps 

Sechated Netson, Vanoc, Eridiport, Anifory 

Victory, Exomtent. December 71, aged H4 


ineteotate pat or (Cheer ember 19 aged 7A 
ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCLATION 


Frederick ‘Dick Reed Softw and Destrict 
SS ncheied Loy January 7. aged 85 
Mar we ee Hafierses Associate mernier 
ior 40 years. December 276. aged 54 

Arthur Speed Uxbrxige AB Served 1944 
46 Senace mchuded lancing craft. Stancard 
inarer Nornendy Veterans Aseceustior 
Lanter Com Asccuaieor 


Frederick Halsey Thurrock Granch AB 


Bob Russell Margate AB AAS Sihvps 
mouded Hornet Canopus. MTBs 65. 63 
fa, 375. December 71 

Fred Tibtbte Dagenham Gunner Presatert 
tor 16 years. Also former local councilor arc! 


Eastbourne Senedd 1044-47 Shoe inchud 
od Deedalus. Aaven. Seruwa. Gocdwil 
Golicrest, December 20. aged 77 

Alex Ronald Foungetury and Kenton Served 
10-45 Sheps mcheied Zulu. Lbysses 
Forme chaarmen Mo | Are Osecernine 15 


VWiartiary 


QUEENS VOLUNTEER RESERVES 


MEDAL - CPO Anthony Mathews 





|Appointments 


AJCar WJ Hibberd to be CO HMS Superth 
(ieptune tenders) on Jornuary 20 04 


Sports lo ttery 


December 77 £5000) — We 





Veetsn. FLAF 
i) So) Mne JMorgan 40 
AA Ml ec ween HOES, Soe ieee 
Civristmas draw (1000 - MEM N Wood 
HMS Sceptre, LOM C Matthews HMMS 


Lorene 
Loo: S00 


rc ] 
/ | ‘a ( "7 r a ‘2 Let em |, c, —s c _— 4 c c sail . 7 
— hell | ven roche? Liha cock ved Iei-e. Shee mth Laser 7 ‘ tial Hwa) | ial = 
- : J QOS ? a u t] JOS) tf] s elf} *) i {) t| yard. HMMS Excaitanr Trhumpeh, Wirard Haniel Wertty Thruster Viciory Oeeoernieer ee x, CROLWTT a Paul, WMS 
—— Y = superb, Ark Royal Aged 77 24, aged BO December 19 £5,000 —- LAEA W Gassor 
_ a Addison Ships nchuded Beltast Sytvia Slote Fa ure Served 1943-4/ HMS Sultan: £1.500 CPO W on Fe oT 
sa . —_ >... —yp- Beflast Assoaatbon December 29 December i ja § ue C500 - ‘MEM Cc : ase he haahantag 
IF Firs. ; i ty. 532° ty Jntase Lt DF J Dore. Ships mchsded Caledonia, Ken Williams. Bahop's Stortiord. Service December 13: £5,000 — Lt G Beard. Abbey 
wT Collingwood, Newcastle, Albion, Diamond, inched |ST250, minesweeping in the Far ys oc) snp — OMD Edearda Hee 
\ ¢ 7 4 Wictorous FiMG Singapore 1971-74 East Secretary-reasurer LST and Landing Victonous sa POMPT) gp ——_ : as 
ae | Jy ey 7 Ne US rom Decermiear 24 Craft Assomation. Oeoember 14. age 77 “oltnegerood _ . - 
a = Aichard Key Torpaecko operator Service Bil Rangeland Enheid Stoker Served @ €5.000 - AEM O Horst, Hass 
drut et : » Uitte) ale chided Ganges. Garrengnam Geccharte 1962-59. Stups included: Obdurate, Centaur Sultan, £1,500 PO(MEM) C Dewees, CFM 
sheets ft ty landings. Aged A? Nemtune. Sheffiei] December 14 aged 64 Portamout: £500 —- OM C McConre! #4 
JON Pe, ; Coward. Ant-air gunner. Ships includ- George Cowan. Asscciate member, North pa, a ae oon 
~i-f od . Drake, Eastern isles, Rodney, Manchester Served AAF 1939-46 
: - hart Assorcaton a? Cecoerniteer 19 


Swap drafts — 


Wr Potter Drafted to HMS5 lustrous. June 
4. Swap for any Pompey shore draf 


Tyoxe 23 of shore drafi Contact HMMS 


= French  sudmarines London ranch mayo Oecmmber 13 aged A? Contact 07811 340065 
Submannen Assocuahon at John Graham Whitehaven Stwps nctuded = PQ( AWW) Drafted to HMS St 
To Ath door, Hane Ormestad PO rved in Ula Alience Barrow branch, Submarners Albans 14% Swap for any Plymouth 
h he « s | abor Ly ‘dries = Lewis. Solve and St Davids af relevant PJTs. Contact dacol0S5@hot 
v eye 5 tne ress Tom Avann. Stoker, Ist class. Boats incud- AB(Torpedoman) inched mailcom or Dryad 14661 
_ ed: Sturdy Sadar Mersey branch Andromeda. Oelty. Octawa Founder mem LACMEM(M) MB Sketchiey Drafted to 
¥ J Submarinars : . ber. Aged 76 HMS Richmond. Swap for any Piymouth 
Kenneth Morgen AA Steps inched HMS Ron Martin. Bexhill-on-Sea_  tormerty 
~ \'rrree Presenden Associahon Age 


Pachwronc 
LCH Tedd Drafted io HMS York Swap inv 
any Piymoudih Type 270 Contact HMMS York 









YES. I would like to subscribe to Navy News , REGION YEARS TICK A lake. Sid. AN Patrol Service Service Ratings sesking lo swap drafts 
— — . | —_ ed included Europa Yarter Senator cu-Harnel ASSOCIATION OF AN OFFICERS must meet the requirements of 
picase refcr to the table opposite for price) UK (one £20.50 Mewetoureiernd Age Aa BRi4, artcte 0506. In parthcular, they 
Send the completed form and payment to Tony Cooper cy Ships mchaied Si Maj J Abvey AM Steps inckeled Victory should be on of due the same bind 
' _o ao . : ik Two , 3") ( Vincent, Ganges, Ladytied, 7fockac, FO Meon and AM Lympsione, Oeal and of service - see of shore, have time 
Navy News Subscriptions, UK Tw £37.00 . Portemouth, Phoend Park Coquet, Mercury Porternouan to serve in their current draft, be the 
; = / iL’ 1 = "ce rw Marurnan, Doipfen, Asnme. Terror, Combras Reer Admiral J P Garker Sheps nchxied same rate. and be of similar « 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, UK Three £55.00 Phoebe, Dried. Wessex Loch Glendhu, Ceres, Lagos, Saker ence. Ail eppflentions auth be meds 





Hermes Orake, Centurion and Victor, 
Lid O Bricknell Sheps mchaied Newcastle 
Hornet and Orn 


Michee! Aubrey’ Brabon CAS 
nchwded Ganges. Soanies. Loch 
Niaeed Mercury rang. Ganges 


Siups 
Fyre 


on Form C240 to MDD, Centurion 





Queen Street, Portsmouth, ee ne ean 
Hampshire, POI 3HH, England WCTICRS ne EA fT 


Telephone +44 023 9273 4448 | Overseas* Two £43.00 A Tt | : Th 
email: subscriptions@ nav vameneaul Overseas® Three £62.50 erld Images provi C 


VOUR DETAILS: “Overecas Sarface Mai! inchocding Republic of Ireland 





new perspective 


Furoor, Canada, SA & Australasia 
| (Atrmaal rates available on request) 





DW iceeeieee —_ — 7 A VAST archive of wartime reconnaissance photographs 
Address l enclose a Cheque/Postal Order/Internatonal Moncey Order mostly unseen outside intelligence circles can now be viewed 
made payable to “Navy News* for by the general public. 
ssnnsnerscosenasssenacaprsnsssassenessesrsssnesssensnnarssnecscssssssressesaseecsesenest More than five million images captured by RAF cameras 
| £ (£ Sterling) | during flights over occupied Europe in the 1999-45 war have 
ot or pay by Visa/Mastercard/Delta/Switch using the | been put on the internet by historians. 
i =a | For Naval enthusiasts, the photographs melude Hitler's 
- Se TR flagship B k, pictured in a No ford on her f 
gship Bismarck, pictured in a Norwegian fjord on her fate- 
7" | Credit Card orders cannot be accepted | ful sortie in May 1941, and rarely-seen acrial images of the 
Tek Bice ee ae ee al under £5.00 | Normandy landings and the Mulberry harbours in operation 
Country: Beteeescerscescesenressersrressesssevessccereserssssccscsesecessacessessees: | Der to admunutration coats. a pefund cannat he erven of a the aftermath of the success of D-f yay : 
| pa SN eet ee ier. | _ The archive has been held by Keele University in 
a ee as | OP SECT RENNS 5S CHINES SRS ne Snes Se Oe Staffordshire for more than 40 years, but only now has it been 
|| aad thereafter would be subject to a £) 0) Admin charge } transferred on to computer for viewing by the wider public 
Ben sarseesapesersenrereosssevessnsseespecssasesensasepeapaccseececensenents | r = The scanning of the Second World War RAF photographs 
<i mS 3 2 Dew supscTIpuOn | i the first stage in what university staff hope will become a . 
vas Denewed subecrintion = ws, archive of British and foreign acral intelligence IMAPCS. — , 
: . ' hey hope to add captured Luftwaffe reconnaissance pho- © Fiying Officer Michael Suckling’s leg- 


tographs to the archive and — in time — images from post-war 
a aigns from Korea to the recent conflict in Ira 
c images arc al WwW. evidencemncamera.co.u 





Navy News 


Start my subscnption from month 
www.navynews.co.uk , | 


endary photograph of Bismarck in 
Grimstadfjord, 


May 21 1947 = six days 
before she was sunk in mid-Atlantic 





wa wa Ve i OK 








Non-squadded 
lets abound 





IHERE has been a change al 
the helm of D2 Drafting 
Secuion as Cdr Hob Hore 


replaced Cdr Steve Foster in 
sopomue: last vear 

Ve also saw the arrival of Li Car 
Peter Pitard, who has responsihili 

for WE drafting, reheving LI 
(‘dr Les Maddock a famuolias 
name to several gcncrations of 
Larecniecs 

With MEMs now firmly beddcd 
nto thee Squads, work is 
“ivanced im secing the 
Leading Hands into thew Squads 


from April | of which more 
i 


well 


move ol 


| liv 

Regular Drafting and Manning 
Roadshows Occur In VOur arca, 30 
you attend to hear all 


ihat « happening 
MEA Drafting 

| ee transition to the SOless 
MEA has passed almost unnoticed 


following 18 months of drafting by 
the MEHL principles 4) 


i ike SUC 


DESK 


DRAFTING OFFICER 
WEA DRAFTING DESK 
WEA DRAFTING DESK 
WEA DRAFTING DESK 
DRAFTING OFFICER 
CPOMEM, POMEM 
DRAFTING DESK 
LMEM DRAFTING DESK 
MEM AND MEA APP 
DRAFTING DESK 
DRAFTING OFFICER 


POMEA, LMEA, MEA 
DRAFTING DESK 





TITLE 
DRAFTING COMMANDER D2 
|D2WEA 
|AD2WEAt 
| ADWEA2 
lADWEA3 
| D2MEM 


AD2MEM1 
AD2MEM2 


| AD2MEM3 
D2MEA 


AD? ake A, 1 
CPOMEA DRAFTING DESK AD2MEA2 


rate/adqual, rather than rate/SQ. 

Al the same time, the gcograph- 
rc aspiration/billet imbalance at 
CPO level has reduced as a result 
of changes to employers’ Schemes 
of Complement requirements and 
natural wastage from the plot 

Whilst the will be pood news for 
many, guarantecing individual 
preferences remains probicmati 

Although every effort ts made to 
meet indmiduals aspirations with 
in the constraints of Service 
requirements, Drafty has to rely on 
information supplied on DPFs and 
(240s 

It & casential that these are up- 
to-date, accurate and honest, par- 
ticularly with respect to recom- 
mendations for mstructional duties 
and smal) ships, as well as LFS, 
where there is high demand for 
very few billets 

Despite thes gencral demand for 
LFS, Drafty is always keen to hear 
from any budding Crerman spcak- 
ers who fancy an exchange job in 


NAME 


_CDR R.C. HORE 
_| LT CDR P. PITTARD 
__|POWEM(O) KAY 
~ | LWEM(O) D. J. HARRISON | 2315 
‘MRS V. HOBBINS | 
| LT CDR M. BENNETT 


| POWTR C. DAY 


| CCMEA R.A. WISEMAN 
POWTR S. MARCHANT 


Personal plans are 








(scrmany' 
MEM Drafting 

Since the roll out of 
the ME Able Kates, 
remains a significant 
non-equadded billets 

These are advertised on the 
monthly NMA GOSPORT signal 
and include both sea and shore bil 
lets 

From last month there were 73 
posts ashore and 35 at sea. Ihe 
shore billets are predominantly in 
Pivmouth and Portsmouth, with a 
handful in Scotland 

Ihe anteipated duration in a 
shore billet for a MEM ts currenth 
1S months 

CND retains responsibility for 
moving personne! as a ship pre 
pares for refit and for the build up 
on completion, these billets are 
also advertised on the monthly sig 
nal 

All volunteers are processed by 
the local WM before the nom 


IMSS for 
there still 
number of 


TEL NO. 


| 2574 
| 2524 
2527 











2525 


CPOMEM(M) J. WARDLE 


‘CPOMEM(M) K.R. ATKINS | 2! 


| LT CDR Ri. FAULKNER 


| 2572 


2515 
20/6 


backbone of system 


LAST vear turned out to be a 
challenging period for the 
Waterfront Manning Office 
(WMQ)) teams, as it was for 
invone imvolved in manage 
ment of the Squad system 
ihe Portsmouth 
ih thew 
mMntry 


Line 
around the 


OITMCe i) 
ie il colleagucs 
have worked chosely with 
individuals to keep pace with the 
and the Pompey opera 
cxpan 


i ane , 


ton has undergone some 
on into the bargain 

[he office mow includes an SPO) 
a POMA administration 
mistant and will include a 
(“PO to run the new Military Aid 
tw the Crmil Community (MACTC) 
office in Lochinvar Block in prepa- 
ration for Leading Hands in April 
the WMO) is dmided 
into three sections: V-boats, 5S 
and the ird Mine 
Squadron 


MmAnAgCcTI 


a 


In Faslance, 


moats 


L OUNnICrMmeasur©res 


(MCM3), which are manned by 
onc Senor Kate and onc Junior 
Kale 

Ihere «s also a Medical Cell 


manned tv 1 POMA 
It 1% 


uplift in personne! will materialise 


anticipated however, an 


in line with the introduction of the 
Leading Hands into the Squad 
5 Waloem 


The WMO) here ts about to con 
duct an office move from Belmore 
House io the Administration 
Building within HMS Neptune 

Mhis will place the WMO) in the 
building as the KCDA, 


AIT 


MACCO and the Transit 
Drissonal Officers 
Ihe Coxswains onboard now 


have the additional tasks of formu 
lating the Planning Too! and ensur 
ing Departmental (Co-ordinators 
furnish thew squads with Personal 
Plans 

Ihe recent changes, allowing 
peopic to book courses clectroni 
cally, have been put in place, and 
work continucs on the upgrading 
process tO provide more function 
ality 


lf anyone has encoun- 
tered any difficulties in this 
area they should inform the 
PAS help desk along with 
the WMO administration 
assistant. 


Personal plans are the backbone 
of squad management 

[he WMO will ensure that indi 
viduals landed by units deploying, 
their Harmony, or attend 
courses in accordance with their 
personal plan 

It is necessary though for those 
individuals or ships to liaise with 
the WMO and employers to valt- 
date their _ Temporary Employment 
Letters which allow completion of 
the RORRS 3 

This personal plan is of equal 
importance for those on board, 
and WMO teams will monitor 
their production along with sepa 
rated service after an uplift in TT 

Augmentation for events should 
be planned as far ahcad as possi- 


achieve 


ble, and the recently distributed 
bill for 2004 should be with 
Executive Warrant Officers 
(EWO)s) 

Planning abcad and all 
Flotilla ships suceceded in mecting 
all their requirements in 2M)3 
including Operation Telic tn Irag 

Prompt responses to requests 
ensure thal personal plans can be 
factored in around the Service 
necd 

Close co-operation with FLEET 
Nl and PERS drvimon has mcant a 
more streamlined approach to 
manpower they occur, 
and many of these are dcalt with al 
the bocal level with direct links and 
face-to-face meetings resulting in a 
more rapid response time 

Ihe Mine Countermeasures 
Vessel] (MCMV) Fiotilla will be 
running the second of their sca 
days between March 8-12 lo pro 
vide greater awareness of service in 
these vessels, which provide an 
ideal broadening opportunity for 
ratings of all branches 

[hus refers in particular to 
potential clearance diver cand 
dates 

EWOs should contact squadron 
Coxswains direct with names of 
personne! who wish to attend 

4 final plea from the WMOs 
they are one-stop shops as regards 
manpower issucs, and whether 
landed for harmony or just secking 
some advice, drop in and staff will 
endcavour to assist and will always 
offer clear guidance and advice 


im Wital 


SSlics as 





a 


ee = 


Ses 


necs are passed by signal to the 
appropriate drafting desk within 
(NL) 
LMEMs will bcocome 
“squadded” in April this year 
KDs will be amended for those 
at sea and drafted into the squads 


to reflect 48 months from their 
onginal “sea date 
1s with the ABs, there are a 


number of non-squadded billets 
both at sea and ashore that will 
remain 

There will be approximately 120 
shore billets, once again mainly in 
Plymouth and Portsmouth, but 
there will also be Hillets, 
including the P2000s and Gibraltar 
PBS 

Ihe anticipated duration in a 
shore billet for a LMEM is cur 
rently 12 months. 


WE Drafting 
Manpower shortage across all 


specialisations in the tramed 
strength of General Sernice WE 


. sca 





mee » =! 


e-mail: enquiries@navynews.co.uk 
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VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR 


== 
| 


| What | Where 


YM2 §S 


o/s 


Artificers has resulted in opportu 
mites for WE Mechanic Semor 
Rates to dabble in more interesting 
and challenging employment 


Now firmly back in the WE 
drafting fold, WEMs can be 
varicty of bullets 


employed in a ! 
ichadinn External Comms, SCOT, 
45 Gun, Seadart/909, Aur 
Weapons, Command Systems and 
GWS 25 

Duc to the continued shortages 
of LOMs, LWEMs will be used in 
some billets to case the gapping 
but they will not be squadded due 
to their low numbers 

Employment of WE Artificers 1s 
specialised and they continue to be 
personally drafted by DZIWE who 
currently micro-manages the plot 

Despite losing their SOs carlicr 
thes year, WEA drafting is still 
done by a man’s previous cxper- 
ence and stream, although, if you 
want to change direction, for 
cxample would rather maintain a 
996 Radar or ADAWS than a 4.5in 








ae Ma fe es c= 


LEFT! 
90% OFF 


£3.49... 
| £4.38.. 
= £5 ” 60 o/s | 


NON-SQUADDED BILLETS 






‘We don't seem to have that on our list!’ 


gun then let Drafty know' 

All specialisations are on, of 
approaching, Minimum Time 
Ashore (not forgetting that MTA 
ceases to exist from April 1 this 
year) except CC/WO?2 as numbers 
have been selected to meet the 
requirement 

JZ2WE conducts regular bricfing 
lectures with the new Apprentice 
and WEA Candidate courses as 
they leave HMS Collingwood to go 
to their first sea jobs 

All are reminded that unless 
your personal details and prefer- 
ences are up to date in NMMIS 
then Drafty's crystal ball cannot 
Tuncthion 

similarly, the importance of a 
tumely RED X DPF at about four 
to five months before your ERD is 
essential if you want that particular 
shore job 


Remember — you don't appear 
on the Shore Bill unless vour 
Leave and AVDATE has been 


inputted to NMMIS 






— To order sirmply phone 023 9282 6040 
Or write to —- The Business Manager, 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, 


Hants PO1 3HH 
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www.navynews.co.uk 


The theme for the 2004 calendar is - Reporting 50 years of Navy in the News 
featuring 12 front pages from the last 50 years. 


Tastefully designed, and finished with high grade gloss laminate front cover and matt coated 


inner pages. 


This popular format is practical, informative and modern. 
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Better late 
then never 
for Doreen 


IT WAS a case of better late than 
never for Dorecn Munsey. the 
Port Elizabeth branch secretary 
in South Afnca, when she recerved 
a medal for service in the Sucz 
Canal Zone from 1952 to 1954 

Though it took SO years to be 
awarded the medal, it was worth 
the wait, she savs, as it provided a 
ged excuse for a celebration 

Dorcen, whose marnden name 
was Sproates, served as a Writer 
(Gi) in the RN Intelligence Office, 
Favid, and by coincidence her 
Third Officer was Jan Diblev, now 
Mrs Mevnell, who in Cape 
liewn 

Ihe pair chat 


he 4 male re id Na Pl 





Ir cs 


regularly, and 
their for 
around 
Dorcen would love to hear from 
them via the RNA branch if any 
one wants to relrve the past 


many of 


‘ " 11 
mer oolicargues are still 
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special weekend rates. 
available 


rooms are 


elt is NOT necessary 


become a Member. We welcome all those with an interest 
in maritime affairs and the sea in general. 
@ Ladies welcome, both as members and as guests. 
For more information visit our website at 
www.navalclub.co.uk or contact 
Commander John Prichard, Royal Navy, Chief Executive, 


on 020 7493 7672, Fax: 020 7355 2644 


email: cdr@navalclub.co.uk 
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| @ Well placed in the heart of Mayfair, the Naval Club 
| provides a comfortable and secure environment where 
members can feel at home. 
| 
| 
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IT WILL be ‘Up Spirits’ in 
Wetherspoons’ popular pub in 
Newport, South Y Wales. as it Is 
to be renamed the John 
Wallace Linton, in memory of 
Cdr Linton VC DSO DSC, a 
local man and wartime hero. 

Those for whom "Tubby" Linton 

his widely-known nickname — was 
a wartime legend, will tell those 
who never heard of him and are 
loo young to remember the war, of 
hus exploits and deeds 

There will be many toasts to hes 
memory at the Wetherspoons cere- 
mony, and to the brave crew of the 
submarine HMS Turbulent, who 
lost their lives in 1945 

lt was a member of the 
Newport branch who came up 


with the dea = soo asking 


Wetherspoons to honour the mem- 
ory of Cdr Linton by renaming the 


THE NAVAL CLUB 





@ The Club has a range of reasonably priced bedrooms, with 
The magnificent Dining Room is 
open for all meals, and private function and meeting 


been a Naval Officer to 
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Shop Online — WWW.navynews.co.uk 


ideal for walking in the 
countryside. This ingenious 
walking stick has a hidden 
phial for that secret tot of 

| rum! Simply unscrew the 

| handle to reveal it's secret 
hiding place. The other half 
of the handle unscrews to 
reveal a compass. 
Measuring 35° in length 
and dismanties into three 
sections which fit perfectly 
in their carry bag. 
£29.99 UK; £30.93 EU; 
£29.05 O/Seas. 


To order simply phone 023 9282 6040 - 
or write to: The Business Manager, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth PO1 3HH 


|Cheque: paysite to Mawy Keews to eccoenpany orden For ordert outude the LM payment 
can be made by Cheque/imernnonal Money Order in ( Seerkng and dren on UE bank 
Or for payrnent by Credit Cardeech UK 3 Abroad please we the coupon on page 4 
Pee cote Gen phoen sot actual are Ordert ore normaly dapatched eater #8 feast, 
nue flee cle ap to J day for ceivery 





Maddalena in Sardinia, 


yal Naval / 


Bottoms up to Tubby 


pub after hum 

Supported by the local paper, 
the South Wales Argus especially 
Mike Buckingham — an approac h 
was made to the. Wetherspoon 
Company, and to the delight of all, 
the response was favourable. 

What was surprising, as local 
interest in Cdr Linton grew, was 
how few of the people of Newport 
had heard of hum, though the town 
had crected a memorial in his mem 
ory on the bank of the River Usk 

Their lack of knowledge of their 
local hero could be excused, as the 
memorial was rather out of the 
way and remote from their daily 
comings and goimegs and fre- 
quenth vandalimed 

Cdr Linton joined the Navy in 
the carly 1920), and spent most of 
his time in submarines 

By the time Turbulent lett 
Alexandria on her tenth and 
Linton’s 2Ist — patrol in Februar 
1943, Linton was at 37 the oldest 
and most expenenced captain of 
the First Flotilla. 

He took his boat out mto the 


Tyrrhenian ‘Sea, but never 
returned. 
Her exact fate ts unknown. 


Various reports talk of her possibly 
striking a mine off the port of La 
or being 


Naval Quirks 


THE FIRST IRON WAR- 
SHIP DESIGNS THREW 







UP SOME BIZARRE 
ANOMALIES.. 


iatic nm 


@ HMS Turbulent 


depth-charged by the Italian 
destroyer Ardito, or being sunk by 
an encmy MTB 

Whatever the reason, no more 
was heard of her, and she was 
reported overdue on May 3, her 
captain and crew posted messing, 
presumed killed. 

Turbulent, which Linton 
brought into Commussion as 4 Ncw 
boat in November 194], had been 
hunted 13 times and evaded 25) 
depth charges in her final year 

Tubby's son William also joined 
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Carrier welcomes 
Headingley group 


WHEN the ship's company of 
HMS Ark Royal paid a visit to 
their affiliated city of Leeds it 
was a source of great pride to 
members of Leeds Wo 1 
(Headingley) branch. 

The aircraft carrier was 
alongside in Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, and allowed sailors to 
travel down to Yorkshire to cel- 
ebrate the 30th anniversary of 
being given the Freedom of the 
City. 
This was marked by a 


parade through the city centre 


with drums beating and bayo- 
nets fixed. 

Headingley branch is affiliat- 
ed to Ark Royal, and members 
are often invited to take part in 
the ship's activities.. 

Branch chairman Geoff 
parade was very special to 


| them and us, and we were very 


proud to march with our ship 
through the city on such a 
splendid occasion.” 


a civic reception and a party at 
the branch for members of the 


crew. 

The hospitality was recipro- 
cated when the Warrant 
Officers and Chiefs Mess of the 
aircraft carrier welcomed 
members of the branch on 
board the ship. 

“The highlight for me as 


chairman was when WO 
Charlie Nunn, the Mess 
| me with 


flew during her recent 
ment in the Gulf War,” said S/M 
Thornton. 

“This will now be proudly 


displayed at our monthly meet- 


ings. 

“We are always treated roy- 
ally as one of their affiliates, 
which brings back the old 
adage ‘Once Navy Always 
Navy.” 


Cadets 
attend 
dinner 


SEA Cadet Arran Jarvis of the TS 
Lord Nelson piped ‘Hands to 
Dinner at the annual dinner 
dance of the Norwich branch, 
held at the Canaries Supporters 
(lub 

The Commanding Officer of TS 
Nelson, S/Lt Alan Blackburn 
(SCC) RNR, Leading cadet 
Jonathon Elliot and Arran Jarvis 
were guests at the dinner. 

Branch chaplain S/M Clifford 
Sclf sand Grace. 

Presentations were made by the 
branch Chairman, Fred Hogben, 
to S/M Elsa Perry in appreciation 
of her organisation of a most suc- 
cessful concert recently. 

The other was to Jason Self, the 
social secretary and Ray Self's 
grandson, who was given honorary 
membership of the Association for 
raising more than £300 by collec- 
tions in his shop. 

After an excellent dinner, 
“Twice as Nice’ provided the music 
for dancing and the enjoyment of 
more than &0 members and their 
gucstis 


| TAKE HMS HOTSPUR - 
THE ONLY BRITISH [THE TURRET ROTATED | THE DESIGNER . t 
BETWEEN FOUR PORTS 
HAVE A F/XE2P TURRET..| BY MEANS OF A 








courtesy AN Suormanne Museu 


the Submarine Service — and was 
lost when, as a sub-lecutcnant on 
training, he went down with HMS 
Affray in the Channel in April 195! 

Those involved in restoring the 
memory of Cdr Linton, especially 
members of the RNA branch, were 
looking forward to the ceremony, 
due to take place as Navy News went 
to press. 

Meantime, all credit to 
Wetherspoons for honouring the 
memory of a local hero. 
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TURNTABLE .. 





The mystery ship in our 
December edition was HMS 
Reward, a former wartime 
Bustier-class tug which later 
became a patrol vessel of the 
Fishery Protection Squadron 
and sank after a collision in 
August 1976. 

The winner of the £50 prize 
was Mr Robert Hynd of 
Dunfermiine in Fife. 

This month's mystery ship 
had a very short Naval career 
as a stand-in for a slightly big- 
ger but similar craft, which was 
being overhauled at the time. 


www slavynew's co.uk 











CHESHUNT branch has congrat- 
ulated its chaplain, the Rev Martin 
Banister, on his promotion to 
Canon in the Anglican Church 

And there were congratulations 
too for S/M Ted Lamont and his 
wife Frances, on celebrating their 
Diamond Wedding 

At the branch annual dinncr, 
the guests of honour were two 
nursing sisters from the local NHS 
hospital, which recerved £1,000) 
from the branch towards the cost 
of topsy forceps and an 
adjustable couch 

The branch standard was parad 
ed by S/M Harold Cornish at the 
Lord Mavor's Show in London 
and af a wreath-laying ceremony 
at Nelson's Tomb in Mt Paul's 
Cathedral, attended by the First 
Sea Lord, Admiral Sir Alan West 


Poppy cash credit 


MEMBERS of Woking branch 
deserve great credit for raising a 
total of £19,010 for the Royal 
British Legion Poppy Appeal. 

To have achieved this sum in 
one brief week gives an indication 
of how hard they worked. 


Can you provide us with the 
name of this stand-in? 

The correct answer could 
win you £50. 

Complete the coupon and send i to 
Portsmouth PO! 3HH. Coupons giving 
correct answers will go info a prize draw 
to estabih a winner 
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Pear! 
Harbour 
service 
is staged 


> 
Southend 
NO 5 Area 
i US Marine 
' Ti cd _ap 
S Niatts, | nmander US 
7 ‘, a Lik 
Richard Jones, Koval Australias 
Navy and Defence Attache. the 
Mavor, ( r ( harics Latham, Sa 
loddy Tavior MP and David 


Amess MP and other local digni 
lancs, including members of the 
LS Navy. the US Marine ( Orps 
ind the US Au Force 


Pair rewarded 


Ll ANS ENJOYABLE branch din 
dance, attended by 125 mem 


bers of Gravesend branch and 


ueSsLS life membership was 
warded to S/Ms Bill Finnev and 
toh Moss for loval service to the 
nch 

l pie om honour at the dinner 
was Kear Admiral John Hell 
Lacput President of the 
ASSOCIA 


Maltese friends 


ON a fortnight's holiday in Malta 
icn members of Clacton-on-Sea 
branch met up with old fnends 

\ poppy wreath was placed on 
behalf of the branch at the RNA 
War Memorial by S/M Jan King, 
the branch secretary 





@® Cyprus branch chairman Lt Cdr Nobby Hall (right) greets new 


president Sir Edward du Cann 








MEMBERS of the Cyprus 
branch are pleased that the Rt 
Hon Sir Edward du Cann, for- 
mer MP and member of the 
Conservative Party, has agreed 
to become the first branch 
president 

A distinguished 
arian, Sir 


Parliament- 
Edward served in the 





@ S/M Bob Kettlewell (left) finally receives his green from 
Wetherby branch president S/M Sid Hail 


Bob gets his green 
beret 64 years late 


WELCOMING: S/ Mi Boh 
Kettlewell, cx-Royal Marines, to 
Wetherby branch, the President. 
S/M Sid Hall, presented him with a 
green beret having heard that 
~M Bob never had onc, despite 
distinguished service during the 
Scoond World War whech won him 
1 Distinguished Service Mcdal and 
Har as well as other decorations 
He pouned the Royal Marines in 
February 1939 at Deal, when he 
was aged | 7, and after sea and gun 
ncrv training at (Chatham was soon 


to find the country at war 

From then until July 4, 1945, 
when he returned home safely to 
Falmouth in the LOGS, he served 
in all the wartime hotspots, from 
Norway to Crete, the Atlantic and 
into the Mediterrancan, taking 
Part in opcrations [00 numecrous to 
mention 

A survivor of HMS Calcutta, he 
also served in HMS Shropshire 
before joining LOGS 

He was discharged in February 
1957 


Sparkling occasion 
for diamond couple 


OLDHAM branch members have 
celebrated the Diamond Wedding 
of two.of their shipmates, Joan and 
Stan Overy 

Ihey both joined the Royal 
Savy in the 194k, with Stan ser 
Ficel minesweepers in 
Normandy and also in the Rover 
mvettc HMS [weed 
scrved with HMS Beaver 


ing mn 


loan 
laf riety 


I he couple marnica in 


(leethorpes in 1940, and family 
members put on a party to remem 
ber — a wonderful! bufict, free bar 
and disco 

Oldham branch presented Stan 
with a botth: of rum and Joan with 
a bouquet of flowers 

Members also presented the 
couple with individual gifts 

Joan and Stan then went on to 
prove thal they can still shake a 
mean icg' 


Politician 
beco 








esident 


Royal Navy during World War II 
and represented his Taunton con 
Stituency in Somerset for a record 
3] years until he retired in 1987 

In addition to his Parliamentary 
career, he beld a number of high 
profile — m the busi 
ness world, including that of the 
chairman of the Lonrho Group 

Now living in the Paphos region 
of Cyprus and enjoying his retire 
ment, S/M du Cann was welcomed 
to the branch by chairman, Lit Car 
Nobby Hall, and introduced to 
around /0 of the island's members 
at a pre-Christmas branch lunch at 
the Episkopi Village Inn 


Whitby 
e)eclalers 





THE TRE ASU RER 
branch has reported that because 
of falling numbers the branch has 
ceased to cxust 

S/M Philip Waite 
because of ililncss and deaths 
amongst the membership, atten- 
dance at meetings had dropped to 
as low as three On some occasions 

As a result, the branch ceased to 
exist since November 4) 

The standard was laid up two 
days beforchand at a ceremony in 
the parish church of St Mary's, 
which stands on the cliff-top adja- 
cent to the famous abbey. 


Memorial 
erected to 
shipmates 


THANKS to members. of 
Dartmouth branch, a granite 
memorial has been erected in 
Royal Avenue Gardens on the 
North Embankment 

The memorial is inscribed ‘In 
lasting memory of all Shipmates 
who have crossed the bar’, and 
bears the Association's crest 

The memorial, dedicated by the 
Revd Simon Wright, was unveiled 
by Commodore Tony Johnstone 
Burt, Commanding Officer of 
BRNC Dartmouth 

Shipmates turned out in 
strength for the ceremony, as did 
relatives of the deceased members 
of the Association 


said thal 
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Soapy pays tribute 
to Far East victims 


ON A visit to their daughter in 
Bangkok, 5/M Soapy Watson, 
Area 4 Public Relations 
Officer, and his wife Anne were 
invited by the British 
Ambassador to take part in a 
Remembrance service in the 
Embassy grounds. 

The couple, whose daughter 
lives in Thailand, had taken two 
poppy wreaths to Bangkok 
with them, from No 4 Area 
south West Flotilla and from 
the Bristol branch of the Burma 


Star Association, and two 
poppy crosses from the same 
groups. 


The wreaths were laid at the 
war memorial in the Embassy 
grounds, and the day after the 
Remembrance service the 
wreath from the Burma Star 
veterans was taken on to 
Kanchanburi war cemetery and 
laid at the war memorial there. 

The poppy crosses were left 
im the Jeath War Museum ir 
Kanchanburi. 
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Marie mourned 


THE many fricnds of 8/M Dennis 
Judge, capecially of No 1 Area 


and the Battersea branch. whe: 
ne was the Public Relations 
(iNircer, will be saddened to hea 
of the death of his wife Mari 
stalwart supporter of her hushan 
i Leia lon 
Mane dicd on Boxing Vay wh 
ls We 


Safe standard 
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Hanworth 
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of Whitby 








WORLD WAR II CRUISERS 


Replica models hand cast in metal, hand painted and mounted on a wooden plinth with 


brass name plate and hand made gift box. Models are approximately 9” long. 


HMA Black Prince, Spartan, Bellona, Royalist, Diadem, Dido ee . Narad, Eurvalus 
Hermione, Sirius, ( leopatra, Argonaut Phoche, Bona xdis. Scvila. 


HMS Ajax, Leander, Orion, Neprune, Oxon, Achilles, Galatea, Selec Penelope, Aurora 


eS hey, ¥. 
Lbs saat "$65.00 \| 
; oat! Inc of P&P 
UK Only 
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lo order your model, send your name, address and daytime telephone number 
along with your cheque or credit card details (visa/mastercard) to 
Angela Bowler, SKYTREX LTD, Park House, 25 Park Road, Loughborough, Leicestershire. LE 11 2ED 
Tel: 01509 233298 Fax: 01509 210336 
Email: abowler@skytrex.com $= Web: www.skytrex.com 
Please allow up to 28 days for delivery 


PHONE FOR OUR FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 


Shop Online Shop Online - 
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A: Ships Wheel 
Wall Clock 


This piece is made from sold walnut wood which 
grves “ o rich Geep lustre. Bold romen numerals on 
the chal grve the impression of age. in a study of 
over a five place ft conjures up images of the past 
A beautiful piece 
























Battery operated 70 inches in charneter 
(Battenes not inctuded) 


£24.95 me pop WE 
£279.43 inc pp Europe 
£35.01 mc plep Oven 


B: Wall Clock 


Lowely edition to anyone's kitchen Made frorm 
wood with an authentic ‘aged anchor pecture 
Aelaide Quarts movement 


Battery operated. Jicrm on cuarnveter 

(Battenes not mchcted) 
£11.99 inc p&p UK 
£13.11 inc pap Europe 

£15.61 inc pap OSes 





To order simply phone 023 9282 6040 — or write to: 
The Business Manager, Navy News, Portsmouth PO1 3HH 
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ihr LAST of a class of ship born Ihe class soon made their pres Ihese durable ships were often to lend « hand in cases of failed 
i the Icelandic “Cod Wars of ence known hersey detained a quickly on the scene @ major inci cngines in one case, in 1991, 
) years ago were due to be hand Russian fishing vessel during het dents, breaking off from patrols to HMS Angiescy took a Peterhcad 
ver to (hel new Owners short first patrol and over the years help with the rescue operation of fishing vesse! in tow after she bost 
iter K wis Wenl to press nundreds of vessels flouting the to co-ordinate emereency scrvices all power in seas which the 
HMS 1 in re and HMS law have been caught bv these Anglesey was one of the first ves (ommandme Officer described as 
(rucmnscy wer “the sole Survivors | ,000-ton ships and handed over to scis on the scene during the disas the Diggest he had ever seen, with 
the Koval Navy of the seven the authorities trous Fastnct Race in August 1979 waves lowering up to (4NT 
ISIANC-CLASs SHINS, and are soon (to :, = ' when the race “t of Wii wes hit giese marty . he 
four of tl hei r sisters in service The fishing community's ae Sm rdhosge tee anh skied 7 tl pr vg ey ee 
with the — adeshi Navy view of the Islands was and wrecked dorens of boats — “opt f a a - : : d ; m i ? ; 
Ihe confrontations between Gemonstrated when on a rhe eb we i HMMS waco ayes oo tte ae torgy opener aie 
British oe leclandic ships in the veaee to Vigo for the Worid [ indisf eat th .{ "7 hi + brs re agp ta Grifting through surt 
; il | Fishing Exhibition, HMS IMnUiMaAMe Was Ihe TIPS warsnip ti towards rocks off Plymouth in bad 


ily 19Y/Us incicated that the use 
Ingates in such situatons was 
from weal 

best sMuLON seemed to he a 

of ship designed in the style of 
easels which pled their trade 

that inhospitable region 


neip search for survivors and 
retrieve Hodes from the water 
when the Norwegian Aleksander 


weather, then her firefighters 

hosting a reception on helped suppress a fire on board the 

board for all those present Wisllend oil 1 mr merchantman Roschank iff 

Citar © . Lapa 

who had been arrested by For he: 2 th eration Sunderland, and finally she picked 

: 1 i MT fh tiie ¢ Fahy 
i oO sh 
ships of the Fishery Lindisfarne won the thanks of the 
Protection Squadron. 


people of Slavanger, a centre of 


Guernsey announced it was 


i 


up crewmen of a sinking freighter 
inthe Western Approaches 











in-goimng trawlers Despite misgivings in some the oul industry in Norway The only Island-class ship not to 
And so HMS Jersey was quarters, the party was well In 1984 HMS Orkney recovered J! the Bangladeshis was HMS —_— - 
aunched by Princess Anne at the attended and a greal success — a many of the bodies from the Orkney, which was bought by the @® HMS Orkney pictured in 1992. The Isiland-class owe their exis- 
ud) of Hall Kussell in Aberdeen in tribute to island-class diplomacy freighter Radiant Med after the Irmidad and lobago Coastguard tence to the need for patrol vessels - a need made apparent by 
i976, entering service with the Other roles undertaken by the ship sank off Guernsey with the and renamed Nelson incidents such as that pictured below 
Hoval Navy's Fishery Protection ships included search and rescue, loss of 17 lives, but later that vear . —_ 
Squadron counter-drugs operations, and on there was a happier outcome when 


(ver the next three vears Jcrecy onc occassion HMS Shetland acted HMS Jersey went to the aid of 
was poIned Hy sesters Cruerscy a8 a temporary Koval Yacht after French transat lanti vachtswoman 


Orkocy, Shetland, Lindisfarne Prince Charles’ helicopter was Moniguec Hrand after her boal wa: 
1, rnc and Angicscy al grounded by fog during a roval visit lamaereca in ae weather 
lalter Bnteh wlands to the Scilly Isles The ships were often called on 














® HMS Guernsey sails into Portsmouth trailing her paying-off pennant, marking the end the 
Island-class patrol ships’ service in Royal Navy 
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For a free 30 minute 
initial diagnostic 
interview with 
Lawyers experienced 
in the Armed Forces 
who speak your 
language 






® HMS Shetland dressed over- 
all, Shetland is one of four of 
PROMPT PERSONAL LOANS iepisdies etree Menataaet 
£500 - £5000 arranged for Navy Navy. She transferred from the 
News readers. Long established RN to the Bangladeshis in July 
ie company Nationwide service 2002 and is now officially a 


Written quotation Richmond coasta/ patrol craft, under the 
Don’t Vaste N ney Investments Limited new name Kapatakhaya 
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medal for 
swift action 
THE selfless actions of Roval 
Marine Darren Swift on the 
treacherous upper slopes of 
the world’s highest mountain 
have becn rewarded 

L/Cpl Swilt was part of a com- 
hined RN-RM tcam scaling 
Mount Everest im the ‘SOth 
innrversary of the first sucocsful 
mcr nl 

Hic and tcammatcs were in a 

ccond batch of mountaimcers 
ihout to make thew aticmpt al the 
summit, following the success of 
WC) Dave Pearce in Mav last vear 

But the attempt was abandoncd 
in favour of heiping two sitncken 
climbers 

Mancunian Conan Harrod 
broke hes leg at 3M) metres and 
was helped down the mountam 
initially by Australian Peter 
Madew — who m turn developed 
frostbite and snow-blindnecss 

It was left to L/Cpl Seilt to ect 
Mr Madcw down Everest to basc 
camp so he could be taken to hos- 
pital for treatment 

His actions carned him a Silver 
Medal from the Royal Humane 
Socecety, which be recerved from 
Princess Alexandra at 
Buckingham Palace last month 

“It was like baby-sitting for a Of 
tall clumsy baby,” said the green 
beret based with UK Land Forces 
CSC) at Stonchouse 

“The Australian guy was in a 
bad way. He was exhausted, suffcr- 
ing from frostbite. He couldn’! do 
the simplest of tasks like using 
crampons 

“It takes a lot out of you but you 
shouldn't worry aboul your own 
problems when if comes to saving 
a guy s life.” 

Both cmilian clumbers recovered 
from thew ordeal thanks to one of 
the world’s highest mountain res- 
CuCcs 

“I've not seen him since,” said 
Darren. “But he c-mailed the 
expedition website to thank us 
which was nice of him.” 


Desert tour 
proves good 
Oman for 
HMS Kent 


HMS Kents heads of department 
took the heat off smuggicrs to 
sample the heat of the desert 
before the frigate turned for home 
from the Gulf 

During a break from opera- 
tions, the Portsmouth frigate put 
into Muscat in Oman 

Marine engineer officer Ned 
Kelly. logistics officer Stuart 
Lawrence, weapons engineer offh- 
eer Tim Currass, operations offi 
cer Mike Jones Thompson and 
executive officer Oli Hutchinson, 
managed to leave the troubles of 
running a Type 23 frigate behind 
to explore the Ghubrah Bowl — an 
extinct volcanic crater 10) miles 
OT 

The crater was the first stop on 
a 4x4 trek through some of least 
visited spots in the sultanate 

The offroader rocked along a 
dry river bed known as the Wadi 
Mistal then climbed the crater wall 
to reach a hill-side village called 
Wakan 

“We settled down around a 
campfire with some well-cooked 
steaks, and enjoyed the absolute 
xeace and quict of our rocky perch 
xefore getting our heads down 
under a bright, starry sky,” said 
Ned 

The night also brought some 
surprises — not least scorpions and 
cuaces hiding under every rock. 

Come daylight, the officers 
trekked up the mountainside on 
foot, through the village and 
ncighbourmng hanging gardens 

“The locals were as interested 
in their unexpected visitors as we 
were in them — it's regretful we 
couldn't spend the day in the vil- 
lagc,” Ned added 

“All too soon we found our- 
sclves back at the ship and life as 
normal.” 













Green berets go 
California jumpin 


te; p/ 








of California. 


A tearm of Royal Marines from the Commando Logistics 
Regiment in Devon decided there was no better wind-down 
after operations in iraq than skydiving in the west coast sun- 


shine of the USA. 


A Ten-strong team brushed up on their technique at the 
Joint Services Parachute Centre in Netheravon before head- 
ing west for two weeks of non-stop jumping in Exercise First 


Tumble. 


The commandos raced through parachuting qualifications 
at Lake Elsinore, not far from San Diego, 
craft to the cries of “It will change your life, dude 
American cousins. 

C/Sgt Steve ‘Sharky’ Ward said beyond the standard leaps | 

managed to unfurl the corps 
, and the whole team doffed clothes for a naked jump. 
most moving experience, however, was a leap as the 


and free falls, the commandos 


sun went down. 


awesome sunset over the valleys - and 


the day was greeted with lads w 


for you to swoop and grab a can as you 
The hospital of Coronado Naval Air 
the chance to sample the delights of San it 

15 minutes away, or chill out away from the cold and wet of | 


their usual home in Chivenor. 


“Temperatures reguilarty hit the 90s - the Ww 
on een naal Ut basteas the ecu fer anaes sera 


athering area 
or the daily — 
debriefs,” the | 
senior NCO 
added. 
"Most 
evenings we 
would barbecue 
to the max and 


frequent — a 
trendy nightspot 
called the 
Hideaway.” 


The team 
reluctantiy 
returned to 
Devon with a | 


strin of new ane ian 
qualifications Gown safely on the Californian turf 
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GREEN berets are used to making the odd tumbie... | 
..but possibly not at several thousand feet over the valleys 





The commandos are already planning a return later this 
year. 


ADVENTURER and green 
beret Dom Mec has returned 
historic artefacts from the 
Victory to their nghtful place in 
the UK. 

Not Nelson's flagship, but the besser 
known vessc! uscd by I191h century 
Arctic explorer Sur John Ross 

Victory was lost in a doomed cxped 
tion to find the fabled North-west 
Passage in 1531 

The boat was stripped by Ross and 
hus crew of useful items before she dis 
— beneath the icc 

ore than |/0 years on Dom, a 
Royal Marines Reservist, retraced the 
route — and recerved some of the sal 
vaged artefacts from Inuit scttiers 

Ross’ herows have largcly been 
ignored by popular history, but his four- 
year battle with the ice is as dramatic as 
any in polar exploration. 

“His exploits are equal to those of 
Shackicton and Scott and should never 
be forgotten,” the 
green beret said. 

His OOO-muile 
journcy in a I7ft 
collapsible kayak 


took him across 


northern Canada 
and the Arctic, 
kayaking and at 
tumes carrying the 
boat and supplics, 
despite suffering 
from four broken 
nibs — the result of 
a musk ox attack. 

The oes were 
only one of 




























the icy wastes of 
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A taste of Victory 
for iceman Do 


a Fn 











Nature's threats, alongside polar bears, 
walruscs, pack ic, and the unforgiving 
polar landscape and weather. Al onc 
point, the commando was trapped in 
the sce for three days 

Ihe area makes Dartmoor look like 
a stroll on Hyde Park,” sand Dom, now 
back in Blighty 

‘Kayaking through pack icc, sur 
rounded by polar bears with four bro 
ken nbs ss about as cxtreme as [ would 
like to be.” 

Setting off from King William Island 
he retraced Ross’ route, cventually 
reaching the Inuit settlement of 
Tabyoak. 

The indigenous population prescnt- 
ed the gutsy adventurer with relics from 
the Victory, notably remnants of her 
sicam cnginc 

The items were put on display in 
London at the International Boat Show 
before they are returned to the Nanavut 
government in Canada as ‘national 
ircasures . 

He reached the magnetic North Pole 

a feat rarely achieved — but the build- 
up of ice prevented him from progrcss- 
ing much further. 

Dom and a colleaguc came within a 
whisker of becoming the first people to 
row the Pacific m the summer of 2001, 
before their boat was run down by a 
merchantman. 

The Arctic trip was a precursor to 
Dom's greatest adventure — the first 
attempt to sail singlchandedly around 
the world non-stop via the two polar 
regions. The Quest, as he calls it, is duc 
to take place later thes year 

More information on his adventures 
can be found at www.dommee.co.uk 
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Bruno Bear 


Ail 16° tall, he wears a jumper 
with the Royal Navy Ensign 
embroidered on the front in 
either Navy Blue or Cream. 


Gift tube £2.00. 
£24.95) inc p&p UK 
£27.95 inc p&ip O/S 

Rufus Bear 


Fully jointed, at 14” tall he 
comes wearing either a Cream 
or Navy Blue jumper with the 
Royal Navy Ensign 
embroidered on the front. 


Gift tube £2.00. 
£23.95 inc p&p UK 
£26.955 inc p&p oS 

Monty Bear 


Filled with beans and 
measuring 16. He wears a 
jumper in either Cream or 
Navy Blue with the Royal 
Navy Ensign embroidered on 
the front. 


Gift tube £2.00. 
£24.95 inc p&p UK 


£27.95 inc p&p O/S 
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It’s chime for 


arine — for 






Reservists’ deeds 





Changes on 
Merseyside 


THE chimes are wounding it 
| rvermxy-bascd rescr unit FMS 


| | 7 
| kt after vl was orcscnicd wi 


Le mci in tame tor cet 
cna com ncaa. 

ihe KNEE Pee whic 
Thi nih wes Torin ‘= | | 









remembered 








is [(0hh birthday in as Oil 
lo mark the oocaspon, local bell CON] ‘ad ihe Navy "' last liv 


making firm Utley Offshore ing links with the Grand | a 
whech has been casting bells since j = 





Fleet was treated to a 100th “ee 


I (juecn Wectona pre 


nted a new ship's bell for Eaglet birthday celebration at the 

Ihe unit's youngest rating, new spiritual home of the Green Enterprise proved to be Mr @ Former Bandsman Stephen 
niry Lowre Moore, rang the tra Berets Huichers final nip re wis Butcher celebrates reaching 
htional cight bells to sound the Former bandsman Stephen demobhed upon the wa in 100 with a card from the 
hell for the first tune Butcher ioined the Roval Marines ea Queen and (below) as a young 

Fagict’s team has also been Rand at the aec of iust 13 when the His lath birthday was marked musician, Mr Butcher (bottom 
cwarded for its ciforts dunneg RN was locked in a mortal strue with a party at ine RM Muse LULL left) with fellow bandsmen at 
ypcrations in iraq 12 months ago gic with the Karers Navy bastn y—in 1903, the birthplace of Deal 80 years ago. 

Thirty personne! from the KNEK For the next two and a hall ihe corps school of musK Pictures Portemouth New 
int were involved in Operation decades he served hes country in 


lelic wn the UK and Muddile East 


two work) wars and tfc micr-wal 





erving im @ string of positions peace, from the great barracks of 
from koerstics and supply to untecll Portsmouth and Deal, to mighty 
cM am pn ecus oy iria&re and ih (tic al ™ Sib ri Ls iM Barham : z : . ‘ : et ay 
nine wartan | - “ + we Glonous @ Prince Charles signs a montage of six RN and Commonwealth 
: . . ee a ha Mt VE a s 7 . , - 
Lach person motuilised recerved Mr Butcher joined up im ivil/ vessels strongly connected with the reserve forces to help raise 
) certificate of thanks, signed by when the drum mastcr turned a money for the RNVR memorial at the Naval Club = | | 
the mathon'’s mers! scnaw military blind eve to his heiwht and age bdis danas re ee 
officer, Chief of Defence Siafi imstructors soon found fault with THE deeds and Sacrilices chosen to represent Hritam, ber 
leche ral Su Michac| Walker, anal ihe cagcr young musician made hy rsacve sa hoOrs irom ms in |S) off Caupraltag¢ was the 
Declene Sena? oe ’ — ) ‘| was supl™ ec to hlow the the Commonwealth have heen worsl ag on ge jz 
{) MOS cova aw ah ughe it Mal . the cc | ’ , nerscnnc! in the 1939-1945 con 
a | | ue bugle alt my first parade,” the cen honoured bv the Prince of personne c 
Reserve unit HMS President beat icnanan recalled Wales in one of the last acts het 
cvll i vw ree compe tite i frown the “It WAS a wena dav anal just as | Pa t a th ee i ry Jim ( inate hormncr pre anche ni rh | 
: “ah i . \ ’ i a Fh] ria i u ' 
other 12 RNKR centres to take the was about to play the wind blew up - — at , Ne ¥ epee : the Alberta branch of the 
prestigious Thornycroft Trophy the skirts of three voung Wrens. |! ol the Royal Naval Reserve. ( anadian Naval C)flficers 
The trophy — a ship's mode! in a couldn't stop laughing. | had to do | ae prince a a —— ~ Association presented Prince 
glass casc —- = awarded annually to an hour's marching as punish the Naval Club formerly (MC Charles witt minting of Up 
larics With a painting « [ 
the reserve unit which maintains ment yet ensign -- a : Yoints aboard HMS Endymion in 
the highest standards of cifimency Before the Gircat War was over, ry wood | neg; as 9 New 14s. which the prince in turn pre 
mul clice 1rwt ne % the youn? bugie hea ry found hunmsc lf iv Australia malia | Ae all cw ‘ nti cl ti) th i iT hn 
With 3/70 officers and other in the veteran cruscr HMS nina “the — Ainica who Ihe heir to the throne also 
ih | ‘ =a i < | i , i ' “vou in (he VoOIMUniccr ffeserve — . ; . 
ranks on the books President, next Hyacinth, patrolling off South " us _ of their nation: signed a montage painting of all six 
ko howe! Bruige, ms onc of the Africa Veitcrans ae: th RANVR vessels. which features the signa 
largest RNE cstablnshmecnts \ ecncration later, the sailor —— ? ore —_. 
Australia, Canada and India saw tures of the Chicfs of Naval Staff 
The trophy is a reflection of all found himscl! off the coast of ! oh from the sm nations. Prints will be 
ee eee + relay role HMS the unveiling of the ae which ests bows! = s oS Sager pot 
j j | = | J Law ; | / uF 
mu only the ship s CUMTD PRIN hut } nicrpmse, csoorting USS Nevada SOSTUNES EEK SHCONG WOES mje | aan : tt | Ww Her 7 
age Wa ch . . = , $ “' hAeC 
iso the permancnt staff and our and supporting the bombardment sels with strong reserve links, one = ceeds going to the Wave FictWage 
, ets or = for cach Commonwealth qountn Irust, which maintains the RNVER 
former commanding officer.” said of German positions in the inva kK HMS | he | Chul 
" ao 4 Fl =| ‘ye ee iT ch i : i‘ 
Preeilent’s CU) Cdr Clare Hughes sion of Fortress Europ plus the UK Avenger was war memorial al the Nava u 
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E: Classic Polo Shirt 
Navy & Red 
Sizes available: 


C: Lapel Pin 
Royal Navy White Ensign 
under smooth translucent 





B enamel. Small 32/34, Medium 36, 
£1.98 58 UK; £24.95 NOW £19.96 UK 
£2.08 | EU: £25.79 NOW £20.63 EU 
£2.13 WV £" o/S £24.32 NOW 6 O/S 

B: Stick Pin XX Large 46/48 
Royal Navy White Ensign £27.95 | : W £22.36 UK 
under smooth translucent ~ : £28.79 , 3 EU 
enamel. Beautifully presented a D: Baseball Caps £26.87 O/S 
in @ presentation box. ) | Available with either Navy & White 
£3.99 NOV UK; Red or White writing. Sizes available: 
£4.49 ' PEU:; £8.50 UK Small 32/34, Medium 36, 
£4.25 40 O/S £9.02 EU: Large 38/40 X Large 42/44 
£8.33 Os Prices as above 





A: Classic Rugby Shirt 
Navy & Red 
Sizes available: 

Small 34, Medium 38 





£32.00 ) UK 
£32.88 | EU 
£31.06 O/S 
XX Large 46/48 
£36.00 WN BO UK 
£36.88 : EU 
£34.46 ors F: Suede Peak Baseball! Caps 
Navy & White Royal Navy embroidered Ensign 
Sizes available: on the front with the Royal Navy 
Small 34, Medium 38, on the back 
X Large 42/44, £9.99 UK; 
Xx Large 46/48 £10.51 EU; 
Prices as above £9.60 O/S 





Please Note 
pay Orices rh. p&p 


To order simply pnone 073 SJB) 6040 or write to 
The Business eo Navy News, Portsmouth PO1 3HH 
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Surve 
ship Is 
off to 
the Gulf 


HMMS ECHO. one of the Koval 
Navy s two new multi-rolc survey 
vosscls, has sailed for the Crulf on 
her first deployment 

Phe ship will initially operatic 
off the South Coast of England 
for final preparations before 
heading to the Middle F.ast 
where she will gather hvdrograph 
< data as part of the United 
Kingdom's continued support to 
ihe romeo 

lhe arca has oot becn sur 
veved to maxicrn standards for 
many voars and HMS Echo will 
comtinuwc the work that HiMS 
Kocbuck began during her 
deployment last year to update 
admiralty charts to ensure the 
wic nawieatlon of the waters for 
hoth cil and military uscrs 

HiMS Echo has a ship's compa 





ny of 72 and operaics a crew rota 
loon sweicm wherchy 45 members 
iM the crew arc on board al any 
me tome while the remainder ar 
on lcave or undcreoing traming 
heck m the UA 

Phes allows the ship to be avail 
ible for operations for 34 days 
per ycar, averaged over © years 

Phe shop es not scheduled to 
rciunn to Rescue! until next 
War : 

Commander Martin Jones, 
Commanding Officer of HMS 
Iicho, sasd: “hollowing the build 
Ing PrOACCss, tnials and raining, il 
6 tremendous to be deploying to 
prove our worth and conduct 
samc Vilal military dala gather 
Til 


Allies gather 
for exercises 


A TOTAL of 1S ships from a num 
ber of natons, including Spa, 
France and the Netherlands, have 
heen engaged im routine cxercrses 
off the South Coast of England 

KN frigates 11M ships Cornwall, 
Marlborough and tron Duke and 
destroyer HMS Liverpool have 
heocn taking part in the au-defcnce 
and anti-submarine cxcrcises, 
along with minchunters HMS 
Sandown and HMS Shorcham 

Forcign warships have been 
using Devonport as them base for 
the cucrcisc 





SAY hello to the LO) 
February | the Supply Branch 
will be known as the Logistics 
Branch, bringing the Logrstics 
Officer (LO) into being 

Ihc move, announced by 
Scoond Seca Lord Vice Admiral 
James Burncll-Nugent, part of 
the Navy Board's Personnc! 
(hangc Programme, which sccks 
lo masmesc ciiccncy 

(Onc of the rcoommendations in 
last vears ( ommander-in-(C hic! 
Ficet sponsored study into the 
competences required for the Navy 
of the futurc was the need to 
rename the RN Supply Branch to 
reficci its role, and the name 
switch has now becn confirmed 

Ihe offeoal Jownt Service defin 
non of ‘logrtics output outlines 
hogrstecs as the process of planning, 
implementing and’ controlling the 
cffimocnt flow and storagc of mate 
nal, scrvices and information 

“Services m this casc covers all 
administratpon scrviccs 
financial, legal, secretarial and 
pcrscomnnec! 

At rating level, the Branch 
cmbraces (€( hels/Catcrers, Storcs 
Accountants Stewards and 
Writcrs, and will continuc to deln 
cr the corc functhons thal form the 
broad basis of the new Logistic 
Hranch 

There are no plans to change 
any ratc tithes or badegcs assocmated 
with these specialisations 

Officers in the Branch are 
broadhy-hbascd hoersticians, cover 
ung all aspects of operational logr 





from 


such as 


Lia ood id ena (Coc m tte flnat anc 
move responsibilitics of the 
Engineering Branch), as well as 
personne! admunetration 

Ihe term ‘Supply, although 
having a long and proud tradition 
within the Koyal Navy, has little 
relevance outside the Service and 
6 not well-understood in the Jot 
or MOD ecwvilian environment, lect 
alone by the incrcasing number of 
external civilian organisations with 
whom the Navy now works closcly 

Ihe change to ‘Logistics’ 
reflects reality and a change of 
emphasis, rather than directjon, 
matching more effectrvcly the tasks 
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@ Members of the various trades and skills of the Logistics Branch 
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Supply Branch name 
ge reflects role 





demonstrate their loyalty to the new banner on the flight deck of HMS Ocean in Devonport 


now routinely undertaken by off 
cers and ratings within the Branch 
and the areas of expertise in which 
they will continuc to deve lop 
Development of the Future 
Navy calls for greater cmphass on 
logics and sustainability through 
: | lak 1 | 
| N Vat Pe 


HMMS NELSON has a ocw name to 
reflect the regcocration of the 
Queen Strect site and its impor 
tance to the Navy 

Ihe site has been undergomeg 
major building work since it was 
mcorporated into the Naval Base 
at the turn of the century, and as of 
February 2 will be known as the 
Nelson Personne! Centre (NPC), 


to reflect the wide range of services 


provided at the personne! hub of 
the E-asicrn arcas 

The former HMS' Nelson 
(Queen Strect Soc) has seen dra. 
matic changes to its skylinc, with 
the demolitvon of tower blocks and 


® Second Sea Lord Vice Admiral James Burneli-Nugent officially opens the new Chaplaincy at HMS 


Drake in Plymouth 


Sore | AP!) Abi ire 


Offices turned upside down 


\ REFURBISHMENT of the Chaplaincy (centre al 


PiMS Drake has k 
—_— 


I cr whl was chmwrmsi ars 


ns UD Ss now chew 

i Hhock has been the how 
tbe (haplaincy tcam sence the 
a i imc was coOnsHMicrcd | 


he (Chaplains of the the 


i] groupings camec toegcthecr under 


Since then very lithe had chang 


at the time of the last mapor 


dito the ae c being turned upsiche 


mn now upstairs and whal 


Chaplamncy team decided they oceded to make beticr 
usc Of the space available to create a frendly, demili 


lnecd coironmen! 


oO ck thes the downstairs 


iMfeces have been nmunwed 


upstairs and in ther place there ms now a larec open 


ISS wher wiih a “parnsh 


re-dcooration, the irc 


mf the Drake/Nava welooming and comfortabic reocpton arca toecthecr 


Cline riety 


quit adeca Work staricd the proy n January “U0G and th 
cmc building os now ready for usc with Scoond Seca Lord 
ron Vice Admiral James Burncl!l!-Nuecnt, doug the hon 
I structurally, but ours by cutting the nbbon to formally reopen the cen 


micgraton between the three 
Services and industry 

Scmor Navy officers belicve that 
changing the name of the Supply 
Hranch reflects the critical role 
that operatbonal logistics assumes 
within Defence actmitics, and 


the comstruction of fowr sangle liv 
ing acoommodation (SLA) bbhocks 
for junkor ratcs — Propect mma 

Ihe four blocks provide 50) sin 
gle cn-suiic cabins, and the furs 
two blocks have already becn occu 
pred, with the rest followme in the 
coming weeks. 

Other accommodation blocks 
are dwe for rcefurbeshmecnt, whilc 
some buildings will be demolished 
later thes year 

Phe NPC ss also the home of the 


Regoonal Kehahulitateon L) mat 
(RR) Portsmouth a primary 
care centre to co-ordinate the chim 


cal management of paticnis with 
more significant musculo-skelictal 
IN;UTICS. 

The Divisonal care and support 
to Servicemen and women on 
board ships or in establishments 
will continue as before, but will 
now be delivered by Theseus 
Drvissomn 

PSL. became responsible for 
lachtics management within the 


HMS Cri 


A QUIET atretch of woodland by 
the Hamble River in Hampshire 
was the ssc of something akin to a 
amall town duning Work! War I] 

Ihe arca, in Manor Farm 
Country Park, was the site of HMS 
( ncket — a Combined Opcrations 
and landing craft base for the 
Allied push into Europ< 

(nickel had its own roads, sci 
cncma, medical ftaciitres 
2AmMMUnoOn Compounds and othet 
infrastructure neccessary lo support 
more (han 4,108) Scrvice personne! 

And although Inthe cwrdcnce 
remains — scvcral docking bays arc 
still veable and the old Cardroom 
can still be secn — plans for a per 





VYhROCS 


manent remiundcr of the base are 
comine to trun 

Veitcrans who veuted then old 
stamping ground itcn years ago 


can has been 
croecited m Somtiand whech recone 
es the service of Flect Aw Arm pet 
sonnc! as well as (thew comrades at 
RAF Peterhead from |44)]-45 

fhe cairn. of Abcrdccn 
vramic wih a black marble 
hears the crest of the RAF. an RAI 
mits wings and ithe win 
Fleet Air Arm pilot 
research which revealed thal al 
lcast four RN squadrons were 


rer 


ia 


rib hd ee 
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part of the overall change pro 
gramme that has alrcady witncsscd 
significant advances in tramong and 
employment which will cquip the 
Hranch and its members for the 
Royal Navy's necds m the next 
decade and beyond 


—, 


NPC since las! Aueuws!. and the 
RSL. Customer Services Centre s 
through a telephone 
menu on 9380 20120, choosing | as 
the first option 

In addition to the changes, cxrst 
ing services arc stil) available and 
continue to develop, including sup 
port facilities such as medical, den- 
tal, UPO, stores, NPFS (including 
the new tri-Service legal advice 
eentre on 023 9266 0261), the 
Chaplaincy, Base Education 
Centre, gymnasium (with its ocw 
cardho-vascular sustc), DHE, NPM 
and the Victory Club. 

Maj Richard Tyrrell RM, First 
Licutenant, said: “Ihe NPC is 
there to support mdnmiduals and 
ship's companies as a whole 

“Exccutrve Officers, Fxccutive 
Warrant Officers and Divisional 
Offvcers showld all make them 
sclves familar with the support 
whch the NPC can offer, ey “cm 
cnsurc thew tcams make best usc 
of thes bocal centre of cucellence.~ 


available 


Ket pitch 


cxapressed a strong desire to sce a 
mcmona!l to lost comrades and a 
rood of thew scrvecc, and the 
baton was taken up by a group of 
local nesadcnts 

Now a memornal wm to lx 
unveiled bw Countess Mounthaticn 
mM Burma on Jun with a lunch 
reception for mvitecd gucsts 
mcudne a number of vetcranms 

(lreaniscrs wreh to hear from 
Any ¥CIcrans. i 
who decd at [D-Day of subscgucni 


rciatlives La a 


ac Te 


(ontact Hoh and Kosemarnr 
Nimmo at If), Oatlands Closc 
Hotley, Southampton SOS! JD 


(01489 72521) as soon as possabie 

Ihev woukd also like to hears 
from anyvonc with romimecences 
pcTuUres i documents lo form pear 
of a permanent exhibition 





hased there — 583, 834 and KS6 in 
1947 and 899 in 1944 
Ihe uwnvewing ceremony was the 
culmunation of a vear s heard work 
my members of the Longesick 
branch of the Kowal Knteh Loews 
tland ) 
Lurin th 


8nary ih mic! 


crcemony MC) 
winchma 
SAK al Prestwick | 
ith on behalf of the 


iri Lanne 
AW. land & We 
Flect Aw Arm 


ec Magazine at Pricddy’s Hard 








host 
walks are 
popular 


REPORTED sightings of ghosts 
and stories of gory deaths al the 
former armamecnis dcpot of 
Priddy Hard have becn 
researched by staff at /E-xplosson! 
the Muscum of Naval Firepower 

Ihe wrvestigations were unaber 
taken to prepare ior @ scrcs of 
ghost walks al the Grosport muse 
um site — and the idea has proved 
‘“) porpular that the January and 
Prebruary walks sold oul by the cond 
of last year 

A trawl through the records has 
uncovered a dorcn bloody dcaths 





al the hestormc buildings, whoech 
daic beck to the [Sih and Ith 
conturcs 


Research Assstant lan Proctor 
saat: “| have bocn amarcd by the 
desturbing tales of death and dis 
casc that have hi: “ned over the 
ceonturnes bere at Prddy's Hard 

“The untemely deaths have hap- 
pened as a resull of accehicnial 
cxplowions, and in one casc an 
‘unnatural’ gust of wind, 
rumoured to be the cvil sperit of a 
comvict labourer who died in the 
Same span 

“Siehtings of many of the unfor 
tunatce sowls have been rumourcd 
by formecr workers of the Koval 
Navy Armaments Depot.’ 

[hese inclhudc a bhloodstain 
appcaring on the wall of a room 
over the site of one fatal cxplosson 

(Mher wolent deaths mchuded 
four men who died m 192) when 
detonators went up in a fireball 

More (shost Walks al 
Explowon! are planned for the 
autumn. kor more informathon, 
telephone (25 9250 5600 or see 
the www.explosion._org. uk 


Wrens flock 
to Pompey 


WRENS are planning major cele- 
brabons in Portsmouth next year 
as both the Assomatbon of Wrens 
and the local branch mark sipnifi 
Gin aAnniwersarcs 

Ihe Portsmouth branch will 
hold a Jubilee Birthday party on 
the weekend of Fnday Scptembecr 
9 SUS, to mark the Oth anniver 
sary of the formatson of the obdecsi 
branch on the Associalon 

And as JIN also sees the 
Associaton istsclf celebrate &5 
YCars, a COMMcmoralive scrvice 
planned for the atys Anglican 
cathedral on September 10 

(Mher cvents mecludc a socal 
ecit-toecthcr, a formal dinner and 
a programme of gusnded tours 

For more information on the 
weekend's cvcnts, plus an accom 
moadathon packagc 
s_clal proerammec, contact Mar 
Britian at 44 Higherove Koad 
(opnor, Portamouth POS OPK. om 
al Buikime 29. HMS Exoclicni 
Whale Island, Portsmouth PO). 
SEK. coclosing an SAI 

Marvy sand anvonc comadcrineg 
pining the party 
accommodation should 
mcr soon. 2s a number of other 
mayor cvents arc taking place im 
Portsmouth wu 2006, not least ocle 
brathons for the S00hh anniversary 
mM the Battle of Trafalgar 


Model event 


4 SCALE model of the first pow 
cred aircraft will be one of the main 
attractions af the Fiect Am Arm 


comis Tie 


who necds 


Croniact 


Muscum cyuhth annual Moc! 
Show on Sunday kebruary |4 

Morc than 100) <tancs wil 
wedc cvcrvihing necdcd lor mink 
wikding as well as grving th 
un »make their puch 


nihusuasts and beginners alik 
| Ui ac will ie) ie” VAY 
to the Yoowlton muscum al nor 


mal admmson proces 
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Death rate of 
Gulf veterans 
lower than 

non-veterans 


VETERANS of the first Crulf War 
have a hower death raic than thew 
forces colleagucs who did not go 
to the Middle E-.ast 

Sialistics cxperts al Whitchall 
have pored over information of 
more than 53,000 men and womecn 
who served in the [ALY] cam 
paige am!) a samilar number of 
ownrcdes who slaved behind 

lew found 642 Crulf veterans 
had ched since the war compared 
wih 6445 non veicrans of the war 
ind there were boss descasc-reclaicad 
deaths among the Kuwail cam 
pee Swiss 

Many survivors of the [a9] 
campaign claim they suffer from 
Ciulf War ‘syndrome’ which has 
crippled thei health SInOC 

Ihe study by the Defence 
Analytical Services Agcncy found 
113 Crulf veterans had taken ther 
own lives compared with 108 in 
the personne! who served cise 
where 

Road deaths were also higher 
among Gulf vetcrans 124 men 
and women have bost thei les on 
acodents compared to 101 pooptc 
who did not go to the desert 

115 Crulf veterans have been 
killed by cancer, 130 in the com 
parison growp fell victim to the crs- 
-— i = 

“The release of the statmtics 
underlines the MOD's commit 
ment to mvestigate Gulf War ill- 
nesecs Openly and honestly,” sas 
Veterans’ Minester lwor Caplin 

Phe full report can be found on 
the interne! al www. dasa. mod_uk 


Personalities 
sign up here 


NAVAL personalities arc needed 
to sec if psycholopssts arc spot on 
or talking mumbo-yumbo with 
their theones about life. 

The BBC is looking for RN per 
sonnc! — cvilian and military — to 
take part in a TV show which will 
put the ideas of psychological 
cxperts to the test 

The Bech wants to sec if the 
experts’ theories about personality 
types match real people or not. 

It needs «a 100-strong audience 
from a cross section of society, and 
wants some RN personne! to take 
part 

Applicants who fecl they might 
be suitable — no °c in the final 
100) ‘guimea pigs on the show o 
guaranteed — will have to fill m a 
personality questionnaire as well 
as an "pocorn form. 

Details are available from Kate 
Padfvcld in Building, 
Portsmouth, 9380 
JI116 


in memory 
of Jonny 


FRIENDS and colleagues of 
junor rating Jonny Martin are 
mvited to gather at HMS 
Collingwood this month to cele 
brate hes life 

A memoral scrvicc for the 
OM(C) will be held at the 
Farcham establishment's St 
Croorgee’s Church on February | 
al 4pm 

Details from Suc Eddiford on 
01923 S380835 









Victory 
on military 








Homeless 
centre help 





A PORTSMOUTH -based charity 
which provides belp and support 
to homeless people im the south 
Hampshire arca — many of them 
ex-service personnel s looking 
for help from the public to contin- 
uc 11S SCrVvice 

Central Poimt, based in 
Kingston Road, provides a daily 
drop-in service for homeless pco- 
ple, offers advice, clothes, laundry 
facilities and hot food 

It nceds Clothes and toilctnes m 
“articular. Ddctau’s from (cotral 
‘Ant on 023 9229 K7PY1 of at 22-24 
Kingston Koad, Portsmouth 


rewell, Geordie 


@ Veteran 


HMS Newcastle sails past Portsmouth's 


destroyer 
famous Round Tower at the beginning of an anti-terror patrol 
in the Mediterranean, waved off by loved ones. See page 2 
Prcture A( Pho!) Yar Yarn Reynoids 


the ship's encrusted badge taken from the wreck site 


There'll be Lynxes over 


‘the white cliffs of Dover... 


A ROYAL Navy helicopter 


investigations of the Lynx 
radar and fire control sys- 
tems, and throughout the tri- 


[Se ee 


w Giteidls eoendened oith 
ferry companies, who 
allowed global positioning 

(GPS) recorders to be 


Royal Navy ‘Lynx =heli- 
copters are based ashore at 
RN Air Station Yeovilton in 
Somerset, and normally 
operate from frigates and 


the calibration of the air- 
craft's radar. It is in full view 
of most of the town of Dover, 
and has uninterrupted vrews 








THE nameplate and badgc 
from tragic destroyer HMS 
Wakeful were returning to 
the Navy’s principal muscum 
as Navy News went to press. 

The icons from the destroyer, 
lost off Dunkirk during the cvacu- 
ation of 1940, were rccovered by 
divers oe on the wreck to 
safeguard shipping in the arca. 

Wakeful already successful- 
ly ferried more than 600 exhausted 
troops home to Brtam and had 
picked up a scoond batch when she 
was torpedoed in the small hours 
of May 29. 

The destroyer broke in two and 
sank in 15 seconds, taking down 
with her around 100 crew and 
more than 600 soldiers. Just 25 
crew and a single soldier were res- 
cucd. 

In recent years port officials im 
7eebrugge and Antwerp have 
been concerned that the wreck 
posed a danger to shipping in the 
Arca. 

Wakeful lies in litthe more than 
$0 fect of water off the Belgian 
CoMast. 

Salvage ea decided late last 
year that Wakeful — an official war 
grave — need not be moved, but 
about 10ft of superstructure could 
be removed instead to allow ships 
to pass, while maintaining the war 
grave's mtegrity. 

Divers recovered the crest and 
name plague during thal opera- 
tion; the funnel and other naviga- 
tional equipment moved have 
been fixed to Wakeful's side. 

No human remains were dis- 
turbed during the opcratron. 

The plate and badge were being 
presented to Britain’s Ambassador 
to Belgrum, Richard Kinchen, al a 
ceremony in Ypres, before bemg 

massed on to the Royal Naval 
Auscum im Portsmouth’'s histor 
dockyard 


Antiques on 
show on WV 


POPULAR trcasure trove 
senes Antgucs Roacdshow's valk M 
Gosport can be scen on February 
lon BBCT 

The programme was recorded 
last year af the Royal Hospital 
Haslar, with clemcnts filmed at 
the neighbouring RN Submarinc 
Muscum, and saw some hxiden 
Naval Gchghts brought to light. 
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Delays ‘disappointing’ 


but HMS Astute is now 
on a fixed course 


@aA computer graphic of HMS Astute at sea 


A GOVERNMENT watchdog 
avs Its dmappomied with contin 
uing delays to some of the mili 
lary Ss Most important new projects 

including the Astute class sub 
Mrs 

But the National Audit Office 
says Whitchall is gctting to grips 
with programmes to mtroduce ncw 
kit to Britain's armed forces. 

Phe audit office says most of the 
problems with imcreased costs and 
delays to future projects datcs 
from the days et om Whuitchall 
brought in its ‘smart acqursiiwn 
initiative to get the best value for 
taxpayers and the military. 

Three Astutes were ordered by 
the MOD back in 1997 for £1.9bn, 
with the first of the boats — intend 


ed as replacements for the 
Swiftsure and Trafalgar car 
marked to join the Fleet around 
2005 


The NAO san! problems with 
Astute centred on new design 
techmigucs using compuicrs, a 
shortage of skilled workers at BAE 
Systems’ Barrow yard where the 
boats are bemng built, and the sheer 
complexitics of 
the vessels 
meant Astute 
hersclf was run 
ning 43 months 
latc with a pre 
chcted cxtra cost 
to the pro 
gramme of 


The auditors 
say BAE and the 
Defence 
Procurement 
Agency, which 
OVeTSOCS ncw 
proyects for the 





eo on 


that the 


Opening salvoes ina 
century of war at sea 








forces, have £01 tO grips wilh many 
of the problems dogging Astutc 


Proof of the Progress ts ihe tact 
sccond Astuic, HMS 
Ambush. was land’ down late last 


vear. }IMS Astute herself oe now 
duc to enter service in AR 


Other projects blamed for 


delays ae rising costs arc the 
RAF 's Hrimstonc 
sic, the overhaul of the Nimrod 
mantime patrol aircraft, the for 
mer Eurofighter (now Ti 
and replacements for all three 
Services truck flect 


anti-tank ms 


Typhoon ) 


“I am disappointed by the large 


rises in costs and delays on older 
oe in way eee 


san! NAQ) 


ncad Sir John Bourn. “There are 


cncouraging signs thal some pro 
pects are performing better on cost 
and time and the MOD recognises 
the challenge these concerns pre 
sent and is giving new ompetus to 
the developmecni of 
acquEsItAOn. 


improved 


@ HMS Astute as she looked in 
October last year at BAE's 
Barrow-in-Furness yard 














© The Russian Navy gives the Japanese Fleet a bloody nose, as 


the day... not quite how it 


Pcture GEC Hetory Magasin 


THE Naval war which heralded the 20th century and the cra of the dread- 
noughts opened in dramatic fashoon 100 years ago this month. 
9 Russo-Japanese war of 194-(5 had ramifications far beyond the 


Fear East 


leading in the Royal Navy to the Dreadnought revolution. 


The war opened with a ‘blitzkrieg’ attack by the Japanese Fleet on the 
Ruswan squadron at Port Arthur on February 8/9 14 and culminated in 
the crushing Japanese victory at Tsushima in May 195, when a Russian 
Flect which had sailed from European waters and endured a ‘voyage of 
the damned’ to reach the Far East, was routed off the southern tp of 
Korea. The battle was the swansong of the pre-Dreadnought cra 


Ihe Imperial Ja 
its commander at 
Like Victory, hes fla 

‘Togo hosted the 


anesc Navy was modelled on the Semor Service and 
Sushima, Admiral Togo, is lauded as Japan's Nelson 
hip ts preserved as a muscum piece. 
amous */. signal’ to spur his Flect on 


“The rise of fall 


of the Empire depends on today's battle. Let every man do his utmost, 
words which echo the British hero's rallying cry at Trafalgar a century 


before. 


The RN incorporated some of the lessons of Tsushima in the revolu 
onary battleship HMS Dreadnought, land down within six months mf the 
battle, not least that in modern Naval clashes smaller calibre gums were 


relatively ineffective 


Despite victory al Tsushima, Japan was being crippled by the financial 


burden of the war. Both sides sued for peace later in 1905; 


the war had 


cost the Russians 9O,000 dead and Japan 74,000). 

Navy News will be following anniversary cvents over the coming |5 
months, including Type 42 destroyer HMS Excter’s planned visit to Japan 
later this year as part of her Far East deployment 
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Leaving the rp Enlist on a 
iio Navy? ray af r ; Full Time Reserve Service 
? 4 wif; (Limited Commitment) 
""ia\"Male)@elcmerciie Yc o- — for employment in a 
Tt ve specified location ROYAI 
ele) — for 3 years MARINES 
ae Rey / with prospects for further 
. —_  gfede oO 2 year commitments. 
J " ot tA _=—<—s 
OInN the Ses in Al Pry 
: = &3 Se FTRS rates of pay 
- to ¥ : ff ppry 
Navat S77 \ ck (reviewed sem 
a ) 3 te / sS and pensionable) 
Careers? ers CA3 from £24,042 
eam & 4 , rising to : 


CAI up to £33,595 


S erv ice A M anchester Regular Service Pensions 
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RN & RM WOs, i 4 - Oxford ws 
: Senior Rates and SNCOs yr Wisp ondon« 54 , 
aes ttn vor tt ham 
Large Industrial Workshop Unit. ; to wor = c oil Si 
£20,000 Careers Advisers _ a oe oe 
&: Goodwil Plas SAY | . va, : ‘ ‘ at. r. 
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WWW.REWlealedUCatiON.CO.UK] 7.) 91202 462173 after 6pm | Www.navynews.co.uk 





SOL - The Training Company 
has the following vacancies: 





2 x Royal Navy Personal Development Trainers. | 
_ (London & Portsmouth Based) Ref RNPDC ze 
1 x Outdoor Adventurous Activity & Leadership 
Trainer. (isle of Wight Based) Ref FBT 

£16-£20k Per Annum, plus benefits. 


SOL is at the forefront of alternative education and training in the UK and 
we are looking for you to enhance our team. 


We have an opening for 2 Personal Development Trainers to deliver a 
Royal Navy training course to school children between 14 & 15 years old. 
The children are from London schools who may be interested in joining 
the Royal Navy when they leave. 


You will be working with children from diverse cultural, academic and 
personal backgrounds so experience in working at KS4 or with youth 
groups will be an advantage. You will need to be a confident, enthusiastic 
individual who feels comfortable leading a group and maintaining 
discipline. 


In addition, a rare opportunity has arisen at our residential training centre 
on the Isle of Wight for a full time activity and leadership trainer. This 
position involves working with children and adult groups on various 
development programmes. 


All positions will require a high level of flexibility and a requirement to 
work away from home. 


lf you feel that you can make an impact in our company and a difference 
to the groups we work with, then we would like to hear from you. 


Please note that all positions will require a CRB check. 


To apply for this position please send your CV, quoting the job reference to: 


Duncan Kelman 
Training Manager, SOL — The Training Company, 
Fort Bouldnor, Bouldnor Forest, Yarmouth (OW PO41 0AB 


Emai! to: duncan@sol.gb.com 


Telephone: 0870 750 2795 for more information. 











When it comes to developing the skills of our volunteer crew members, there's no room for 
compromise. After all, these people brave the worst conditions that nature can throw at them to save 
lives at sea. Quite simply - lives depend upon their training - and you'll ensure that it's absolutely 
the best. 

It's a challenging role, as you manage the training of around 600 students at our new residential 
courses at stations across the UK & Republic of ireland. This means leading a team of all weather lifeboat 
But there's a big hands-on aspect to this role too that includes delivering courses yourself and assessing 
crew members. 

Considerable sea-going experience and an in-depth understanding of maritime operations are 
obviously essential, along with, ideally, an RYA Motor Cruising qualification to instructor/examiner 
leadership and management skills are a must, plus an infectious enthusiasm and the ability to 
communicate well with a wide range of people. You must also be prepared to travel throughout the 
UK & Republic of Ireland when required. 


Use your considerable experience and skills to help save lives at sea. For an application form 
and recruitment pack, please contact our 24-hour recruitment line on 01202 663146 or email: 
dwhite@rnli.org.uk Alternatively, you can request a pack by writing to Debbie White, 
HR Department, RNLI, West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset BH15 1HZ, 
quoting the ref: LTM/1437/NN/01.04. 


Closing date: 6 February 2004. 
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NAVY NEWS ADVERTISING RATES MOD eee 


(excl. VAT) as effective from Ist June 2002 business or services 


DISPLAY with Navy News, 
ze call our Advertising 


inte Department now! 
S.c.c. (min 3 em) .. 


eS Sa Sarah Jacobs 
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20% REMISSION 


OFF BOARDING FEES FOR HM FORCES, 


CHILDREN & GRANDCHILDREN OF SEAFARERS 


Co-ed Boarding & Day 3-19 years (Boarding 6+ years) 
A TOP UK SCHOOL a! Sess & A-LEVEL RESULTS 


Ihera. that n 


Vee thorvh here are 3 onportant powts. abowe al 


Ethelburgeas your ideal Choice as the boarding schoo for you 


rstty we understand the needs of service farnmies and sealarers a5 we 
serving the needs for over 50 years We have expenence 

ensuring your chid wil settle wel, be confident and successful Ow campus 
m safle and away from city centre problems. Secondly our boarding facies 
tt mn Europe Every bedroom has direct dal rnv/oul lelephorne 


"ae Patina 








ngineering Is 
Welbeck’ 


UK LEADING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL OFFERING 


Ss forte 


PHI UK's onl residential 
Defence Sitth Form College is 
scecking budding Naval cngineccrs 
Formcriy an Army college 
Welbeck opcns its door in 
September 210 to Roval Navy and 
RAF students, providing a unique 
environment for muililary cnginec;®r 
in the making and offcring some of 
the country s best A-level results 
In 2005, Welbeck 
Loughborough in shire 
when it opens its brand new £ 1s 
milhon PFl-funded building pro 


rchixwaics Ww 


| crcesicrs 


vading Stalc-ol-the-art coducahon 
sports and accommadation facil 
tes 

Only 120 places a year arc 


offered, with students comme from 
all oe and from across 
the UK per cent are from 


are the bes! 
rma, TV/Video (on timer), musac 
Many bedrooms are ensuite. Our ho 


Thirdly we have a history of being a Sunday Times 


Top UK Senior School for GCSE and A-Level results 
UK Top 100 Preparatory Schoo! for Academic Results 


“fo feve invesied over E16m in few tecities 
va wits 


Al ewe! st 


equestnan, and recreahonal laciitimes 


Sents go on to Unrversay 


centre fol gnnk (ecilies arn) Much more 
use parents are fnendly and 


are) otter 


Telephone for a prospectus 


compre hd schools and a third 
are [cmale 

Applicants must apply im their 
final (CSE vear, Minimum cotry 
requirements arc 4) points from 
the best five GCSEs and students 
must show leadership potential 
Sclection t& a mgorous and high- 
competitive procedure. After 


Toe 


carn 


huge range of 


Over G3% of ou 


widen anc ly 


leteads of special 270% Rernmsion (Emad remember@compuserve com 


QUEEN ETHELBURGA'S COLLEGE 
Thorpe Underwood Hall, York. England 
Tel: 08707 42 33 30 


Web: www.queenethelburgas.edu 


road, rail & air 
10 minutes 
rom al nal 





meeting the principal and military 
staff, the ( ne es Board scrutinises 
all applications with successful 
cnirants laking part in a 24 hows 
sclection process 

Sclection boards are 
Spring and SUMMIT COMPTISINE 
interviews, written and physical 
tests, and successful applicants are 
notifred for the following academic 
year 


held on 


PUT US ON i 


YOUR RADAR. 


2 


‘7, 
y's only official 6th form college = 


s offering Pp! 
@iile tei Ue) time. 


As one of the rere] Pia s 
your son or daughter will be getting : 


at a heavily subsidised cost. 


— —= 


So if one of your r children, 
or someone you K 
joining this elite ‘eam, 


now 1s 
a 


tential Royal Navy 


Engineering 


ry’s top A-Level coll | 


make Welbeck your first port of call. 


BE PART OF SOMETHING 
For more information cail Lt. Jo Goodship 


on 02392 727750. 





ROYAL 


A bevel edu 


Calon G para 
mau nt al 
Welbeck with 
specialist acad 
cm Stall 
tcaching small 
Classes of up to 


IZ people 
Students aver 
age 39 UCAS 
KMS (Cqulva 
ent to three 
grade As and a 
BK) and atten 
thon focussed 
on icchnical 
subjects, pre 
dominantly maths, scrcnces, 
mation technology 
clectronics and 
Mcanwhile tri-service personnc! 
provide pastoral care, military 
carecrs advice, sports and training 

fhe most successful A level stu 
dents gO on to take Services-spon- 
sored cngincering degrees al onc 
of seven partner universitics 
Oxford, Cambndgc, Southampton, 
Newcastle, Northumbria, 
Loughborough and Aston 

Royal Navy-sponsored under 
graduates are supported financially 
with officer trammg provided by 
military support units. Cadets then 
progress to officer tramimng at 
Dartmouth followed by a commis 
On 28 an aircrail, marinc of 
weapons cngincer 

At the Defence Sixth Form 
College, Cadet traming is as 


infor 
technology, 
geography 
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important as academic file 
Students jom the College 
Combined Cadet Force (CCCF) 
for regular trang in which they 


heavily 
parents 


subsidised according 
ressdual income 


tuition fecs, with maintenance [ces 


Average 
termly fees arc £400- £600 with free 


develop leadership qualities and places available to low-income 

teamwork no previous Cadet families 

Force experience is necessary lony Hallirwell, principal of 
Meanwhile a vibrant social Welbeck says: “We offcr supcria 

scene provides free time for shop tive A level education and the 

ping, theatre, art exhibitions, films strongest start for military cng) 

and socialising neers. We are delighted to be 


Sports facilities and opportuni 
ties are second to none with stu 


students 
ii | 


offering places to Navy 


next year and to opening our s 
tacular new building in 2005 w 
will provide some 
education and sporting facilities 

Our unique combination 
military 


dents cnjoving outward bound and 
aiventurous traming activities too 

And because Welbeck is fully 
resxicntial, sporting and academK 
academic and 


facilities arc available scven davs a 


weck, with rcgular expeditions gives students a ecnurne 
organised from walking and clumb into the military officer 

ing in the UK to skung and diving ahead of them 

COVETSCAS Parents and students kecn 


Welbeck wm funded by the 
Minwtry of Defence whoch funds 


m2 7277S 





Moving back to the UX? Moving Overseas? 
Man your child special edwcational needs? 
Comsidering Baarding School education’ 
Know about educational changes i= the U7 


SCE(UK) for FREE advice and support: 
Tel: O1980 GIE244 Mit 94344 E244 
Fax: 01980 618245 Mil: 94344 8245 
email: mod.sce.uk@gtnet.gov.ak 





of the UK’s best 


coucalum 
insight 
Career 


discuss places should contact: Li Jo 
Goodship, 023 





www slavynew's co.uk 








SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 


Hand painted on wooden base 6 x 7in 
| £33.15 including U.K. postage and vat. 
' REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 5 or more 
| SPECIAL PRICES en for 10, 25, 50 and 100 
| CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 
f (rmnanumn 36) 
C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 6 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 7SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 
il: enquiries @ chmunde 


Reynolds Sports | 


EMBROIDERED Sweaters, Sweatshirts, Polo Shirts, C aps & Badges 
PRINTED T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Jackets, C aps & Badges 
and lots more - all from one supplier! MINIMUM QUANTTTY ONLY 12 
| AFPO Tax Pree Service - send for our full price list 
12-13 Crofton Close, Allenby Business Village, Lincoln L.N3 4NT | 
Fel: OFS22 513333 Fax: 01522 530383 | 
|} enguiries@ reynolds-sports.co.uk www.reynolds-sports.co.uk | 


| REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 
FULLSIZE & MINIATURE 
3S DAY MOUNTING SERVICE f 
WRITE OR PHONE FOR OU \OTATION 


RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 


‘Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street, London WC2H 7HA 
TEL 020 7930 1979 FAX 020 7930 1152 


e mail:rdhmedals@ aol.com www.rdhmedals.com 


GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES & 
HAND PAINTED WALL SHIELDS 


(Select any ship er FAA Squadren ctc_) 

Should there be any item you require which mu oot shown, please contact wi, and we 
will endeavour to help, as we are unable to lest all the products in our portiolo 
Whether you are buying for yourself, of a bowed one, we will be happy to give you 
procs ancl iiantits diccunis Lp appx, ath 
Military Matters 
7 Waterside, Greenfield, Saddleworth, Oldham OL3 7DP 
Tel: 1457 877010 Fax: 01457 578499 o-mail:military.mattery@ biopenworld.com 




















tC rwitel! plac engraving 
if Arroving from ape Crenis 
whey sha nfmaertic Aor the whekle phages 
crew or past onli viclmals 
Fagraoved onto tandards, deviuaniers 
pap re ri cats etc 
JS ware roerricnce ith prepa drlivery 
on cerdlers 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 
13 Victoria Reed, Welllingtorough. 
Northants S58 [HN 
Tel/Fax OFFRS ITT 
bo omadl segel @ nandereen |! funet oo ub 


www.artandglass.co.uk 


Competitive prices - 
smloodn ies £6 00, 
sweats (3.00, t-ahirts £4 75 
bree cmbrosdery prot 
No set up 
Oreck delivery 
FECAL OFFERS TO Md FORCES (a FREE TT) 


BANANA MOON WORESHOF 
| 48 Old Lone Gerturthew Bradferd BDI] 27x 
Tel O1274 68800) Fax OL774 6527574 


THE NA 


ana ucster 


Wy A 

V¥ o- Poddu 
daw draw 
Aud parted supertl 1 


. 
oN Coa tT an 
+. - F 
rt : . j L 
Details : > er a ~ 


Ogee Jones. | 
1% Acdbourne Pe 
Liverpes| LI) S@Q: 
061-727 Sb! 


a 
* 


‘Wright & Logan» 
Ar 





the Royal Naval Museum, 
Portsmouth 
Telephone: 
023 9282 6682 
www. wrightandlogan.co.uk 
Rachel @ victory 2005.co.uk 





~~ HMS BELLS 

GUN TOMPIONS 

| BOAT BADGES 
TREADPLATES 


| Sought by Private Collector. 

|| will pay the best cash price. 

| Instantdecisiomgiven. 
Call David on 
01277 355103 














MNSACFORDETALS 4 RERACEMENT MEDASUST 


7 
ij 


NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PLB 10H. 
i Tel 01752 672672. Fax 01752 872723. 


www.toadhalimedals.com 


WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL 
SERVICE LTD 
Specialists in Medals and Medal Mounting. 
S# Hroad Street, Sidemoor, Hromegrove, Worcs Hol S11. 
Tel: O1S527 BIS ITS Fax: O1527 S7679R 
Local Kate UK Only: 0845 655200) 


MAS Fe a ae oe NAY TV 
Mi Se EP AMT AS MONAT ee Md Ss Pee 
MPDALS TA ATT) BIRR ASD 41 1 Pe eS AD So) VA Ad 
SAD SAP FO | ATES) t ATALO A 


crooning wun? our secure Welwits 
t-mail ws al wi 


: | 
i 


showcase 


COMPANY 


Tiawilisil ee wid 


brochure and price list 
contact us at. 
Tel.01484 541866 Fax. 01484 544809 


Or write to. 
Ure 7 Marsh Mill, 
Luck Lane, Marsh, Huddersfield HD3 4AB 





@®> sxvvr : & PLAQUES 


By Mail Order 


HIM Sennces and custom-made for 
Bands. Chows, etc. Blaver buttons. 
nibbons 4& sundnes 


Please send SAE for lists 

THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN 

Over Briar, Beech Well Lane, 
Edge End, Coleford, Glos. GL16 7HA 

seven 01594 832200 


Freefall Adwentures. Floride are happy 
ts after Muisery Deac cemted Sk pdrrieg (oerten 
Ce 
Sebastes Herda Our Sipdireweg Schoen 
ior are sal operated. | ac sted oe the 
on coe of Media fhe Peperel paredene ri a 
Ca po oe et are fee om hee cae 
Commect wt hor bertiees detec: 

0 W Aorpert Drive, Sebestion Feria Da LA 
Tet(772) 188 0550-Fan:(777) S81 4468 
Email skhydiveMik@aol com 
www Hadwentures com MilNet UK 

ISP for the 
UK Armed Forces 
We donate a pe ropor tion ot o : 
profits to UR Service Charities 


| rite for ras ED io PO Bex 4144, 
| Bisndterd, Dorset, Soveea, UY Fem 


Land near Hastings 
- Private Sale 
Freehold vacant land near 

| Hastings, East Sussex. 
| Size: 0.12 acre — 0.18 acre. | 
| Pre-planning permission 
Prnces from £12,450. Freehold 
Affordable Monthly payment plan | 
available. Ideal mod/long term 


) www.milnet.uk.net 


CELEBRATING, LEAVING 
OR RESEARCHING, | print 
Personalised Party Banners, Table 


; weer etc. Plans, Retirement Certificates 
For availability call Gilbert on and Family Trees. Send £1.50 for 
07092 806464 brochure to AcomsJoaks, Ref NN, 
Sandhurst Drive, Ilford, Essex, 





or fax 020 73235764. 37 


3 YDB www.partv-banners.info 


REGIMENTAL TIES, blarer Badecs. 
Cuff-Links, Buttons, Medals, Cap 
Badees, Militana. £200 for list 
Carncross (Dep. NN), 31, Belle Vue St., 
Filey, N. Yorks YOI4 SHU 
www.cairnxson.freeserve.co.uk Sarah Jacobs 073 $272 5062. 
WANTED FOR CASH Collector Sheila Thompson 023 $275 6851 
secks ci-naval diver’s watches, 

Rolex Submariner, Omega Seamaster 
etc; any condition, working or not 

cash wasting. Tel: 01752 850420 


Navy News Own Products 
if you are not satisfied with one of our own products sold 


through this paper, simply return it to us unused within14 | 
days and we will replace it free of charge or issue a full refund 


Navy News Notice To Readers 
|The publishers of Navy News cannot accept responsibility for the 
accuracy of any advertisement or for any loses suffered by any | 
readers as a result. Readers are strongly recommended to make 
their own enquiries and seek appropriate commercial, legal and 
financial advice before sending any money or entering into any — 





Miscellaneous 


THE ACTIVE SER ie DD 
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www.messdress.com 
secure online shopping 
Miniature and Full size medals are supplied 
Miniature Medals from £4. Medal mounting @ £4 per medal. 
Your medals are cleaned and ribbons are changed 
Military Uniforms for all Services. 


The Mess Dress Led. 
48 Stewart Road, Bourncmouth BHA ANU 
TekO1202 302846 - Pax:01202 383874 - - salex(amessdress.com 

















EMBROIDERED BADGES | 
| CUMMERBUNDS, TES | 


is now available aud 
a" 
Mine Pe) Sa -_ _ a 25 a 


ea id Y 'e 


Ce . 
‘Cap Tallies, and Baseball Caps . 
All made to order. 


es ier +) 


‘Orilr Sm@lic@lts 


details 


01548 830717 


four fiend coe 


— Art Bar ened 
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Fo 
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Tel/Fax: : 01736 850724 
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( ontributions to SS AFA 











VAL ENTL NES DAY} 
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Does your Valentine live in the UK? 
Why not send her a beautiful 
Valentines Hamper filled with 
Chocolates and Champagne? 

Go to www.annieshampers.com 
Or phone: 001144 (0) 430860339 
© Or Email: alan.marsland @ btinternet.com | 


a = 








Niece Your postal 
CLASSIC A «= 
FLOWERS Flower Service 


What could be nicer than to receive a box of freshly 
cut flowers direct from the island of Guernsey. 


At Classic Flowers we pride ourselves in sending 
only the finest quality blooms and handwriting our 
message cards to give that personal touch. 

30 Freesia only £12.95 
20 Standard Carnations £14.95 
15 Freesia and 10 Standard Carnations £14.95 _— 
15 Freesia and 10 Spray Carnations £14.95 
Mixed bouquets from £14.95 
Prices includes: First class post. Quality flowers with foliage. 

| Gift card with your own personal message. 
Strong presentation box. Flower food, care guide. 
Vat where applicable. 


To order or request our free brochure simply telephone, fax | 
or use our website. 


. Classic Flowers, Rue de Pres, St Peters, Guernsey. GY7 9AH 


Tel: 01481 265611 Fax: 01481 266362 
__ Web: www.classic-flowers.com 


“GORGEOUS GIFTS. 
DELIVERED DIRECT. 
Spend £35 and we will send 
a voucher for a free facial 
and makeover with your 


personalised message! 


Vakenirwe Gifts from under 0 
Free deiraery to UF, and BPRS 
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,eaqcers | a = We were struck by ‘nee pee; 
eo ’ the amount of detail __, ~aee avs 
— a No 3174) mt ‘ae ns 
rata -> C—l— | into aa oh =? : - 
his dra : of HMS Ons ar | Celebrating their birth 


| | | a | | days in F are 
a “ ly =, i. rT : 
Katie Adams 


=~ . 4 patrol in 5 gag 
" | South Atlantic : 
Lar William Arkesden 


i = | “ Tt fen he < BI ies " James Blanchett 
antak NF ee a ae fe. per gs UPL gy eS ee roy >| Ryan 
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Is this a record? 





Chelsea Helliwell 
John Holmes 
Ross Hook 
Madeleine How 
pe ll 
ww Tart 
Harry Johnstone 
Phillippa Keeble 
Jessie Kitchen 
lexander 


, 
if 


ui 


Eee 
é 


4 
: 


ot: a clue - | : om 
pete : a commander, aly ae 
i is a humble — | Ir 
sng A] 3 
well send a prize to the — | 
ovat one of you who spots _—~ | 
Weep sendi your own — 
pictures and i in - 


especiall those shi 
serving in. 


details call us on 
| 023 9273 3558. 






For more information on in Bo — ves visit 
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Clomng date 29/02/04 Normal competition rules apply 
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Where in the world...? spl 7 FET 


afelantscmlelate 
ship was 

lei mmsemoleie 

slelm@ejits).<an 


ack in 1976 HMS Fearless had a film crew on 
board shooting the James Bond film “The Spy 
Who Loved Me - when suddenly a real-life drama 
took over! 
Bl lip sg Lone Tires Sot on @'gervect Suey 
Malta turned away to go to 
a ott of thn RO ton Greek cores jo ship Nostros 
Vassos Athene, which wos on fire and had sant cut a dis- 
"Firefigh and damage control 
ire ti c parties were put 
board and and as the fire grew fiercer one of the first jobs 
was to get rid of a lot of highly inflammable deck cargo 
including 80 five-gallon drums of Oxidising acid, three 
drums of benzene. two tons of paint and no fewer than 
23 tons of gas lighter fluid. 














Later the ah ship developed a ‘loll’ owing to the amount of 
water being pumped into her. but by” then the Fearless 
had her secured ide and was : to hold her. 


control parties st d on beard most of t ‘the 

nile the film unit calmly completed their task. day 

Before leaving they sent the following message: ‘From 
James Bond film unit to HAMS Feartess. Many 1 for 
a good shoot. A highly eventful week when many were 
stirred but none were shaken. Signed med OT” 

® HMS Fearless (right) alongside the burning Greek 
_ Nostros Vasso Athene 






Gell 5 cnet Qua Taos ep oman nee 
Naval Visits, Discounts to local and national attractions and much, much more!! 











ARMY V NAVY RUGBY MATCH MASCOT WANTED | 


The Army- “i Umon clash ts one of the highlights of the military 
sporting calendar, and the Navy side who are out for revenge after losing | 
| last years clash are looking for a Mascot to lead them on to the pitch. 


The competition ts open to all between the ages 10 — 16 and includes a day | = Postcod : 
yf Twit Lennam tor the lucky Ainner and Z adults The winner wll be met at . | Tel No ime , 
) the stadium and given a replica RN kn to wear, spend time with the players ! 
in the i Nanging room betore a team pnoto on ine pitch and ne hy The E-mail address , 
cults will be treated to lunch and watch in the Sponsors box. The Mascot | School attended 
ead the RN team onto the field and watch the game from the bench Send your completed form to the address below with a cheque or postal order for 
For your chance to win answer the following question the correct amount, made anager to NAVY NEWS: | | One entry per person 
ng! nd ogy ¥ ‘Young Readers Club’ Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth PO1 3HH ' ; 
in Austreil 22 Now ; | Or for further information contact us on 023 9273 3558 T 
Answers on a postcard by Fri 26 Mar 04 to Lt Cdr Charlie Neve, a¥, or by email: youngreaders@navynews.co.uk rh 
Room 119, West Battery, HMS Excellent, Portsmouth, PO2 8DX *y You can also enrol online at www.navynews.co uk/youngreaders or over the phone 0 
Ine Ent person. Do not send your en ‘9 VAC f by credit or Gebit cards iwe accept payment by Visa, Mastercard, Delta or Switch) 
ne Entry per person. Uo nol send your enines to Le 


= i - — 
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= Sea Cadets 









Steamer 
links 

with 
Titanic 





Carrier plays 
host to her — 
special friends 


AS SHE sailed from North Shields’ to 
Portsmouth, HMS Invincible was joined by a 
party from her affiliated unit, TS Venomous. 

During their three days on board the carrier, 
the Loughborough cadets toured her from top to 
bottom, stem to stern, taking part in her working 
life. 

They also met OMAW1 Tim Hunting — himself 
an ex-TS Venomous cadet — who is currently a 
member of the ship's company. 





AFT 
FIRE 
4TAIN 












= . ——— - a NORTHAMPTON unit's new 
> agg ’ — = affiliation es the ss Shieldhall 

a 1,9/72-tonner powered by 
similar steam-driven machin 
ery as the Titanic’s 

First cntcring service im 1955 
she i of special interest as she was 
built on older, classic lines by 
Lobmitz & Co of Renfrew, with a 
traditional wheclhousc, of riveted 
and welded construction with a 
Straight stem and a cruiser stern 

She was purchased from 
Southern Water in 1YSS by the 
charity The Solent Steam Packet 
Lid. All work on her ws carned out 
by unpan voluntecrs and she is 
now a famuliar sight running excur 
sons around the Solent and cise 
where 

Ihe ship was originally used by 
Glasgow Corporation to transport 
ircated scwagc sludec down the 
River Clyde to be dumped at sea 
but followed a tradition dating 
back to World War | to carry 
Organised partics of up to #1) pas 
scngcrs When opcrating during the 
summer months 


Survey 
ships’ 
gift 


CHAIRMAN of the Sur- 
vey Ships Association 
Joe Erskine presents a 
cheque for £300 to Lt 
Cdr Howie of Leith unit 
TS Howe. 

The money was col- 
lected at a raffle during 
the Association's reun- 
ion weekend at Edin- 
burgh. 


ESSEX District 
champ.ons this year 
are TS CARDNELL. 
The Maylandsea 
Unit scored the high- 
est points out of 11 
Essex units in foot- 
ball, sailing, canoe- 
ing, adventure train- 
ing, piping, shooting 
and seamanship. 
®LC Giles Drink- 
water and AC 
Michaela Lean are 
seen receiving the 


> 
trophy from O/C 
CPO Nick Temme at | oe 
the unit's prize | | 
evening at the Henry | | : 
Samuel Hall, | | | 


Mayland 
























TWO LUCKY Cadets from TS Tireless took the trip of 
a lifetime when they were selected to travel home 
from Gibraltar — by submarine. 


AC Henry Smith and Cadet 
Wayne Musgrave were accom- 
panied by the Rugby Unit's CO 
Capt David Scholes following 
an invitation from their affiliat- 
ed nuclear-powered submarine 
HMS Tireless. 

The icing on the cake came 
trom GS Airways who offered 
to Ty them out to the Hock free 
of charge 

The two cadets had 
impressed the Units staf! so 
much with their performance 
ano effort that they were the 
instant choice to take up the 
bertns 

Said Gapt Scholes: “tt really 
iS a privilege to De asked by the 
boat to visit while on duty 

Normally it's only people 
like the HRoval Family or high 


ran KING fficials who get this 
nnd of 

A ) & ] [el i Fr 
t en Ti rhe 
Cacet(s pr io DOarding, Uacet 
Musgrave said: “Yes don't 


touch any buttons! 
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XERCISE Maltese 
Cross allowed a 
party of Royal 
Marines cadets 

fee from 1S Endurance 
the chance to put in some 
valuable training on the 
island of Malta. 

Marine Cadets from Malta 
have trained with their British 
counterparts many times in 
the UK, but this was the first 
time a session had been held 
on Maltese soil — at the invita- 
tion of the CO of the Malta GC 
unit TS St Paul, Lt Cdr Kino 
Camilleri, RNR. 

Ten members of the Gristol 
unit and three staff flew out 
for the week-long  pro- 
gramme, joining the Malta 
unit on their parade night and 
quickly integrating with their 
hosts routines. 

They were dropped off at 
Ghajn Tuffieha to ‘yomp’ into 
the wooded area of Mizieb - 
spirits undaunted by a sud- 
den downpour. 

On arrival at their first loca- 
tion they set up a tactical har- 
bour area — a ‘first’ for a num- 
ber of the cadets — and irte- 
grated so that a Maltese 
bivvied with a UK cadet. 

Once they had cooked their 
meals, sentries were posted 
and all settied into the har- 
bour routine. 

A crash move came about 
0400 with all moving to a new 
location and setting up the 
harbour area again before 
standing to for the coming 
dawn. 

After cooking breakfast 
and clearing the bivvie site, 
they moved off to Selmun, 
having to speed march the 
last mile into the site. 

From Selmun Barracks, a 
derelict coastal gun site from 
World War Ill, the cadets 
embarked on a stalk and after 
lunch met up with the British 
High Commissioner, Vincent 
Fean, who spent two hours 
watching their activities - 
and left highly impressed 
with their enthusiasm. 

Moving back to Ghajn 
Tuffieha, the following day 
saw the party practising 
patroling, camouflage and 
concealment as the final part 
of the exercise. 

During their stay, the 
Bristol unit was invited to 
visit the Malta Armed Forces 
Maritime Unit, where they 
were introduced to a new 
range of small arms and 











toured the various patrol 
craft alongside. 

A call at the Malta Armed 
Forces Air Squadron fol- 
lowed with opportunities to 
climb inside the aircraft and 
talk to the pilots. 





@® Above: A crash night 
move for SGristol Marine 
Cadets during Exercise 
Maltese Cross. Right: British 
High Commissioner Vincent 
Fean looks on 
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night at Filey 
‘for retiring 
O Eddi 


FILEY Unit's annual mess dinner was the last one 
for CO Lt Cdr Eddie Temple, who retires in May after 
21 years in command. 

Guests included Cdr Jonty Powis and WO Tony 
Elvidge — and 20 former cadets who surprised Eddie 
with a special presentation retirement gift. 

Eddie left the Royal Navy in 1982 after serving in 
submarines and returned to his native Filey where he 
found the town's young people seriously short of 
youth activities. Quickly establishing TS Unseen, within 
six years he twice brought the unit to the pinnacle of 
success with the Canada Trophy — it was also twice 
runner-up. 

The Unit continues, year after year, to challenge for 
the top honours in the Area. 
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Sport 


Katy’s just the therapy for 
forces sporting inju 


SWIMMING 


Tae 


<i a ale 
= 
ais 









Katy 


performed the honowrs as a ncw 


Slar CTL 
rchahulitatron centre for service 
men and women on the 
Cis! was opencd in Portsmouth 

The new facility at HMS Nelson 
l2 nationwide aimed al 
speeding the recovery of people in 
the forces who px h up imjurcs 
while playing sport 

An intensive, specially designed 
programme of physw-, cxcrcr< 
and hyvdro- therapy will help sports 
enthusiasts back to fitness 


evth 


ms onc of 


The Portsmouth rchabh centre 
will cater for \|5 paticnts wilh 
minor to modcrat sporting 


injunes cvery (free weeks across 
an arca from Chochester to Pook 
It spares them having to travel 
the Headley Court military 
medycal centre m Surrey 

Katy won gold and silver medals 
the World Championships in 
Barcelona last ycar 





@ Katy Sexton tests the rehab centre flanked by (left) OM Alan at 
Ayliffe and Cpl John Sproates RM 


Prtiuwe PO (Prot) Gary Dawes 


Nigel's hoat puts RAN 
OSA Ga 


AFTER devoting hus recent Naval 
-arecr to new vessels for the fleet, 
former Controller of the Navy 
Rear Admural Nigel Guild now has 
i boat he can call his own 

Ihe Nige! Grld ms the newest! 
sddithon to the flect of the KN and 
RM Amateur Rowing Association, 
he first of cight boats which 
Schior SCrvice On a par 
Army anc 
the Inter 





brings the 
with competitors in the 
KAI especially in 
Scermice Faghts cvents 
Admiral Canld has been 
orcwce nt om the 
ume and 
amecd the Doal al 
Plum Puddings 
Dartmouth, where RN men and 
women did well agamst cmilan 
nd Army opposition in particu 
1 the Britannia RNC crew 
tained the Plum Puddings Blade 
r ihe 


the 
aeociain ToT 
his wife Felicity 
the annual 
regatta in 


inh 


third vear in succession 
The Devon event rounded off a 
eookd wear for the rowers, in which 


(OM Adam Maves and Mnc Mark 


© Now with a boat he can call his own: (left to right) Rear Admiral 
Nigel Guild, his wife Felicity, Cdre Britannia RNC Cdre Tony 
Johnstone-Burt and Capt Henry Parker, chairman of the AN & RM 


Walker toured the country in the — Ary ateur Rowing Association 
chowh scull, winning al scveral 
regatta: Pickling via HMS Ark Koval and Robcrison’s, gold winners al 
Ihree women raced for the Lit Louse Thatcher in HMS Svdncy im 2108), go on show in 
Combined Services at Henley Glasgow Falmouth this month 
Won Regatta, reaching the @ The drive and determination Alongside the craft a ncw cxhi 
ter finals in the process, they which makes Olympic heroes out bition, Will to Win, explains what it 
nly lost to the eventual winners of smal) boat racers can be secn at = takes to become an Olympic win 
Both male and female squads the National Maritime Muscum in ner, showing the personal attribut 
rec are tramune for (he Spring ( ornmwall cs necdcul as well as the technolWwe 
head scason Deciails on the Five ( Nympx hoats. mcludine cal advances in developing ruicing 
respective teams from S/Li James Ben Ainslic’s and Shirley hoats 
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GREEN beret Adam 
Lanceyv took the crown for 
the Senor Service as the 
first man in the RN or RM 
to win the National Novice 


Boxing Chi: amptonships. 

Ihe marine from do pot 
better and better through the 
rounds, saving his best for the semi 
and final. He punched his way into 
the final with a first-round knock 
out m York, then moved on to 
Knottingley Arcna for the champ 
onship decider where he scored a 
Points Victory ove; his Opponcnt 
from Durham 

Adam jomed fellow 
Marine Alex Urrutia of 42 Cado at 
the Welsh Nathonal Scnmwr 
Championships last month in 
Newport, where both commandos 
found the competition exceedingly 
tough. Adam was drawn against 
last seasons light welterweight 
chammon and jost narrowly on 
points sy Mcanwhile, aficr an 
cxcellent quarter-final victory Alcx 
found himecl{f facing last 
English lightweight finalest in the 
ring Despite fighting excellently 
throughout, the green beret lost 


Royal 


vcar Ss 


24-7) — but carned sclection to box 
for Wales ncxt month in the 
Prices 

Moe Jimmy Cusick (1 Assaull 


Group, RM) represented Scotland 
al unternational tournaments in 


Norway and Finland, as the pre 
cursory rounds to the Athens 
Olympics got going in carnest 


®@ Squaring up: National Novice champion Mne Adam Lancey 


limmy returned from both events 
with bronze medals and tm now 


readying himself for the European hes staff rs moulding a Naval squad York), Combined Services champ 


championships this mamnith inc cv ap with vite he “ft cl bar tre Hine { 4 M ac MacDonald (HMS 
three qualifying lournaments tor table nt and fecding (Combhincd Invincible ) and Mnec Lacey 
the Olympics. A bronze in any for SCrvices coach POW PT) OQ Bul “Q warns that the Army in 


Jimmy will guarantce him a place Shuillingford with first-class boucrs particular is ficlding a strong sulk 

in th 3 ace for the forthcoming Inter-Scrvices for the contest, and the RAF “can 
F i Assault Group boxer Championships at HMS Nelson on not be ruled out 

Wine Mici k () Connell is OK ITE Ww February |2 Phe February 12 contest first 


Mine Davey Tang has hung up 
his gloves to concentrate on [a 


bout begins at 7.30pm — i hosted 


regain his ABA Heavyweight title 
in Nelson Grym. Tickets, pnoed £5 


after already representing 


England this scason. Mick has also Kwondo and Mne Cusick will be are available from Nelson Gatc, on 
heen picked to represent the RN away on international! duties, Dut the door on the night, or by calling 
at thes vear’s Combined Services the RN will still be foelding a the gvm on (123 9272 4151 

Sportsman of the Year awards potent squad including Mne HMS Nelson will also be bosting 


the All England Semi-Finals on 
Saturday March 20) 


England international 
ABA finalest Neil Suka (HMS 


HMS Scott's crew 
reach new heights 
at sea level 


CREW of survey ship HMS Scott scaled the 
world’s highest peak without the need to don 
breathing apparatus... of any moun 
tlameccring kit come to think of It. 

Thirty members of the Devonport ship's 
company took it in turns to ‘climb’ Everest in 
relays using the vessel's new ‘virtual climbing 
cquipment 

Ihe computer kit simulates the moun 
lainecring experience — of at beast the physical 
effort needed to ascend 29.02sft 

The marathon climb, completed in three 
hours, six minutes and 2) seconds despitc 


() Conncll 


The excellent work by RN team 
Set 


and 


mach (| lommyvy McPhec and 


cvEen 





@ No quips about cresta a wave, please. S/Lt Ed 
Barham from Oxford URNU (left), Lt Cdr Andy Mills 
of the Directorate of Naval Recruiting and S/Lt Colin 
Hillier (right) prepare to walk to Top Hut to ride the 
legendary St Moritz cresta run in training for this 
year's Inter-Services Winter Sports Championships. temperatures of 30°C was one of the exercises 

The huge sports contest was taking place as Navy arranged by Scott's sports officer Lt Linda 
News was rolling off the presses and saw one of the Lawrence to fight the 
largest RN contingents yet head for the Alps. keep crew fit 

The RN cresta team, with novices coach Lt Cdr Almost nine out of shoerd took 
Mills, headed out to St Moritz in mid-January to part in a post-Christmas triathlon 
conduct initial race training in heavy snow and on and ridine 
very fast ice. - 


festive-scason flab and 
10) sauhors 
running 
rowing 


(POWMEA) Kev Crll cvcled Skm im frve 

Race day for the cresta runners was January 29 minuics Mi) MII Mi ( os ‘ ee ran | Sa 

and senior winter sports supporters Rear Admiral Re de Emageeets iene and SR1 Brian Mott 

Mark Kerr and Captain David Goodall were due to soba 1 500m in little over fi sl acedaaes | 
Lect i_™ min Witic ove Tive Wwic 


cheer the sportsmen and women on. 
See next month's edition for a round-up of the 
RN's performance in the championships 


is = OL 
m ( hrestmas 


KN shins al sca 
Indian 


was onc of pus! three 
lLjav squling throwen the 


Lh mon hier way | tre Coll f 
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Cup dream 
over again 
for RL side 









if 


@ Navy man of the match 
Jamie Goss 


IH-E road to Cardiff ended on 
Humberside for the RN Rugby 
League sidc when they ran up 
against onc Of the country’s top 
amateur sides in the second round 
of the Challenge Cup 

After @ marrow victory over 
Normanton in the first round of 
the contest — Kis counterpart to 
the FA Cup — the sailors were sent 
back to the north for the clash with 
Fast Hull, but the tueme without 
many Of the players who proved 
crucial m the hosi match 

Hull went into the game top of 
the Arriva Trains Conference 
Diviwion J and unbeaten m 15 
matches 

Hult i was the KN which got 
going first; Scott Partis put the first 
points on the board with a penalty 
on il) minutes. That spurned Hull 
nfo achon; within five monutes 
they took the lead when skipper 
John McCracken crossed the line 
Ihe Humberside squad ran in 
three more tones before the break. 
but poor kicking and a converted 
iry from KN stand-off Dave 
Roberts meant the sailors were 
still in towching distance al half 
lime, just 18-8 down 

Ihe next try would tip the bal- 
ance of the match — and it went m 
Hull's favour. They then ran im a 
succession Of tres for only two in 
reply from RN forwards Carl 
Culson and Jamic Cross, to make a 
samewhal unfauw final score of 45 
IS to Fast Hull 

Jamie collected the RN's man 
of the match award for hs com 
manding performance throughout, 
topped by the Semor Service's 
final try 

Ihe RL bovs came back from 
Fast Hull with some good news. 
One of the side's U2) players 
porned the RN last month 


Linda nets 
coaching job 


NETBALL players in Hampshire 
are looking to Linda Harms for 
guidance and leadership after the 
petty officer was asked to coach 
one of the county's lop sides 

Netball enthusiasts believed the 
HiMS Sultan-based scnpor rating 
was just what South-cast 
Hampshire needed to bring some 
fresh ompetus to the side 

Lunda, a PCW AEA) instructor, 
turned out for the Naw ncthall 
side in the mid-90s and continucs 
to play for Sultan. Bul beyond a 
spcll coaching voluntecr cadets al 
Dacdalus a few years back, guiding 
nentire (cam em something new 

| went to play for the team 
they are a very good, committed 
snide and they asked mec to coach 
for them as well. | think they felt a 
Iresh face would be useful,” the 
petty offieer sand 

‘| looked back at the coaching | 
did and thought how much I'd 
cenpoved it and that 1 would be nice 
to do it again. It's very fulfilling 
and | can learn from the players 
amd pass that on to the Sultan 
icam 

Lunda s now looking to carn 
coachimg qualifications as well as 
preparing the team for the scason 
finale — the Alex Barlass tourna 
ment in Bournemouth at the end 
mM next month 








THE Navy's” links’ with 
South Korea are to be cele- 
brated on the football pitch 
- as the Semor Service 
introduced the beautiful 
game to the country 122 
years ago. 

Football officials in Seoul have 
invited an RN squad to turn out in 
the magnificent stadium at Inchon, 
which hosted World Cup games 
during the 2002 tournament, for a 
match later thes year 

HMS Flying  Fish’s 


vill to 


Inchon in 1882 is credited with 
introducing football to the 
Koreans. 

The invite to players was 


announced as a celebration mark- 
ing 100) years of the RN Foothall 
Associaton was held in 
Portsmouth last month on the sitc 
of the former Southern Daily Mail 
offiees — now Zunch Insurance 
where the RNFA was born in 1904. 
The Royal Navy is credited with 
introducing and encouraging foot- 
ball in scores of natrons around the 
globe, and First Sea Lord Admiral 
sir Alan West sand it was fitting 
that support was bemg acknow! 
cdged 
“Football 5 a game enjoyed by 
millons around the world and has 
enormous potential to bring 
together peoples of widely differ- 
ing backgrounds and cultures. I'm 
proud that the RN played such a 
significant part on introducing the 
game to South Korea more than 
100 years ago,” the admiral added. 
(ruests at the celebration includ- 
ed Mark Palios, the Football 
Association's chicf cxecutive, and 
FA chairman Geoff Thompson 
Centenary cvents continue ncxt 
month with an Inter-Services clash 
with the RAF at Fratton Park, 


home of Portsmouth FC, and a 
dinner os lined up aboard ironclad 
HMS Warnor with footballing and 
RN sporting personalitics 

On the patch, the Ist XI clocked 


CLOBC 


make it 


THE full RN Rugby Union 
side made it three wins in 
four matches with an 
impressive victory over 
Combined London Old 
Boys despite missing 
some of their big guns. 

With some first team regulars 
unavailable, new blood and youth 
team players were given the chance 
io shine in the 27-15 win al 
Richmond RFC’s ground 

It was the old boys who were 
quicker off the mark, with 
Brownngg touching down on the 
neht wing insde three minutes. It 
was the same story 12 minutes later 
when he again crossed the line to 
give the capital men a 10-0 lead 
alter some sloppy tackling by the 
RN and dazzling ball-handling 
skills by the Londoners 

The match was J) minutes old 
before the Navy players began to 
show some fight; outside centre 
lim Southall came within a couple 
of yards of the line before being 
halted. His dash helped tip the bal- 
ance. Within minutes, Number & 
(saz Evans drove 15 minutes with 
CLIOB players hanging off him to 
set up flanker Matt Longhorn, who 
pul the ball down under the posts 
so Paul Clarke could convert 








Plenty of Kore 
: 





up two impressive carly-scasom vic 
tories, cach 1-4) 

Gloucester were the opponcnts 
for the first competitive game of 
the season at Almondsbury in 
Bristol and it was the civics who 

“ off to the better start. lt was 
ate in the first half when the RN 
managed to pul pressure on 
(sloucester, culminating in a penal 
ty despatched with oe by 
PO( PT) Fraser Quirke from HMS 
Temeraire 

Gloucester pressed after the 
break but C PT) Steve Rilcy 
(HMS Neptunc) marshalled his 
defence superbly and when a 
Gloucester stnker was scot off for 
vanent conduct, hss team's chances 
ended 

Next up were the Prison Service 
at Oadby in Leicestershire, on a 
heavy pitch and bitterly cold 
January day AEM Russell 
Hardwell (HMS Heron) and HMS 
Glasgow's LPI Tugeg Wilson 
pushed the jailers from the outset, 


—a. 









The Londoners fought back, 
and when full back Burrows ran in 
a therd CLOB try he gave the old 
boys a 15-7 half-tume lead 

The opposition would score no 
more as a changed RN side 
emerged from the break to seize 
the unstiative and never let go aficr 
an ‘encouraging’ pep talk from 
RNRU director of rugby Cdr Chris 
Aloock. 

Barely two minutes after the 
restart, Southall went over after 
some clever play with Jamic 
Caruna to dupe the London 
defence. Within 10 minutes 
(aruna was on the scoreshect him 
self, prcking up a loose ball just sx 
yards out. Pau! Clarke converted 
the try to make it 19-15 

Ihe KN were now dominating 
the match and the Londoners were 
visibly tiring. Constant pressure 
from the blues led to CLOB scrum 
half Vickers being sin-binned on 70 
minutes for killing the ball. 

A penalty from Paul Clarke gave 
the RN men a seven-pomt lead, 
but with the opposition still within 
touching distance it took an uncon 
verted try by Gareth Fear nght at 
the death to cement the victory 27 
1S 

Navy players’ Capt Nick Bartlett 
said after the U2) victory over the 
Army late last year, the RN could 











tunities 
for footballer 


@ The RN team of the 1930-31 


as 
hree out of 


NAVY NEWS, FEBRUARY 20M 43 





























while at the back POWPT) Scot 
Mather and man of the match 
PO(PT) Steve O'Neil (both HMS 
Neptunc) broke down prison 
attacks. 

CPO Riley scored the sole goal 
after a scramble at a corner, and 
the match saw the final outing for 
CUPO(WEA) Steve Johnson, 
carning a record 231st cap, before 
he Icaves the Navy 

Nex! up in the group stage of the 
South West Counties Cup were 
Devon, played on home turf in 
Devonport. 

After a tight first half, the sailors 
put on 15 minutes of pressure in 
the second penod — but failed to 
turn their territorial advantage 
into goals. And when Devon strk- 
er Carl Cliff-Brown put the civvies 
1-0 wp after a swift counter-attack, 
the heart went out of the RN side 
who conceded another before the 


game cnded sct appily 
Results: South Countes Cup 


) j Stage HN | Gioucester 0, HN 1 Preson 
Borvice 0, FIN 0 Devon FA 2 





season, 


including Engiand 
Internationals Rigger Coats and Pay Lt Cdr Giennister, one of a 
series of commemorative postcards produced by the RN 
Philatelic Society to celebrate the RNFA's 100th birthday 


avy 





be confident of a successful future 
with the talent coming through 
from the youth side. 

“These young players are bring- 

ing a real close (cam spirit with 
them — it's a winning spirit and it's 
so good to sec not pust one but four 
or five players coming through at 
the same time,” he added. 
@ Navy News readers have the 
chance to make their mark on the 
— in this spring's titamic Armry- 
Navy clash at [wickenham. 

Sadly, not as a player hoping to 
overturn the pongoes after last 
years defeat, but as a mascot for 
the KN side on Saturday May | 

A boy or girl aged 10-16 has the 
chance to win a replica RN kit, 
mect the players, pose for a photo 
graph with the squad, then lead 
them out on to the hallowed turt 
for the match itself. After kick-off, 
the winner will watch the game 
from the bench. 

lo enter, correctly answer: who 
scored the winning drop goal for 
England in the Rugby World Cup 
Final in November 

Send entrics on the back of an 
envelope/postcard should to Lt 
Cdr Charhe Neve, Room 119, West 
Battery, HMS Excellent, 
Portsmouth, PO2 SDX. Closing 
date ms March 26 and only onc 
entry per child os allowed. 












@® Hannah found this year's team lacked mobility: S/Lt Hannah 
side at a recent training session with posts wearing shirts 
THE Navy's Basketball Association hopes to resurrect its ladies team im 
tume for this year’s Inter Sernnces championships after a lengthy absence. 
It's a good few year since the RN could muster a strong cnough female 
squad —— into the forces’ contest, but basketball mainstay S/L1 Hannah 
a | 


Byers is 


ermined to round up cnough players so the Semor Service can 


take on the Army and RAF between March 4 and 7. 

Al recent tramimg sessions, the pumor officer, currently studying al 
Impenal College, London, on her way to becoming an air cnginecring 
offeer, has been lucky if five players join her 

Although just five players are on court at any one time, a squad of at 
least 10 will be needed if the RN is to compete again 

“The ladees team has faded over the last few years, but we're trying to 

ct it pons again and need a fresh burst of committed players,” said 


Hannah. 


Traming scswons generally take place in Portsmouth, although cvcntu- 
ally HMS Drake in Devonport will become the official home of RN bas 


ketball 


There are no height restrictions for the team, despite the sport's repu 


tation for needing ‘giants’. 
“It can help to be tall 


but not always. [If you're smaller, you can dart 


around the court more casily,” Hannah added 
Prospective players should contact the junior officer on 07786 (176891 


or hannah byers@hotmail.com 


Dave's Everest achievement 
honoured by south west 


A FEAT of endurance and skill by 
ercen beret Dave Pearce was hon- 
oured by fcllow sporting achievers 
im the south west and helped to 
cement the Royal Marines’ sport- 
ing reputation 

The WO2 became only the sec- 
ond climber in Senor Service his- 
tory to reach the summit of the 
world’s highest peak, Mount 
Everest — and did so via the notor 
ously difficult North Ridge routc. 

The assault last spring — the SOth 
anniversary of the first scaling of 
Everest — was the culmination of 
years of planning by an KN/RM 
icam, bul a second attempt to 
reach the summit by the moun 
lamnecrs was abandoned when two 
fellow climbers needed assistance 
on the slopes. 

Months on from the climb, Dave 
collected the tithe for outstanding 
micrmathonal achievement at the 
inaugural BRC South West 
Regional Sports Awards. 

he mountameecr was up agains! 
stiff KM competition; Set Mike 
Beaton, who became the first 
Hritesh serviceman to complete the 


@® WO2 Pearce with his trophy 











Dowble lronman [nathlon — a 4.5- 
mile swim, 224-muile bike mde and 
a 52.4-mile double marathon on 
f{xM — was among the runners-up, 
alongside fellow green beret Mine 
Lee Johnson from the GB bob 
sleigh team. 


@ Marine praised for Everest 
rescue, p31 


“Racetracks aren't for just for racing’ ! 
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Learn on the racetrack’ 


6500cc Bike + Test Fee included 
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Circuit Based Training Ltd 


Mallory Park, Kirkby Mallory, 
Leicester LES 7QE 
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@® From page one 


importance of the Navy and the 
ca un everyday life in Britain 

| find i oe horw 
Our Sind nathon fas lorpolicn 
how important the sca is. In fact, 


added 

are onc of the great trad 
at sea still — 9S per 
cent of imports and exports move 
iL 


by sea and the maritome industry 
ontnbutes £3 /7bn to the naton's 


i'm amayed, he 
Wee 
ing nals 


CCUM MTT 
Peopic should remember that 
few navies around the world 
ould have achieved what the RN 
the past 12 months 


dl ie in 
| felecve we are the sccond 


nost powerful navy in the world 
und] | beleewe thal saulor for sailor 
we have the best Navy in the 
wari 

“in tech gical terms, 


| cannot think of any nation 
which can stand up to us 
and the United States in a 
‘hot war’. The operations in 
the Gulf last year were a 
classic of their kind. 


“| know what it os like to lose 
Inends from my cxpericnces in 
the Falklands. Bul bet us not for- 
ect that last year's operation was 
something Hritain should be 
proud of.” 

( cnotral to thal sense of mar- 
ime pnde will be next year's 
events marking the anniversary 
of Trafalgar the highpoint of 
which will be a Plect Rewew al 
Sprthead the like of which has 
no been seen, followed by an 
International Festrval of the Sea 
in Portsmouth Harbour 

“There will be a Fleet rewrew in 
AMS, and many other cvents,” 
Admiral West. “In terms of 
the nathons mvolved, the Review 
will be the there has 
hecn. 

[Turning to new and impending 
mkiithons to the Flect, he First 
Sca Lord sus the KN's future 
arscnal looked “very exciting” 

“HMMS Albion i a cece RA 
ship, which has brought about a 
step-change in ye orem 

“The Type 45 destroyer will be 
the world’s best anti-air wartare 
ship 

“As for the future carricrs, | 
would guess they will be about 
~ VL RR) lows 


sah) 


laregcst 


Iheir flight decks will be 
twice the sive of the old Ark 
Hirval 

lhere had been delavs with 


nmcw vessels such as hunter-killer 
submannc HMS Astute and the 
Hay Class amphibrous ships (sec 


page 34). Bul those problems 


were now in hand, and difficulties 
with new survey ships }iMS Echo 
imi I-nterprisc werc nowhere 
ncariy as bad as some of the 
mca had portraved 
Weve had problems with 
in “— Sl ‘Ths mut ite. wait 1 Ti whl’ 
ms of survevineg the KN has 
ne acddcd 
i on I manicn 
i i ine (;ull on 
lanuary 1 
alg I Wh i 1] mM) ly Tt i ii! 
cn [ i wecCuUlAlI ix 
Lil Put 
I il il was « 
ie nl iti ‘, is 
li | f aa n if 
by sy | i 
When push comes to shove 
| Li re DT | Wh 
“Mt to get the best decal we 
iil 
Heing military minded. | will 
ink« ever penny ihe 
(sovernmecnt egfives me, ne 


cxplaincd 
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We say ‘Vive 
lEntente’ — 
for another 
hundred 
years! 


® HMS Northumberland at the London Boat Show. The Type 23 frigate had 20,000 visitors in ten days 


@® CORDIALE: Admiral Sir Alan West. Rear 


Admiral Jean-Pierre Tiffou and Ellen 


MacArthur salute the centenary of the 
Entente at the London Boat Show 


Acture LA/PROT) Gee (wits 


A NEW century of Anglo-French co-operation at sea has been ushered in by three 
of the nations’ most well-known mariners. 


First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Alan West 
joined French Defence Attache Rear Admiral 


Jean-Pierre Tiffou and 
yachtswoman Ellen MacArthur 


at 


world-renowned 


the 


London Boat Show, celebrating 100 years of 
close ties between the two navies which for 
centuries had been mortal enemies. 
One century on from the Entente Cordiale, 
the two navies are committed to operating 
ever closer around the globe. 
Admiral West said this would be symbol- 
ised by Type 42 destroyer HMS Gloucester 
escorting the pride of the French Navy, car- 
rier Charies de Gaulle, on a deployment east 
of Suez this month. 
The de Gaulle will return the compliment 
this summer when she pays her first visit to 
Portsmouth; and frigate HMS Norfolk will 
represent the AN at Brest 2004, one of the 
world's leading maritime gatherings 
“For centuries the relationship between 
our two countries has not been as good as 
we might have liked,” said Admiral West. 
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“But today French and British naval co- 
operation has never been stronger. There is 
so much which links us.” 

Admiral Tiffou added: “We should not so 
much celebrate the past in marking the 
Entente, but ensure the people of the two 
nations come to know each other better.” 

As part of that greater understanding, a 
combined Anglo-French Naval escort will be 
provided for one of the yachting world's top 
events. 

The Transat — or Transatlantic — single- 
handed race will see the cream of the sailing 
community head from Plymouth on May 31, 
bound for Boston, USA. 

Ellen MacArthur said the escort from 
British and French warships would be a fit- 
ting send-off for the racers 

“The start of a trans-oceanic race is 
always a great spectacle, but having both 
the French and British navies there will real- 
ly add to the spectacie, she added. 





=——| Who wants 
—-— yesterday's 
Papers? 


- A SINGLE copy of Navy 


News May 1963 edition, 
described as ‘in excel- 
lent condition’ was sold 
on the Internet auction 
site ebay.co.uk last 
month for £32.25. 

(We must be sitting on 
a fortune here — Ed) 
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Jutland veteran 
dies at 103 


A midshipmi an in the Battle of Jutland who later set off the hunt 
for the Bismarck has died aged 103 


(Capt Henry St John Fancourt 
was serving im the battlecruiser 
HMS Princess Royal during the 
battle between thc Britwh Grand 
Fleet and the German High Seas 
Fleet in 1916 

In October 194] he was com- 
manding HMS Sparrowhawk, the 
RN Air Station at Hatston, 
Orkney when on his own imitiative 
be flew a Marviand of 77! Naval 
Air Squadron to hunt for the 
Hismarck in the Norwegian fypords 

Finding that the ship had sailed, 
he set off the hunt and prepared a 
strike agaist her by Albacore tor 
cdo bombers of R28 Sqn. The 
jsmarck did not come within 
range but Fancourt’s actions 
carned him a mention in dispaich 
cs. Earlicr that year he had heen 
badly uyured when German dive 
bombers hit the control tower at 
Lec-on-Solent 


In November 1942, for his 
‘bravery and skill” in commanding 
the 4th Destroyer Flotlla, HMS 
Broke and Malcolm, during the ill 
faicd assault on the harbour of 
Algicrs, Operation Terminal, he 
was awarded the DSO 

Fancourt madc a sernecs of 
remarkabic aviation “firsts”. In 
193] he was the first pilot to try out 
the athwartships arrester wire on 
HMS Courageous which later 
became standard in the world's 
navics. In 1942 he became the first 
British officer to land on an 
American ship when he set a 
Gloster Sca Gladiator down on the 
USS Wasp. In 1943, in command 
of HMS Argus, he took off and 
landed with his 16-year-old son 
Michacl, then an Air Training 
(Corps cadet, in a Faircy Swordfish 

probably the first deck landing by 
a father and son 


HOTLINE NOW OPEN 

ARMY V ROYAL NAVY 

SATURDAY 1 MAY 2004 
TWICKENHAM 
KICK OFF 1500 


RBAAAA 


Zs 


TICKET SALES 


from 
IST JANUARY 2004 
TICKET HOTLINE 
0870 4446633 


RNRI 


. HMS TEMERAIRE, 
PORTSMOt rH. 


BURNABY ROAD, 
PO! 2HB 





